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The members of the so called universal
house of justice and their misled
supporters should note that whatever have
been revealed by the Pen of Baha’u’llah
and His appointed Centre of His
Covenant; ‘Abdu’l-Baha has been and will
be manifested in this world. The Kingdom
of God foretold by Christ two thousand
years ago will be established in this world.
Attempts made by ex-Hands of the Faith
to end the continuation of Guardianship in
the World Order of Baha’u’llah, that has
shown its ugly face since ascension of the
1°' Guardian of the Faith, “seem for a
while able to create a breach in the ranks
of the faithful, recede finally into the
obscurity of oblivion, and are thought of
no more.”



Message to all the believers in Baha’u’llah

After the first Guardian of the Baha’i Faith, Shoghi
Effendi, left this world on Nov. 4, 1957, a group of
people, then elevated to the rank of the Hands of the
Cause of God, led by Ruhiyyah Khanum, openly
opposed and challenged the authority of C. M.
Remey, the head of the embryo of the Universal
House of Justice, who was appointed by the first
guardian of the Faith, to that position, on 9" of
January, 1951. As the head of the Universal House
of Justice and the office of the Guardianship is the
same, C.M. Remey became the 2" Guardian of the
Baha’i faith on 4 Nov. 1957. C.M. Remey declared
his position as the 2" Guardian of the Baha’i Faith
and the successor to the 1% Guardian, in his
declaration of Ridvan, 117 of B.E, April, 1960.

The group of the ex-Hands of the Cause collectively
claimed the successor ship to the 1* Guardian of the
Baha’i Faith, Shoghi Effendi, and after “assuming
the reins of authority with no documents”™ 10
support them, formed an illegitimate Universal
House of Justice in 1963 to mislead the believers.

The so called Universal House of Justice does not
have the Guardian, in person, as its president, a
fundamental requirement under the provision of the
Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. It has not
been formed in accordance with the Writings of the
Baha’i Faith. It has not been the development of the
embryo of Universal House of Justice, established
by the first Guardian of the Faith in early 1951.
Thus this body, the budded Universal House of
Justice, is false universal house of justice and it is
illegitimate.

The first Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, has rejected, in
advance, validity of such an institution in his letter of
summer of 1925 where he states:

“Any institution that is not established in
accordance with the Divine Order, not in conformity
with the principles and the conditions recorded in the
Holy Writings, as it is required for this august
institution, consequently such an institution is void of
credential deprived of spiritual station, and forbidden
to have any right to legislate and enact laws and
ordinances which are not explicitly recorded in the
Holy Writings. It also lacks the essential qualities
and the Divine confirmation.” [Reference to the
Universal House of Justice]

*Ref. Introduction to “The Ministry of the Custodians
1957—1963” by Ruhiyyah Khanum, page 9
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LAWH-1-AQDAS (The Most Holy Tablet)

This is the Most Holy Tablet sent down from
the holy kingdom unto the one who hath set
his face towards the Object of the adoration
of the world; He Who hath come from the
heaven of eternity, invested with transcendent

glory

In the name of the Lord, the Lord of great
glory

THIS is an Epistle from Our presence unto
him whom the veils of names have failed to
keep back from God, the Creator of earth and
heaven, that his eyes may be cheered in the
days of his Lord, the Help in Peril, the Self-
Subsisting.

Say, O followers of the Son! Have ye shut
out yourselves from Me by reason of My
Name? Wherefore ponder ye not in your
hearts? Day and night ye have been calling
upon your Lord, the Omnipotent, but when
He came from the heaven of eternity in His
great glory, ye turned aside from Him and
remained sunk in heedlessness.

Consider those who rejected the Spirit when
He came unto them with manifest dominion.
How numerous the Pharisees who had
secluded themselves in synagogues in His
name, lamenting over their separation from
Him, and yet when the portals of reunion
were flung open and the divine Luminary
shone resplendent from the Dayspring of
Beauty, they disbelieved in God, the Exalted,

the Mighty. They failed to attain His
presence, notwithstanding that His advent had
been promised them in the Book of Isaiah as
well as in the Books of the Prophets and the
Messengers. No one from among them turned
his face towards the Dayspring of divine
bounty except such as were destitute of any
power amongst men. And yet, today, every
man endowed with power and invested with
sovereignty prideth himself on His Name.
Moreover, call thou to mind the one who
sentenced Jesus to death. He was the most
learned of his age in his own country, whilst
he who was only a fisherman believed in
Him. Take good heed and be of them that
observe the warning.

Consider likewise, how numerous at this time
are the monks who have secluded themselves
in their churches, calling upon the Spirit, but
when He appeared through the power of
Truth, they failed to draw nigh unto Him and
are numbered with those that have gone far
astray. Happy are they that have abandoned
them and set their faces towards Him Who is
the Desire of all that are in the heavens and
all that are on the earth.

They read the Evangel and yet refuse to
acknowledge the  All-Glorious  Lord,
notwithstanding that He hath come through
the potency of His exalted, His mighty and
gracious dominion. We, verily, have come for
your sakes, and have borne the misfortunes of
the world for your salvation. Flee ye the One

3



Who hath sacrificed His life that ye may be
quickened? Fear God, O followers of the
Spirit, and walk not in the footsteps of every
divine that hath gone far astray. Do ye
imagine that He seeketh His own interests,
when He hath, at all times, been threatened by
the swords of the enemies; or that He seeketh
the vanities of the world, after He hath been
imprisoned in the most desolate of cities? Be
fair in your judgement and follow not the
footsteps of the unjust

Open the doors of your hearts. He Who is the
Spirit verily standeth before them. Wherefore
keep ye afar from Him Who hath purposed to
draw you nigh unto a Resplendent Spot? Say:
We, in truth, have opened unto you the gates
of the Kingdom. Will ye bar the doors of your
houses in My face? This indeed is naught but
a grievous error. He, verily, hath again come
down from heaven, even as He came down
from it the first time. Beware lest ye dispute
that which He proclaimeth, even as the people
before you disputed His utterances. Thus
instructeth you the True One, could ye but
perceive it.

The river Jordan is joined to the Most Great
Ocean, and the Son, in the holy vale, crieth
out: ‘Here am I, here am I O Lord, my God!’,
whilst Sinai circleth round the House, and the
Burning Bush calleth aloud: ‘He Who is the
Desired One is come in His transcendent
majesty.” Say, Lo! The Father is come, and
that which ye were promised in the Kingdom
is fulfilled! This is the Word which the Son
concealed, when to those around Him He
said: ‘Ye cannot bear it now.” And when the
appointed time was fulfilled and the Hour had
struck, the Word shone forth above the
horizon of the Will of God. Beware, O
followers of the Son, that ye cast it not behind
your backs. Take ye fast hold of it. Better is
this for you than all that ye possess. Verily He
is nigh unto them that do good. The Hour
which We had concealed from the knowledge
of the peoples of the earth and of the favoured
angels hath come to pass. Say, verily, He hath
testified of Me, and | do testify of Him.
Indeed, He hath purposed no one other than

Me. Unto this beareth witness every fair-
minded and understanding soul.

Though beset with countless afflictions, We
summon the people unto God, the Lord of
names. Say, strive ye to attain that which ye
have been promised in the Books of God, and
walk not in the way of the ignorant. My body
hath endured imprisonment that ye may be
released from the bondage of self. Set your
faces then towards His countenance and
follow not the footsteps of every hostile
oppressor. Verily, He hath consented to be
sorely abased that ye may attain unto glory,
and yet, ye are disporting yourselves in the
vale of heedlessness. He, in truth, liveth in the
most desolate of abodes for your sakes, whilst
ye dwell in your palaces

Say, did ye not hearken to the Voice of the
Crier, calling aloud in the wilderness of the
Bayan, bearing unto you the glad-tidings of
the coming of your Lord, the All-Merciful?
Lo! He is come in the sheltering shadow of
Testimony, invested with conclusive proof
and evidence, and those who truly believe in
Him regard His presence as the embodiment
of the Kingdom of God. Blessed is the man
who turneth towards Him, and woe betide
such as deny or doubt Him.

Announce thou unto the priests: Lo! He Who
is the Ruler is come. Step out from behind the
veil in the name of thy Lord, He Who layeth
low the necks of all men. Proclaim then unto
all mankind the glad-tidings of this mighty,
this glorious Revelation. Verily, He Who is
the Spirit of Truth is come to guide you unto
all truth. He speaketh not as prompted by His
own self, but as bidden by Him Who is the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Say, this is the One Who hath glorified the
Son and hath exalted His Cause. Cast away,
O peoples of the earth that which ye have and
take fast hold of that which ye are bidden by
the All-Powerful, He Who is the Bearer of the
Trust of God. Purge ye your ears and set your
hearts towards Him that ye may hearken to
the most wondrous Call which hath been
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raised from Sinai, the habitation of your Lord,
the Most Glorious. It will, in truth, draw you
nigh unto the Spot wherein ye will perceive
the splendour of the light of His countenance
which shineth above this luminous Horizon.

O concourse of priests! Leave the bells, and
come forth, then, from your churches. It
behoveth you, in this day, to proclaim aloud
the Most Great Name among the nations.
Prefer ye to be silent, whilst every stone and
every tree shouteth aloud: ‘The Lord is come
in His great glory!’? Well is it with the man
who hasteneth unto Him. Verily, he is
numbered among them whose names will be
eternally recorded and who will be mentioned
by the Concourse on High. Thus hath it been
decreed by the Spirit in this wondrous Tablet.
He that summoneth men in My name is,
verily, of Me, and he will show forth that
which is beyond the power of all that are on
earth. Follow ye the Way of the Lord and
walk not in the footsteps of them that are sunk
in heedlessness. Well is it with the slumberer
who is stirred by the Breeze of God and
ariseth from amongst the dead, directing his
steps towards the Way of the Lord. Verily,
such a man is regarded, in the sight of God,
the True One, as a jewel amongst men and is
reckoned with the blissful.

Say: In the East the light of His Revelation
hath broken; in the West have appeared the
signs of His dominion. Ponder this in your
hearts, O people, and be not of those who
have turned a deaf ear to the admonitions of
Him Who is the Almighty, the All-Praised.
Let the Breeze of God awaken you. Verily, it
hath wafted over the world. Well is it with
him that hath discovered the fragrance thereof
and been accounted among the well-assured.

O concourse of bishops! Ye are the stars of
the heaven of My knowledge. My mercy
desireth not that ye should fall upon the earth.
My justice, however, declareth: ‘This is that
which the Son hath decreed.” And whatsoever
hath proceeded out of His blameless, His
truth-speaking, trustworthy mouth, can never
be altered. The bells, verily, peal out My

Name, and lament over Me, but My spirit
rejoiceth with evident gladness. The body of
the Loved One yearneth for the cross, and His
head is eager for the spear, in the path of the
All-Merciful. The ascendancy of the
oppressor can in no wise deter Him from His
purpose. We have summoned all created
things to attain the presence of thy Lord, the
King of all names. Blessed is the man that
hath set his face towards God, the Lord of the
Day of Reckoning.

O concourse of monks! If ye choose to follow
Me, | will make you heirs of My Kingdom;
and if ye transgress against Me, | will, in My
long-suffering, endure it patiently, and |,
verily, am the Ever-Forgiving, the All-
Merciful.

O land of Syria! What hath become of thy
righteousness? Thou art, in truth, ennobled by
the footsteps of thy Lord. Hast thou perceived
the fragrance of heavenly reunion, or art thou
to be accounted of the heedless?

Bethlehem is astir with the Breeze of God.
We hear her voice saying: ‘O most generous
Lord! Where is Thy great glory established?
The sweet savours of Thy presence have
quickened me, after | had melted in my
separation from Thee. Praised be Thou in that
Thou hast raised the veils, and come with
power in evident glory.” We called unto her
from behind the Tabernacle of Majesty and
Grandeur: ‘O Bethlehem! This Light hath
risen in the orient, and travelled towards the
occident, until it reached thee in the evening
of its life. Tell Me then: Do the sons
recognize the Father, and acknowledge Him,
or do they deny Him, even as the people
aforetime denied Him (Jesus)?” Whereupon
she cried out saying: ‘Thou art, in truth, the
All-Knowing, the Best-Informed.” Verily, We
behold all created things moved to bear
witness unto Us. Some know Us and bear
witness, while the majority bear witness, yet
know Us not.

Mount Sinai is astir with the joy of beholding
Our countenance. She hath lifted her



enthralling voice in glorification of her Lord,
saying: ‘O Lord! I sense the fragrance of Thy
garment. Methinks Thou art near, invested
with the signs of God. Thou hast ennobled
these regions with Thy footsteps. Great is the
blessedness of Thy people, could they but
know Thee and inhale Thy sweet savours; and
woe betide them that are fast asleep.’

Happy art thou who hast turned thy face
towards My countenance, inasmuch as thou
hast rent the veils asunder, hast shattered the
idols and recognized thine eternal Lord. The
people of the Qur’an have risen up against Us
without any clear proof or evidence,
tormenting Us at every moment with a fresh
torment. They idly imagine that tribulations
can frustrate Our Purpose. Vain indeed is that
which they have imagined. Verily, thy Lord is
the One Who ordaineth whatsoever He
pleaseth.

| never passed a tree but Mine heart addressed
it saying: ‘O would that thou wert cut down in
My name, and My body crucified upon thee.’
We revealed this passage in the Epistle to
the Shah that it might serve as a warning to
the followers of religions. Verily, thy Lord is
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Let not the things they have perpetrated
grieve thee. Truly they are even as dead, and
not living. Leave them unto the dead, then
turn thy face towards Him Who is the Life-
Giver of the world. Beware lest the sayings of
the heedless sadden thee. Be thou steadfast in
the Cause, and teach the people with
consummate wisdom. Thus enjoineth thee the
Ruler of earth and heaven. He is in truth the
Almighty, the Most Generous. Ere long will
God exalt thy remembrance and will inscribe
with the Pen of Glory that which thou didst
utter for the sake of His love. He is in truth
the Protector of the doers of good.

Give My remembrance to the one named
Murad and say: ‘Blessed art thou, O Murad,
inasmuch as thou didst cast away the
promptings of thine own desire and hast

followed Him Who is the Desire of all
mankind.’

Say: Blessed the slumberer who is awakened
by My Breeze. Blessed the lifeless one who is
quickened through My reviving breaths.
Blessed the eye that is solaced by gazing at
My beauty. Blessed the wayfarer who
directeth his steps towards the Tabernacle of
My glory and majesty. Blessed the distressed
one who seeketh refuge beneath the shadow
of My canopy. Blessed the sore athirst who
hasteneth to the soft-flowing waters of My
loving-kindness. Blessed the insatiate soul
who casteth away his selfish desires for love
of Me and taketh his place at the banquet
table which | have sent down from the heaven
of divine bounty for My chosen ones. Blessed
the abased one who layeth fast hold on the
cord of My glory; and the needy one who
entereth beneath the shadow of the
Tabernacle of My wealth. Blessed the
ignorant one who seeketh the fountain of My
knowledge; and the heedless one who
cleaveth to the cord of My remembrance.
Blessed the soul that hath been raised to life
through My quickening breath and hath
gained admittance into My heavenly
Kingdom. Blessed the man whom the sweet
savours of reunion with Me have stirred and
caused to draw nigh unto the Dayspring of
My Revelation. Blessed the ear that hath
heard and the tongue that hath borne witness
and the eye that hath seen and recognized the
Lord Himself, in His great glory and majesty,
invested with grandeur and dominion.
Blessed are they that have attained His
presence. Blessed the man who hath sought
enlightenment from the Day-Star of My
Word. Blessed he who hath attired his head
with the diadem of My love. Blessed is he
who hath heard of My grief and hath arisen to
aid Me among My people. Blessed is he who
hath laid down his life in My path and hath
borne manifold hardships for the sake of My
Name. Blessed the man who, assured of My
Word, hath arisen from among the dead to
celebrate My praise. Blessed is he that hath
been enraptured by My wondrous melodies
and hath rent the veils asunder through the
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potency of My might. Blessed is he who hath
remained faithful to My Covenant, and whom
the things of the world have not kept back
from attaining My Court of holiness. Blessed
is the man who hath detached himself from
all else but Me, hath soared in the atmosphere
of My love, hath gained admittance into My
Kingdom, gazed upon My realms of glory,
quaffed the living waters of My bounty, hath

drunk his fill from the heavenly river of My
loving providence, acquainted himself with
My Cause, apprehended that which I
concealed within the treasury of My Words,
and hath shone forth from the horizon of
divine knowledge engaged in My praise and
glorification. Verily, he is of Me. Upon him
rest My mercy, My loving-kindness, My
bounty and My glory.

The Tablet of Aghdas otherwise known as
the "Tablet to the Christians', is in rabic and
addresses a believer of Christian
background. It is believed by some that it
was revealed in honour of the Syrian
convert to the Faith, Faris Effendi, the
fascinating circumstances of whose
conversion have been described In a
previous volume but there is so far no
conclusive evidence to prove this. All we
can say Is that possibly he was the
recipient of this Tablet. Prior to its
revelation Baha'u'llah had addressed some
Tablets to people of the Christian Faith,
but the Lawh-i1-Agdas seems to be the first
major Tablet to a believer of Christian
background.




The Hidden Words

O SON OF MANT! I loved thy creation, hence | created thee. Wherefore,
do thou love Me, that | may name thy name and fill thy soul with the spirit of
life.
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O SON OF SPIRIT! I created thee rich, why dost thou bring thyself down
to poverty? Noble | made thee, wherewith dost thou abase thyself? Out of the
essence of knowledge | gave thee being, why seekest thou enlightenment from
anyone beside Me? Out of the clay of love | molded thee, how dost thou busy
thyself with another? Turn thy sight unto thyself, that thou mayest find Me
standing within thee, mighty, powerful and self-subsisting.
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O SON OF UTTERANCE! Turn thy face unto Mine and renounce all
save Me; for My sovereignty endureth and My dominion perisheth not. If thou
seekest another than Me, yea, if thou searchest the universe for evermore, thy
quest will be in vain.



Naw-Ruz

The Baha'i New Year

John Walbridge

Naw-Ruz (‘New Day") is the Baha'i and
Iranian new year, which occurs on the date
of the vernal equinox, about 21 March. It
is one of the nine Baha'i holy days on
which work is suspended.

The Iranian Naw-Ruz

Naw-Ruz is the first day of Farvardin, the
first month of the Iranian solar year. Since
ancient times it has been the great national
holiday of Iran, the only holiday celebrated
by more than one religious group.

The origins of Naw-Ruz are unknown but
it obviously began as a pastoral fertility
festival. Legend attributes its foundation to
the mythical antediluvian king Jamshid.
Naw-Ruz and Mihrajan, the corresponding
festival of the autumnal equinox in
September, are the two great annual
festivals of Zoroastrianism. Originally a
sombre festival dedicated to the spirits of
the dead was held for five days ten days
before Naw-Ruz, followed by a further
five days corresponding to the Baha'i
Ayyam-i-Ha. Later Naw-Ruz gradually
became a secular holiday and as such it
continued to be observed even after the
triumph of Islam in Iran. Muslim kings in
Iran, like their Zoroastrian predecessors,
celebrated Naw-Ruz with great
magnificence. As late as the nineteenth
century Naw-Ruz was the only day the
Shah would dine with other people.

Shi'i traditions attributed to the Imams
endorsed the observance of Naw-Ruz,
Naw-Ruz is observed wherever Iranian
culture has penetrated, notably among the
Zoroastrians of India and in the migr
Iranian communities around the world.

which was, it was said, the day of many
events of great religious significance,
among them God's first covenant with
mankind, the first rising of the sun, the
grounding of Noah's ark on Ararat,
Gabriel's first appearance to Muh3ammad,
the destruction of the idols in the Ka'bih
by "Ali, Muh3ammad's appointment of
"Ali as His successor, the appearance of
the Qa'im, and the final triumph of the
Qa'im over the Antichrist. Such traditions
echoed similar accounts of Naw-Ruz
found in Zoroastrian literature.

Naw-Ruz is celebrated rather like the
Christian Easter, with many symbols
indicating spring and renewal. A week or
so before the holiday lentils are placed in a
dish to sprout into a mass of green blades.
On the day of Naw-Ruz the family gathers
in new or freshly cleaned clothes. The
table is decorated with fruit, cakes,
coloured eggs and other treats, as well as
symbolic objects such as a holy book and a
mirror. Among the best known customs of
Naw-Ruz is the haft-sin -- the “seven S's'.
These are seven objects beginning -- in
Persian -- with the letter 'S, such as
hyacinths, apples, lilies, silver coins,
garlic, vinegar and rue, decoratively
arranged on a table. A great deal of time is
spent exchanging visits with friends and
relations. The celebrations end on the
thirteenth day of Naw-Ruz with a picnic in
the country. The sprouted lentils are
thrown into running water, carrying away
the bad luck of the previous year.

"Naw-Ruz' is occasionally used as a
personal name in Iran.



The Babi
Naw-Ruz

and Baha'i

In the Badi calendar of the Bab, Naw-Ruz
is the day of Baha of the month of Baha, a
day called by the Bab ‘the Day of God'
(yawmu'llah). It was also the "Day of the
Point' (yawm-i-nuqt3ih) -- i.e. the day of
the Bab. Finally, it was a day associated
with Him Whom God shall make manifest,
the Promised One of the Bab. The
remaining eighteen days of the month
were associated with the eighteen Letters
of the Living, an indication that the Bab
envisioned the Naw-Ruz festivities
encompassing the nineteen days of the
month of Baha, just as the traditional
Iranian Naw-Ruz festivities last thirteen
days. During Naw-Ruz the Bab permitted
the use of musical instruments and other
luxuries prohibited at other times. During
the night of Naw-Ruz each believer was to
recite 361 times the verse "God beareth
witness that there is no God but Him, the
Ineffable, the Self-Subsistent’; and during
the day, "God beareth witness that there is
no God but Him, the Precious, the
Beloved'. Fasting was prohibited during
the whole month of Baha. During the six
years of His mission, the Bab and His
followers observed Naw-Ruz, although it
is difficult to say how much this represents
a distinctively Babi holy day. Baha'u'llah
adopted the Babi holy day of Naw-Ruz as

the feast day following the fast and
stressed that it is associated with the Most
Great Name, bearing as it does
Baha'u'llah's own name. "Abdu'l-Baha
explained the significance of Naw-Ruz in
terms of the symbolism of the new life of
spring. Baha'u'llah defines Naw-Ruz as the
Baha'i day on which the vernal equinox
occurs. Thus, even if the equinox should
occur just before sunset, that day -- which
in the Baha'i calendar began at the moment
of sunset on the previous day -- is Naw-
Ruz. At present, however, Naw-Ruz is
fixed as 21 March for Baha'is in all
countries outside the Middle East,
regardless of exactly when the equinox
occurs.

Naw-Ruz is one of the nine Baha'i holy
days on which work is to be suspended. It
is generally observed with a meeting for
prayer and celebration -- often combined
with a dinner since the sunset on which
Naw-Ruz begins ends the last day of the
Baha'i fast. As with all Baha'i holy days,
there are few fixed rules for observing
Naw-Ruz, although Iranian Baha'is often
follows Iranian traditions. Many Baha'is
use Naw-Ruz as a day of gift-giving.
Baha'is do not usually observe Naw-Ruz
for longer than one day. Since Naw-Ruz is
the first day of a Baha'i month, it is also
the day of a nineteen day feast. It is not
permitted to combine this feast with the
observance of the holy day
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LETTER
OF
5" August, 2012

FROM

The 4™ GUARDIAN OF THE BAHA”I FAITH

JACQUES SOGHOMONIAN

TO
NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES
MISLED AND UNDER DIRECTION
OF
THE SO CALLED
UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE
CREATED
BY
EX-HANDS OF THE FAITH
AFTER ASCENTION
OF
THE FIRST GUARDIAN OF THE FAITH

SHOGHI EFFENDI
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Saint~Cyr-L’ Ecole, le 5 aog0t 2012

A toutes les Assemblées Spirituelles Nationales Baha' ies,

Au nom de Dieu, Le Puissant, Dieu est un tout dans le tout, 1 intelligence de 1" homme
ne peut le comprendre ; C’ est pour cela gu il a envoyé au cours des générations passées
des Prophétes différents, vous les connaissez tous

En 1863, Dieu a envoyé sa derniére Manifestation Baha’ u’ 1lah

Baha'u’ 11ah, dans ses écrits, a posé les fondements de la base de 1 ordre mondial de la
foi baha’ie. Il a désigné Abdul-Baha comme Centre du Covenant

Dans son testament, Abdul-Baha a défini parfaitement 1’ organisation de la Foi Mondiale
Baha' ie et a nommé Shoghi Effendi en tant que premier Gardien de la Cause de Dieu.

.Shoghi Effendi a mis en place 1’ Administration selon les institutions figurant dans le
covenant et le Testament d’ Abdul-Baha

e (Gardien de la Cause de Dieu
» Mains de la Cause de Dieu

e Maison Internationale de Justice élue par toutes les assemblées nationales

En 1951, Shoghi Effendi a expédié a toutes les assemblées nationales spirituelles de
1’ époque les deux télégrammes ci—joints, comme il avait 1 habitude de le faire.

Dans le télégramme du 9 janvier 1951, Shoghi Effendi:

¢ Proclame aux Assemblées Nationales d Orient et d’ Occident décision éminemment
significative pour 1’ avenir de la formation du Premier Conseil International embryonnaire

Baha' i, le précurseur de 1 Institution administrative Supréme destiné a surgir en la
plénitude du temps, ... ?

¢ A ces fonctions seront ajoutées d autres fonctions supplémentaires dans le cours de
1’ évolution de cette premiére Institution Internationale embryonnaire, marquant son
développement en une Cour Baha’ i officiellement reconnue, sa transformation en un corps
doment élu, son effloraison en Maison Universelle de Justice et sa fruition finale par
érection de multiples institutions auxiliaires constituant le Centre Administratif mondial
destiné a s’ élever, a fonctionner et & demeurer établi en permanence, intimement &
proximité dans le voisinage des deux Sépulcre sacrés. Salue avec coeur joyeux et
reconnaissant la Constitution, aprés une longue attente, du Conseil International que
1’ histoire acclamera comme étant le plus grand événement répandant sa lumiére sur la
deuxieme époque de 1’ Age Formatif de la Dispensation Baha'ie, potentiellement non—dépassée
par aucune entreprise engagée depuis la conception de 1’ Ordre Administratif de la Foi au
lendemain de 1’ Ascension d Abdu’ 1-Baha, et venant seulement en second rang par rapport
aux évenements glorieux et immotrtels associés aux Trois Figures Centrales de la Foi dans
le cours du Premier Age de la trés glorieuse Dispensation du Cycle Baha'i de cing mille
siecles. »
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Dans le télégramme du 2 mars 1951, Shoghi Effendi écrivait :

€ Accueille de beaucoup 1 aide du Conseil International récemment constitué,
particuliérement de son président, Mason Hemey, ... 2

Ces deux télégrammes ont été publiés dans les numéros de février et d’ avril 1951 des
Baha' i News (en annexe)

Or D' aprés le testament d’ Abdu’ 1-Baha, ¢’ est le Gardien qui est le président permanent de
la Maison Universelle de Justice :

& ... et le Gardien de la Cause de Dieu en [de la Maison Universelle de Justice] est Ie
chef sacré, le membre éminent et Iinamovible. )

Apreés la mort de Shoghi Effendi, les Mains de la Cause ont occulté les deux télégrammes de
Shoghi Effendi.

En plus, ils ont refusé sous pretexte de non hérédité d’ accepter le Gardien nommé
indirectement par Shoghi Effendi . En effet de part ses fonctions de président de la
Maison de Justice embryonnaire , il en devenait le Gardien de fait

Par ce refus i, ils ont désobéit au Testament de Abdu ‘1-Baha qui dit:

€ ... et ces neufs [Mains de la Cause de Dieu] élus doivent, par un vote unanime ou
majoritaire, agréer celui que le Gardien de la Cause de Dieu a choisi comme successeur.
Cet assentiment doit &tre donné de telle facon que les voix consentantes et dissidentes ne
soient pas discernées (¢’ est—a-dire au scrutin secret). »

Par manque de spiritualité et par négligence de la lecture des écrits du Testament
d’ Abdu’ 1-Baha, du Covenant, et de La Dispensation de Baha'u’ llah par Shoghi Effendi ;

les Mains & 1'épogue n ont pas compris cela, ils n’ ont pas suivi les écrits de
Baha'u’ 11ah.

Dans ¢ La Dispensation of Baha’ u’ llah » publié dans son livre € L’ Ordre Mondial de
Baha” u’ 1lash », Shoghi Effendi a écrit :

& J1 faudrait tout d’ abord affirmer, sans ambigliité et en termes clairs, gque ces
institutions jumelles de 1’ ordre administratif de Baha' u’ llah devraient étre
considérées comme divines dans leur origine, essentielles dans leurs fonctions et
complémentaires dans leur but et leur dessein. »

& Complétement séparé de 1’ institution du Gardiennat, 1’ ordre mondial de Baha’ u’ 1lah

serait mutilé et privé & jamais de son pilier spirituel qui, comme 1’ a écrit Abdu’ 1-
Baha, doit étre maintenu . 2

[\%}
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Depuis  la Foi Mondiale Baha’ ie ne répond qu’ & moitié aux attentes de chacun , privée
du pilier spirituel , réduite a ses principes humanitaires, elle omet 1’ essence méme
de la Foi

Je vous recommande la lecture du Livre de la Certitude.

Refléchissez — en votre &me et conscience 1'état de vos pensées, vous corroborez une
civilisation qui est en train de se détruire. 4

L’ homme ne pénétre Dieu, c’ est pour cela qu’ Il a envoyé Sa Sainteté Baha’u’1lah.
Un gardien est désigné par le précédent pour la protection de la Foi. Fidelement en el-
Baha

votre Jacques Soghomonian
PS. Aprés ma personne, un autre Gardien qui a &té désigné prendra la succession.

Vous trouverez des informations supplémentaires relatives au Gardiennat sur le site web
suivant @ www. guardianshipofthebahaifaith. or




Jacques Soghomonian
8 Bis, Rue de Bievre

78210 Saint-Cyr-I'Ecole
FRANCE

Saint-Cyr-L’Ecole, 5™ of August 2012
To all of the National Spiritual Assemblies of the Baha’is,

In the name of God, the Almighty, God is everything in everything. The intelligence of man
cannot understand Him; it is for that reason that He has sent prophets over the course of past
generations, you know them all.

In 1863, God sent His latest Manifestation Baha’u’llah.

Baha’u’llah in His writings established the foundations of the World Order of the Baha’i
Faith. He appointed ‘Abdu’l-Baha as Centre of the Covenant.

In His Will and Testament, ‘Abdu’l-Baha clearly defined the organization of the Baha’i
World Faith and appointed Shoghi Effendi as the first Guardian of the Cause of God.

Shoghi Effendi set up the Administration according to the institutions appearing in the
covenant and the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha consisting of:

e  Guardian of the Cause of God
e Hands of the Cause of God
e International House of Justice elected by all of the national assemblies

In 1951, Shoghi Effendi sent the attached two telegrams to all of the national spiritual
assemblies of the period, as he was used to do so.

In the telegram of 9 January 1951, Shoghi Effendi stated:
“Proclaim National Assemblies (of) East (and) West weighty epoch-making decision (of)

formation (of) first International Baha’i Council, forerunner (of) supreme administrative
institution destined (to) emerge (in) fullness (of) time...”

“To these will be added further functions (in) course (of) evolution (of) this first embryonic
International Institutions (in) course (of) evolution (of) this first embryonic International
Institution, marking its development into officially recognized Baha’i Court its
transformation into duly elected body its efflorescence into Universal House (of) Justice,
(and) its final fruition through erection (of) manifold auxiliary institutions constituting (the)
World Administrative Center destined (to) arise (and) function (and) remain permanently
established (in) close neighbourhood (of) Twin Holy Shrines. Hail (with) thankful, joyous
heart (at) long last (the ) constitution (of) International Council which history will acclaim (as
the) greatest event shedding lustre (upon) second epoch (of) Formative Age (of) Baha’i
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Dispensation potentially unsurpassed (by) any enterprise undertaken since inception (of)
Administrative Order (of) Faith (on) morrow (of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Ascension, ranking second
only (to) glorious immortal events associated (with) Ministries (of the) Three Central Figures
(of) Faith (in) course (of) First Age (of) most glorious Dispensation (of the) five thousand
century Baha’i Cycle.”

In the telegram of 2" of March 1951, Shoghi Effendi wrote:

“Greatly welcome assistance newly-formed International Council, particularly its President
Mason Remey...”

These two telegrams were published in the February and April 1951 issues of the Baha’i
News (attached).

However, according to the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, it is the Guardian who is the
permanent president of the Universal House of Justice:

“... the Guardian of the Cause of God is its sacred head and the distinguished member for
life of that body [Universal House of Justice].”

After the death of Shoghi Effendi, the Hands of the Cause concealed the two telegrams of
Shoghi Effendi.

In addition, they refused under the pretext of non-heredity to accept the Guardian appointed
by Shoghi Effendi in an indirect way. In effect, by virtue of his functions as the president of
the embryonic Universal House of Justice, he became de facto Guardian

By this refusal, they disobeyed the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Baha who says: “...

and these [nine Hands of the Cause of God], whether unanimously or by a majority vote,
must give their assent to the choice of the one whom the Guardian of the Cause of God hath
chosen as his successor. This assent must be given in such wise as the assenting and
dissenting voices may not be distinguished (i.e., secret ballot).

”Due to lack of spirituality and negligence of reading the writings of the Will and Testament
of ‘Abdu'l-Baha, the writings on the Covenant and the Dispensation of Baha’u’llah by Shoghi
Effendi; the Hands of the Cause didn’t understand, did not follow the writings of Baha’u’llah.

In “The Dispensation of Baha’u’llah” published in “The World Order of Baha’u’llah”,
Shoghi Effendi wrote:

“It should be stated, at the very outset, in clear and unambiguous language, that these twin
institutions of the Administrative Order of Baha'u'llah should be regarded as divine in origin,
essential in their functions and complementary in their aim and purpose. ”’

“Divorced from the institution of the Guardianship, the world order of Baha’u’llah would be
mutilated and permanently deprived of that hereditary principle which, as ‘Abdu’l-Baha has
written, has been invariably uphold by the Law of God.”

Since the present Baha’i world only includes half of the twin institution deprived of that
hereditary principle, reduced to its humanitarian principles, it omits the very essence of the
Faith.

16



| recommend the reading of the Book of Certitude.

Reflect - in your soul and conscience the state of your thoughts, you corroborate a civilisation
which is in the process of destroying itself.

Man doesn’t comprehend God and it is for that reason that He has sent His Holiness
Baha’u’llah.

A guardian is appointed by the previous one for the protection of the Faith.

Faithfully in el-Baha

Jacques Soghomonian

P.S. After me another Guardian who has been appointed will take the succession.

You will find additional information related to the Guardianship on the following
website:

www.guardianshipofthebahaifaith.org

The Guardian
Jacques Soghomonian

Signature
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'“Ep(ﬁch Makmg Decision Formation First

International Baha’i Couneil”

{Cablegram from the Guardian)

Proclaim National Assemblies
(of) East (and) West weighty epoch-
making decision (of) formation (of)
first International Baha'f Council,
forerunner (of} supreme adminis-
trative  institution destined (io)
emerge (in) fullness (ef) time with-
in precincts beneattr shadow (of)
World Spiritual Center (of) Faith
already established (in) twin cities
(of) ‘Akka (and) Haifa. Fulfillment
(of) prophecies uttered (by) Foun-
der (of) Faith {and) Center (of) His

. Covenant culminating (in) establish-

ment (of) Jewish State, -signalizing
birth after lapse (of) two thousand
years (of an} independent nation (in
the) Holy Land, (the) swift unfold-
ment (of) historic undertaking as-
sociated (with) construction (of) su-
perstructure (of the) Bab's Sepul-
chre (on) Mount Carmel, (the) pres-
ent adequate maturity (of) nine vig-
orously functioning national ad-
ministrative institutions throughout
Baha’i World, combine (to) induce
me (to) arrive (at) this historic de-
cision marking most significant
milestone (in) evolution {of) Admin-
istrative Order (of the) Faith (of)
Bahd'w'lldh (in) course {of) last
thirty years. Nascent Institution
now created (is) invested (with)
threefold function: first, (o) forge
link (with) authorities (of) newly
emerged State; second, (to) assist
me (to) discharge responsibilities
involved (in) erection (of) mighty
superstructure (of the) Bab's Holy
Shrine; third, (to) conduct negotia-
tions related (fo) matters (of) per-
sonal status (with) eivil authorities.

‘To these will be added further func-
tions (in) course (of) evelution (of)

this nrst embryonic Internatlcma]
T T ———

Institution, marking its development
into  officially recognized Baha'i
Court, its transformation into ggh
elected body, its effloreseence intq
Universai House {(of) Justice, (and)
its final I‘ruition-_ﬁough -erection
(of) manifold auxiliary institutions
constituting (the) World Administra-
tive Center destined (to) arise (and)
function (and) remain permanently
established (in) close neighborhood
(of) Twin Holy Shrines. Hail (with)
thanlkful, joyous heart (at) long last
(the) constitution (of) International
Council which history will acclaim

(as the) greatest event shedding lus-...

tre {upon) second epoch (of) Form-
ative Age (of) Baha'{ Dispensation
potentially unsurpassed (by) any en-
terprise undertaken since inception
(of) Administrative Order {of) Faith
(on) morrow (of) ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Ag-
cension, ranking second only (t0)
glorious immortal events associated
Awith) Ministries (of the) 'Three
Central Figures (of) Faith (in)
course (of) First Age (of) most glor-
ious Dispensation (of the} five thou-
sand century Baha'i Cycle. Advise
publicize  anmouncement through
Public Relations Commitiee. i
(signed) Smosm
Haifa, Israel
January ¢, 1951

A New Step in Building
the Bab’s Shrine

Cablegram from the Guardian
. Announce (fo) Natjonal Assem-
}‘nlies (of) America, Europe {and)
| Australia (the) initiation (of) pre-
']1m1nar3, measures (for) erection
(of) steel framework designed (to)
support (the) contemplated dome
(of the) Bab's Sepulchre. Hely Edi-

fice whose site (the) .Founder {of
the) Faith designated while Himself -
(an) exle (in) Most Great:Prisen,
whose ceniral smm‘m'e (me) Center
(of) His Covenant erécted’ (m"the)
course (af the) tu.i‘bxﬂehi ‘3}}‘3’ f]
His Ministry, whose ‘envéloping ar- .
cade was constructed- 'esp:te
nal disturbance” rocbng
Lal‘:cl (is) now carr;ed iurward

thousand "dollar contr' fo;
wark (of) octagon_ -Re

(in) Italy (a.nd} Hoiv‘
(to) .
(in) rearing lofty’ dom -cr'wmng
unit (of) enterpnse 50"intim te!y &
sociated (thh the) :

Toic (and) Fo
Bah&'i D1§per;_sa

Haifa, Israel
Jamjary 4, 18

“Opemng Door” . :
Cablegram jrom’ the Guardzaﬂ. i
Announce (to) friends (the) deliv-
ery after more than fifty years (of)
key (to) Qasr Mazra'ih by Israel au-
thorities. Historic dwelling place’ (nf)j
Bzha'un'llah after Ieavmg Prison Cxty
(of) "Akka now being f\mshed (m}
anticipation opemng door (io) p:_-
grimage. A :
‘-—SHGGBI
Haifa, Israe] ' !
December 16, 1250 - R
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‘“Mldmost Heart of Entire Planet”

A Message From the Guardian j‘ R

Announce (to) friends (of) East
(and) West (the) following: furnish-
ing Mazraeh, completion (of) restor-
ation (of) historic house - (of)
Bahé'u'll4h (in) Acre, scene (of) pro-

" longed aiflictions suatamed {by)

.

Founder. (of) Faith, as well as su-
preme crisis suffered (by) ‘Abdu’l-
Baha (at) hands (of) Covenantbreak-
ers. Greatly enhanced ihternational
endowments (in) Holy Land in twin
cities (of) Acre (and) Haifa, now in-
«clude twin Holy Shrines situated
(on) plain (of) Acre (and) slepe (of)
Mount Carmel; twin Mansions {of)
Bahji (and) Mazraeh, twin historic
Houses inhabited (by) Bah&’w’lih
(and) ‘Abdu'l-Bahd; twin Interna-
tional Archives adjoining (the) Bab's
Sepulchre (and the) resting-place (of
the) Greatest Holy Leaf: twin Pil-
grim Hoises, constructed (for) Ori-

Significant Developmentsat

pensatmn : :‘;‘

" the) - newly formed
Council, particularly- s President,

ental ‘(and) 0cc1de.nta1 pﬂgnms,
 twin Gardens (of) Ridvan (and} Fix-

daws, associated (with the) memory

(of the) Author (of the) Baha[ D1s-

T

Greatly we]come assmtance (of

ason Remev and (ifs).
dent Amelia Collins,

ice- IeSl-
through” con-

" tact' (with) authorities ‘designed “(10)

spread (the) fame, consclidate (the)
toundations (and) widen (the). scope
(of) influence ‘emanating (from;the)
twin spiritual, admrmstratwe World
Centers permanently fixed (in the)
Holy Land constituting: (the)" m1d-
most heart (of the)’ enttre planet

Cablegi"em received
March 2, 1951,

Baha i World Center

Beloved friends:

Since the Ascension of ‘Abdu’)-
Baha in 1921, the Bah&'is of East and
West have lived under the inspira-
tion and guidance poured forth so
avundantly through the divinely ap-
pointed Guardian, No one can possi-
bly evaluate the Guardian’s influ-
ence-upon the Faith and upon the
world during that time.

Now in his cabled message of
March 2, and in his recent messages
already published we witness the
creation of new facilities which as-
sure an even greater range of ex-
pression for that sacred influence.
As the message ttself states, the_g___
ternational C has been de-
-signed through its contact with civil
authorities to spread the fame, con-
solidate the foundations and widen
the scope of the influence emanat-
ing from the twin spiritual, admini-

. strative World Centers localed m

the Hely Land,

Moreover, the new facmtles now
existing at Haifa can relieve ‘the
Guardian of the heavy and inereas-
ing ‘burden of correspondence and
detail which can be delegated 'to

-loyal helpers. Whatever affects the
‘work of the Guardian has infinite
. importance to every believer, .~

The friends, too, will realize that

new developments at the ‘Baha'i.

World Center sirengthen the -basis
on, which every local Assembly, ev-
ery committee and every National
Assembly stands and confers upon
the Bah&'i world community a new
and more effective relationship to
non-Baha'is,

The divine promise that society
will be transformed in this dispen-
sation is a spiritual miracle but at
the same time requires new institu-
tions through which the divine

CollJns, whose assistanee Jhe gr
.International )

: jan, foum:
those " properties *‘wb.tch alr qdy

. view sdlient passigesim God P
S5 By dnd, Baha wildh- dnd’th
mE HDGHI‘ -as well a5’ recent cah!éf

’ devotmn, Baha’ls are: Uf“ld-

ours, that while‘ the p,ld;gp;@g
‘. an‘k'ﬂ

Intematwnal Coun
Mason Remey and ers

B J’i*"‘ ¥

ill - g
behali as” they press’; ntthe
new, intérnational * ﬁe’ld” of 2B
serv:ce izl

represent the” Baha'i"‘;f{o (
and constitutetha™ tgfﬁ’aﬁoﬁﬁf’é
downents ‘of the Faith: >'I‘q“iotfo '

items”he ‘hsts the ﬁsmﬁ"*’fﬁiﬁggé :
AF

1%

& N&U"JE’?

In’ understanding,” dﬂvldﬁté:g

for Eahal School C!nldren

“The "Spiritual - Assembly ‘of :Keno?
sha wrote the Supenntendent_ the
Public Schools ::requesfing" Denms
sion for Bahd'f youth and- chﬂdren
to remain .away: on Bahé‘i Holy ,

‘Days. This request was. gt‘anted “in ':’__“

a very courteous letter from ‘the s
perintendent, .and the loeal Assem
bly has also received a"copyof
General “Circular containing 4. fo
mal notice . that “Children :ofi'the’ -
Bah®’f World Faith have’ beén’ grant-,; _
ed excuses from school on the Holy. "
Days of their faith.” Eight different
dates were specitied in . the_ an-
nouncement,

The National Assembly’ com- :
mends this action to all Assembhes :
which have not.yet applied to t.he!
schools. :

—NarmoNaL SpIRTrUAL 'Asse’mmf ’
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Donald A Harvey
5, rue Lavoisier
75008 Paris

Mr. M.V.D. Abdolvahaab Shoghian
Abasabad, Avenue Apadana No. 108

Teheran, Iran

My Dear Mr. Abdolvahaab
Shoghian  and Friend in
Baha’u’llah,

| just received in the mail today
your 9" August 1975 letter, and |
thank you very much for it and
the thoughts it contains.

I will try replying to the points
raised.

First of all, | receive letters from
Friends in America and Europe,
but the groups are very small and
do not weigh to any extent against
the decisions taken by the
proponents of this material
civilization, and | am afraid that
as long as this situation lasts, the
believers in God’s Sacred Cause
will appear insignificant.  Of
course the Cause belongs solely to
God (and of course to
Baha’u’llah). There has not been
any effort or sacrifice made in His
Path, particularly in the West.
The Cause is beset by personal
claims made, even if the ones who
make these claims are spreading
the Greatest Name as part of their
program. Such will have to pass
and be no more. For the past ten
years there has been a serious
recession in the fame implied
when pronouncing the Name:
Baha’u’llah, and people as a

result have been driven away
from the Cause towards all kinds
of causes which promise personal
material benefits. The Cause has
been much damaged by men
before other peoples, but each of
us should know that this Cause
remains whole, when it concerns
its Laws, Teachings, Principles
which someday must be known
and adopted by all peoples. Here
and there are sincere souls
seeking and God willing, will
arrive at the Object of their quest.
You undoubtedly know there are
millions of Baha’is who deserted
the Guardian Mason Remey.
They are misled, and are liable to
find the true Pathway once more.
I don’t recall Mason having
expelled from the Faith any of
these believers. They are part of
God’s Plan as each of the
Believers under the Guardianship
are also or should also be part of
God’s Plan. If the people of the
Faith who were led to abandon
the Guardianship called the pro-
Guardian believers “Covenant-
Breakers” it is because they were
led and induced to do so by their
newly-instituted leaders.
Likewise under duress of their
leaders they “expelled” the pro-
Guardian believers from their
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own newly-created organization.
For this and other abuses they will
have to stand judgment. However
under no circumstances are the
pro-Guardian believers to name
these other believers (who are out
of their wits) unpleasant names,
all through the range leading up to
“Covenant-Breakers”.  This is
forbidden anyway by ‘Abdu’l-
Baha in His Will, and each of us
should seek self-improvement so
to better serve The Cause and
induce other peoples by the way
we live, to look to the Cause of
Baha’u’llah and of themselves to
make it their own Faith.

Each of us must work on the
assumption that millions of the
misled believers will return to the
True Cause and thereby discredit
the organization that attempted to
substitute itself to the True
Covenant.  This certainly will
happen sooner of later. It
behooves each pro-Guardian to be
irreproachable in his way of life
and his manners, and on that
count alone he is forbidden from
laying a judgment upon other
peoples, unless and until he
receives assignment from God to
do so (to be perfectly frank I don’t
believe any of us will receive
such assignment for coming
times). Of what good causing any
agitation and to “wash dirty linen
in public?” The calling of each
true Believer in Baha’u’llah is so
high and so excels any other
calling that whoever will thus
follow God, he will become a
center of attraction for thousands
of peoples and be the cause of

them finding truth and the true
Pathway. This should be our
personal objective, and none of us
should concern ourselves with
what peoples of human-created
organizations are doing and
thinking. Baha’u’llah came for
one and all and our purpose is to
help desintoxicate the whole
atmosphere that others will also
partake of God’s bounties.
Should we also use their language
and brand them in return
“Covenant Breakers™ is there then
hope to proceed to such
desintoxication? By God, no!
Thus we should concern ourselves
with our personal betterment that
of loved ones and of whoever we
attract, and leave all doors open
for any strayed sheep returning to
the true fold.

If we want a world of harmony,
none of us should investigate
whoever do not believe or believe
something else. We must bear
upon the positive and avoid
negative things that finally make
people so unhappy, and severs
them from God.

Again | confirm the receipt of my
bank account on 21* May 1975 of
The sum of 6840 French Francs,
that includes 3 contributions one
amounting to 5280 Francs,
another of 600 Francs and another
of 1000 Francs. For the total of
6880 F must be deducted the bank
fee of 40 Francs. | have turned
over that sum to Pepe towards
completion of the resting place of
Charles Mason Remey. Pepe is
the adopted son of Charles Mason
Remey and as such he deserves
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our consideration and our
gratitude for his service to the
person of Charles Mason Remey,
keeping him in good physical
condition. He did it to such an
extent that Mason Remey was
looking forward to still be upon
this Earth at the end of the
Century.

| have received other funds from
other Friends and will turn them
over again to Pepe.

As for the matter of the Elders, |
heard mention made by Charles
Mason Remey of the 24 Elders to
be, however he didn’t mention it
to me specifically. | wondered
and still do as to whether they are
souls  sanctified  temporarily
replacing The Hands of the Cause
of God, or the appointed members
of The future Baha’t Court of
Justice. Certainly when God and
Baha’u’llah want the Guardian of
their Cause to be informed about
the constitution of the Elders, it
will then come to pass. The
Elders could well be these
sanctified souls who will appear
in this world on their own,
spontaneously and not unlike the
18 Letters of the Living who,
independently one from the other,
all arrived at Shiraz to seek and
find The Bab more than 130 years
ago.

Right now The Guardian cannot
function until a great number of
Friends will support him so to
enable him to devote a maximum
of the time allowed him, to
conduct the affairs of the Cause of
Baha’v’llah. The Temple will
have to be cleansed from all those

who have made it their purpose to
make the Cause of Baha’u’llah a
human-conceived Cause rather
than the Divinely-conceived
Cause that it is and will forever
be. Presently The Guardian can
only call the Friends everywhere
to spiritual action. It is only later
that this spirit, The Spirit from
Baha’u’llah, The Holy Spirit from
God, will cause people to turn
unto it and thereby make things
change anew all over our Planet
Earth. Belief in the Guardian is
sufficient and insufficient at the
same time, it is Dbelief in
Baha’u’llah, in His entire Cause,
with all its Laws and Precepts,
which counts. The Guardian is
only a part of His Revelation.
The “sans-Guardian” believers
will have to discover, as they will
sooner or later discover, that as
long as they do not believe in The
Guardianship, they will have
neglected the Revelation of
Baha’u’llah and will have gravely
undermined its integrity allowing
man-made interpretations to soil
(as far as they are concerned) the
Cause and Revelation. It is why |
do not want any Friend who
believes the Guardianship to cast
ungraceful words at these other
people who can only with time
grow unhappier unless and until
they will have fully accepted the
integral revelation of Baha’u’llah.
After all are there policemen in
the Faith of God? No! by God!
There are only the Institutions as
mentioned in The Will and
Testament, designed not to harass
people but to help them, one and
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all, so to enable each and
everyone of them to serve The
Cause of God in a yet improved
way.

The ‘‘sans-Guardian” believers
obeyed their leaders in expelling
the believers who recognized
Charles Mason Remey. It must
be said that the believers in the
Guardianship had to be expelled,
since the organization built up by
The Hands of the Faith in Haifa,
was no longer representative of
the Faith or its Institutions
described in  The Covenant.
When these misled Friends will
return to the True Fold, they will
do so upon their own. The
Spiritual Assemblies are as dead
bodies and will not have the
power to bring masses of
believers under the True Fold,
each of these believers will have
to personally resolve his re-
entering The True Fold. Of
course it will be much easier to
the simple believer than it will be
for a member of a local or
National Assembly, but everyone
will  be given an equal
opportunity. Of course it will be
much harder for a leader than for
a misled believer to shake himself
or herself loose from the human
organization enabling his or her
re-entry under the Covenant &
The Guardianship.

The Future Universal House of
Justice will be the one described
in the Will and Testament, and
will evolve as Shoghi Effendi told

us it would, from the International
Baha’t Council to The Baha’i
Court, to become “The Elected
body” (denoting thereby the
change from appointing members,
to their being elected. Whether
Council, Baha’i Court, “Elected
body” or finally The Universal
House of Justice, there will
always be the Head for life, The
Guardian. The Universal House
of Justice cannot be that body
erected a few years ago in
defiance of the Guardian Mason
Remey. Remember  the
prescriptions of Shoghi Effendi,
the first stage being The
International Baha’t Council, the
Second Stage the Baha’i Court,
the third being “The Elected
Body” and the fourth and final
stage: The Universal House of
Justice. Before that is realized
mankind will have to come to age
and partake in its erection all the
way through. How many years
will pass | do not know. Perhaps
at least 22 years (the eve of the
101" anniversary of  the
Ascension of Baha’u’llah May
29" 1993 AD, being the time
limit).

May the Beloved confirm you and
strengthen you to pursue the
supreme task of the establishment
of the Cause of Baha’u’llah in
every land.

As ever,

Faithfully in EI Abha,

Donald A. Harvey.
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SHOGHI EFFENDI’S INSTRUCTIONS
FOR UNFOLDING
THE BAHA’I ADMINISTRATION

By

KAMRAN TAIMOURI

Introduction

The Baha’i Administration developed and
expanded during the ministry of the first
Guardian of the Baha’i Faith, Shoghi
Effendi. All of these achievements were
the result of teaching works and financial
contributions of the Baha’is, and the hard
work and sacrifices of the Guardian of the
Faith. But, from the early stage of its
growth, the Baha’i Administration in many
countries around the world, externally and
internally, faced with difficulties which
delayed the advancement of its
institutions. The internal difficulties at first
were the lack of full knowledge of the
Baha’i laws and ordinances among the
administrators of the Local and National
Spiritual Assemblies around the world.
Secondly, the existence of certain elements
and beliefs which were brought to the
early Persian Baha’i community by the
former adherents of the Babi Faith and
passed on to the next generations of the
Persian Baha’is. These elements and
beliefs were such as; the influence and
individual leadership of the high-ranking
teachers of the Faith, fanaticism, belief in
BADA (change in God’s will),
exaggeration in the spiritual power and
stations of the elven Imams of Shi’ah
Islam and accordingly the station of
Shoghi Effendi which are in contrary to
the teachings and the spirit of the Faith of
Baha’u’llah. The Baha’i community of
Iran was the largest community, in the
Baha’i world, and many Persian pioneers
spread these beliefs among the Baha’is of
the other countries. Shoghi Effendi in his
writing namely, “The Dispensation Of

Baha’v’llah,” described the fundamental
theory and analysed the legitimate model
upon which the Administrative Order of
Baha’u’llah would be erected in the future
Baha’i commonwealth. To the World
Order which the Baha’is were building at
his time, Shoghi Effendi referred as the
embryonic World Order of Baha’u’llah.
Likewise, the Administrative Order of the
Faith, which was the nucleus of
Baha’v’llah’s World Order, had been
functioning at the embryonic stage since
the early 1922. During the thirty six years
ministry of Shoghi Effendi, the most holy
book of the Baha’i Faith, THE KITAB-I-
AQDAS, was not officially translated from
its original language into English or into
any other languages. The major history
book, in this period, was The Dawn-
Breakers, a chronicle of the events related
to Bab’s life, His ministry, and persecution
of His followers. In 1931, all of the
English speaking Baha’is were encouraged
by the Guardian to study this chronicle;
and later on, the Arabic and Persian
translation of it became available for the
believers in the Middle East. The
establishment of the Local, National, and
International Baha’i Courts and their
transformation to the recognized Houses of
Justice by the governments of the
countries were never accomplished for the
duration of Shoghi Effendi’s Ministry.
Consequently, laws that are secondary to
the laws and ordinances of THE KITAB-I-
AQDAS could not be legislated by the
Baha’i institutions at that time. In addition,
membership of the high-ranking Baha'i
teachers such as, Hands of the Cause and
their Auxiliaries, in the Baha'i National
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Spiritual Assemblies, brought gradually
those Baha'i National Assemblies under
the influences of the Hands of the Cause.
This phenomenon became much visible in
November 1957, when the Guardian of the
Baha’i Faith passed away. Soon all the
Baha’i National Assemblies of the world
accepted the ministry of the nine custodian
Hands of the Cause to govern them as the
highest Administrative Institution of the
Faith. There were no bases for this in the
Baha’i writings. The influence and
individual leadership of high-ranking
teachers of the Faith was one of the
distinctive elements of the Babi Faith in
every province of the old Persia, in mid
nineteenth century. In the true Faith of
Baha’u’llah, the group leadership of the
believers is manifested in the Spiritual
Assemblies, and this cannot be
undermined or substituted with the
individual leadership of distinguished
teachers or Hands of the Cause. The
objective of the writer of this article is not
to belittle the contributions of thousands of
women and men who laboured for the
expansion and consolidation of the Baha’i
Faith during Shoghi Effendi’s
Guardianship; but, to demonstrate the
Baha’i Faith in that time, from one
perspective and to certain extent, was
similar and comparable to the Babi Faith.
Therefore, the Administrative machinery
in that period of time represented a Faith
which was deeply rooted in the Babi Faith.
The writings of the Guardian indicate that
most of the laws and ordinances of The
Most Holy Book of the Baha’i era, due to
unfavorable circumstances in the countries
of the world, could not be exercised by the
Baha’is. Although, the twelve principles of
the Baha’i Faith were new and gave it a
unique characteristic yet many of the
Baha’i laws, ordinances, and teachings had
their origins in the Babi Faith and were
observed by the Followers of the Bab, in
the nineteenth century. Among them, some
are noticeable which were revealed by the
Bab in His book, the Persian Bayan, such
as: The dowry for marriage cannot exceed
95 mithgals of gold for city-dwellers and
19 mithqals of silver for village-dwellers,

the lowest limit for both is 19 mithgals ;
The weight of a mithgal is equal to 19
nakhuds [unite of weight in Persia] ; God
of the universe has allowed everyone to
wear cloths made of silk in any occasion,
and likewise, the usage of gold and silver ;
Divorce is not permissible save the
husband and wife wait one full year,
perchance reconciliation takes place
between them ; Congregational prayer is
forbidden except for the dead ; Praise God
six times in prayer for dead, recite each 19
times; It is allowed to inter the deceased in
a coffin made of crystal or polished stone;
It is permissible to wrap the body of the
deceased in five sheets of silk or best
cotton ; God has ordained the number of
each year to be the numeric value of
Kullu-Shay (361) and has fixed it at 19
months, and likewise, He commanded
each month to be 19 days; You will be
fasting the nineteen days of the last month;
God of the universe has chosen a day from
among other days and has entitled it to
Himself by naming it the Day of God ...it
is the day [ of Naw-Ruz] in which the sun
travels from the constellation of Pisces to
Aries; The most beloved thing in the sight
of God is moderation; O people of Bayan
I Not to wish for anyone what you do not
wish for yourself; It is forbidden to confess
save before God who is present in the
person who is His Manifestation..., in
brief, one’s confession [of sin] before the
another one is not permissible; The usage
of pulpits is forbidden, [instead] the usage
of chair or platform is commanded...that
to enable all to hear the Word of God. In
addition, in Arabic book of Bayan there
are ordinances, such as: “The Qiblih
[point of adoration] is indeed He Whom
God will make manifest, whenever He
moveth, it moveth, until He shall come to
rest”; Hair and bones of certain animals do
not invalidate one’s prayer; Gathering
together once every nineteen days to show
hospitality and fellowship; Renewing the
furnishings of homes after the passing of
each nineteen years.

In this article, the selected passages from
Shoghi Effendi’s writings are evidence to
the fact that the Baha’i Faith and its
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Administration were going through some
internal difficulties, and the elements of
the Babi religious order and its laws were
greatly affecting the Baha’i Faith.

Charter Of The Administrative Order
Of Baha’u’llah

The charter of the Administrative Order of
Baha’uv’llah was drawn by the Pen of His
appointed successor and interpreter of His
teachings, Abdu’l-Baha .The Will and
Testament of Abdu’l-Baha instructs the
Baha’i believers to form “in all countries
a secondary House of Justice,” and these
in turn “must elect the members of the
Universal one.” It also, clearly explains
the functions of the Supreme legislative
body of the Faith and the Institution of
Guardianship; namely, “the Universal
House of Justice,” and “the guardian of
the Cause of God” as “its sacred head
and the distinguished member for life of
that body.” Shoghi Effendi is appointed as
the Guardian and “the expounder of the
words of God,” in the same Will and
Testament. During the thirty six years of
his  Guardianship,  Shoghi  Effendi
encouraged the Baha’is around the World
to organize themselves in the local and
national spiritual assemblies and build the
administrative machinery of the Cause to
which he referred as, “The Baha’i
Administrative Order.” Shoghi Effendi’s
work and method in establishing the
Institutions of the Baha’i Faith, expansion
of the teaching field, and consolidation of
the Baha’i Administrative activities and
enterprises was based on a plan which had
to gradually unfold itself in different
stages.  His wife, Ruhiyyih khanum,
wrote: “There can be little doubt that
upon reading the Will and Testament of
Abdu’l-Baha, Shoghi Effendi’s first
thought was the speedy establishment of
the Supreme Administrative Body of the
Baha’i Faith, the Universal House of
Justice... He repeatedly mentioned it in
his communications--indeed in his first
letter to Persia, written on 16 January
1922, he refers to it and states that he will
announce to the friends later the

preliminary  arrangements  for its
election.” (The Priceless Pearl, pp. 247-
248). Under the direction of Shoghi
Effendi, the Baha’is of the Eastern and the
Western countries carried their teaching
activities to the furthest corners of the
world by becoming pioneers and forming
gradually the local and national spiritual
Assemblies and their auxiliary institutions.
Regarding to these early institutions, we
read in the “Principles of Baha’i
Administration,” a compilation of Shoghi
Effendi’s letters, such as: “Now that they
(the  believers) have erected the
administrative machinery of the Cause
they must put it to its real use--serving
only as an instrument to facilitate the
flow of the spirit of the Faith out into the
world. Just as the muscles enable the
body to carry out the will of the
individual, all Assemblies and
Committees must enable the believers to
carry forth the Message of God to the
waiting public, the love of Baha’u’llah
and the healing laws and principles of the
Faith to all men.” (p. 2). He also warned
the Baha’is, “Should we build up the
Administrative World Order to a point of
absolute perfection but at the same time
allow it to be hampered or disconnected
from the channels within, through which
channels the Holy Spirit of the Cause
pours forth, we would have nothing more
than a perfected body out of touch with
and cut off from the finer promptings of
the soul or spirit.”(p. 1). In his letter
dated March 12, 1923, he stated: “It is
our primary task to keep the most vigilant
eye on the manner and character of its
[Cause’s] growth, to combat effectively
the forces of separation and of sectarian
tendencies, lest the Spirit of the Cause be
obscured, its unity be threatened, its
Teachings suffer corruption; least
extreme orthodoxy on one hand, and
irresponsible freedom on the other, cause
it to deviate from that Straight Path
which alone can lead it to success.”
(Baha’i Administration, Selected
Messages, 1922-1932, p. 42). Whenever
there was a progress in teaching activity
and consolidation of the spiritual
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assembles in a country, the first Guardian
of the Faith expressed his joy and took
pleasure to announce that achievement to
the followers of Baha’u’llah in various
communities world around . He knew
these believers had a difficult task ahead of
them in order to transform the Baha’i local
and national spiritual assemblies to the
Houses of Justice which were referred to
by Abdu’l-Baha in His Will and
Testament. Ruhiyyih Khoum, in her book,
stated: “From an Indian pilgrim’s notes
in a letter to a friend, written in Haifa on
15 June 1929, we find the following: “
Shoghi Effendi says...so long as the
various National Assemblies do not have
stabilized, well organized positions, it
would be impossible to establish even an
informal House of Justice. He wants us
to at once draw up a constitution of the
National Assembly on the lines of the
American Trust and get it registered with
the Government of India, if possible as a
religious body, otherwise as a commercial
body...Shoghi Effendi has urged in his
recent letters to Eastern countries to have
National Assemblies recognized as
Religious Courts of Justice by local
Governments.” (The Priceless Pearl, p.
249). In his letter dated February 27,
1929, the Guardian explained: “the
Spiritual Assemblies of today will be
replaced in time by the Houses of
Justice... Not only will the present-day
Spiritual Assemblies be styled differently
in future, but they will be enabled also to
add to their present functions those
powers, duties, and  Prerogatives
necessitated by the recognition of the
Faith of Baha’u’llah.” He added: “Not
until they [the Baha’is|] are themselves
fully representative of the rank and file of
the believers in their respective countries,
not until they have acquired the weight
and the experience that will enable them
to function vigorously in the organic life
of the Cause, can they approach their
sacred task, and provide the spiritual
basis for the constitution of so august a
body [Universal House of Justice] in the
Baha’i World.” (The World Order Of
Baha’uv’llah , pp. 6-7).

Guardian Considered The Atrtificially
Created Assemblies As Temporary And
Insecure:

In a letter dated June 5, 1947, concerning
the Baha’i Assemblies formed by foreign
settlers in European countries, Shoghi
Effendi wrote: “Any artificially created
assembly, consisting of settlers from
abroad, can at best be considered as
temporary and insecure, and should, if
the second stage of European enterprise
is to be commenced without undue delay
in the future, be supplanted by broad-
based, securely grounded, efficiently
functioning assemblies, composed
primarily of the people of the countries
themselves, who are firm in faith,
unimpeachable in their loyalty and
whole-hearted in their support of the
Administrative Order of the Faith.”
(Citadel Of Faith, p. 22). On the same
subject, in his letter dated February 17,
1957, he addressed the National Spiritual
Assembly of Germany and Austria, by
saying: “It is artificial to build up
communities or  Assemblies  with
Persians, or for that matter, any Baha’is
from other countries. The Communities
and Assemblies should be made up of
local people. Thus in any of Centers
where a large number of Persian Baha’is
have settled, your Assembly should
discuss the subject with them, and urge
them to move to goal cities, where there
are no Baha’is, or groups, in order to

assist in  the teaching  work.”
(The Light of Divine Guidance, pp. 288-
289).

Financial Support To Baha’i Teachers
And Pioneers:

The teaching campaign and consolidation
of Administrative activities in Africa, Sub-
continent of India, and other Asian
countries required dispatching of pioneers
and Baha’i teachers to virgin territories
and establishment of the Baha’i Fund for
these goals. In a letter written on behalf of
Shoghi Effendi to the believers in India,
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dated November 28, 1940, we read: “In
connection with your teaching campaign,
the Guardian wishes you to inform the
N.S.A. that although there exists in the
Cause no such institution as that of paid
teachers, the N.S.A nevertheless should,
in view of the urgent and pressing
requirements of the six-year Plan, extend,
though only temporarily, any financial
assistance in its power to those believers
who offer to undertake pioneer work
throughout India and Burma. Also,
those believers who are not themselves
able to offer their services as pioneers,
and who wish to directly and effectively
participate in the campaign of teaching
can instead offer to defray, through the
national Fund, the expenses of any
believer they choose to deputize for that
purpose.”’ (Dawn Of A New Day, p. 84).

On 29 May, 1946, he wrote through his
secretary, such as: “the time has come
when the British Baha’is resources are
sufficient to enable them to embark on
their teaching campaign in a manner
similar to that already followed by the
American and Indian Baha’is. In other
words pioneers who volunteer for work, if
they are not able to support themselves,
should be supported by the National
Fund until they either find work or their
task is completed. Likewise traveling
teachers should be assisted financially to
carry out “projects” assigned to them.
The friends should not for a moment
confuse this type of support with the
creation of a paid clergy. Any Baha’i can,
at the discretion of the N.S.A., Receive
this necessary assistance and it is clearly
understood it is temporary and only to
carry out a specific plan. Baha’u’llah
Himself has not only enjoined on
everyone the duty of teaching His Faith,
but stated if you cannot go yourself, to
send Someone in your stead. The
National Assembly, through and with its
Teaching Committee, should take
immediate steps to get pioneers out into
the goal towns and teachers circulating
about, to not only support and inaugurate
the new work, but to stimulate the
existing Assemblies and groups, and help

them to expand.” (Unfolding Destiny, pp.
185-186) .

No Believer Above
Jurisdiction:

Assembly

Shoghi Effendi explained to the Baha’is
that the administrative authority in the
Baha’i communities at local and national
levels must be vested and centralized in
their Spiritual Assemblies. To no one, he
gave authority to put himself above the
jurisdiction of the Spiritual Assemblies
save the Guardian of the Cause. He wrote
on this subject through his secretary: “with
the view prevalent among some of the
believers to the effect that certain
believers have been given “spiritual
stations” which make them immune to
any action by a Baha’i administrative
body; the Guardian wishes me to
definitely state that to no one of the
believers such a station has been
conferred, which can place him outside
and above the jurisdiction of any
Assembly.”  (Principles of  Baha’i
Administration, p.19). Moreover, we read
in the same book: “Regarding the
principle that the Cause must not be
allowed to center around any Baha’i
personality, the Guardian wishes to make
it clear that it was never intended that
well qualified individual teachers should
not receive from local Assemblies every
encouragement and facilities to address
the public. What the Guardian meant was
that the personality and popularity of
such a speaker should never be allowed
to eclipse the authority, or detract from
the influence of the body of the elected
representatives in every local
community... Assemblies and not
individuals constitute the bedrock on
which the Administration is built.”(pp.
18-19). In respect to the centralization of
authority in the National Spiritual
Assembly, he stated: “The need for the
centralization of authority in the National
Spiritual Assembly, and the
concentration of power in the various
local Assemblies, is made manifest when
we reflect that the Cause of Baha’u’llah
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is still in its age of tender growth and in a
stage of transition.” (Baha’i
Administration, Selected Messages, 1922-
1932, p. 42). The appointment of the first
group of the Hands of the Cause, in
December 1951, brought a new realization
of what the Guardian stated in early years
of his ministry concerning the
centralization of authority in the Baha’i
National Spiritual Assemblies. Some of
the Hands of the Cause were already
members of National Spiritual Assemblies
in their respective countries when Shoghi
Effendi appointed them to the rank of the
Hands of the Cause. In cablegram of
December 24, 1951, he announced to the
Baha’i world, such as: “Nine elevated to
rank of Hand in three continents outside
Holy Land advised remain present posts
and continue discharge vital
administrative, teaching duties pending
assignment of specific functions as need
arises. Urge all nine [Hands] attend as
my representatives all four forthcoming
international conferences as well as
discharge  whatever  responsibilities
incumbent upon them at that time as
elected representatives of national Baha’i
Communities.” (Messages to the Baha’i
world, p. 20). On May 30, 1952, The
Guardian wrote to the National Assembly
of Germany: “the Hands of the Cause are
eligible to administrative offices except
those permanently residing in Haifa and
helping the  Guardian in the
administrative work. Whenever the time
comes when the Hands should give up
their administrative offices in order to be
more free to serve under his direction, he
will inform the friends.” (The Light of
Divine guidance, p. 182). In a letter dated,
March 25, 1957, Shoghi Effendi’s
secretary wrote on his behalf, such as: “he
[the Guardian] does not feel in this stage
in the development of the Faith and the
Institution of the Hands, that the Hands
should request to not be elected on
National Bodies, or resign from
them...The National Assembly is not
obliged to follow the wish of the Hands. It
is also not the Body empowered to tell the
Hands what to do; they can make

suggestions to them.” (The Light of
Divine Guidance, second volume, p. 127).
The Guardian increased the number of the
Hands of the Cause to twenty seven
individuals towards the end of 1957, the
year he passed away. These appointments
were according to the provision of the Will
and Testament of Abdu’l-Baha, clearly
stating: “The Hands of the Cause of God
must be nominated and appointed by the
guardian of the Cause of God. All must
be under his shadow and obey his
command... This body of the Hands of
the Cause of God is under the direction of
the guardian of the Cause of God. He
must continually urge them to strive and
endeavor to the utmost of their ability to
diffuse the sweet savors of God.” Shoghi
Effendi in his message dated April 6,
1954, announced that the Institution of the
Hands of the Cause “destined to assume
in the fullness of time, under the aegis of
the Guardian, the dual sacred
responsibility ~ for  protection  and
propagation of the Cause of
Baha’u’llah.” He honored the Hands in
his message of October 1957, by
addressing them as the “Chief Stewards”
and “high- ranking officers” of the World
Administrative Order. But, in nowhere the
Guardian gave the Hands of the Cause
authority to exercise above the Baha’i
National Assembly jurisdiction and to
disregard and nullify the decisions of this
elected body. Shoghi Effendi believed
there would not arise any conflict of
authority in between the Institutions of the
Baha’i Administration at any level whether
local, national, or international, if the
Baha’i institutions follow the
administrative principles of the Baha’i
Faith which was laid down by Abdu’l-
Baha in His Will and Testament. One of
Shoghi Effendi’s letters reads: “I wish to
reaffirm in clear and categorical
language, the principle already
enunciated upholding the supreme
authority of the National Assembly in all
matters that affect the interest of the
Faith. There can be no conflict of
authority, no duality under any form or
circumstances in any sphere of Baha’i
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jurisdiction whether local, national, or
international.” (Principles of Baha’i
Administration, p. 74). Passing away of
Shoghi Effendi in November 1957 created
a situation in which the Hands of the
Cause found themselves without their
leader who could guide them through the
crowning stages of the Baha’i world
Administration. On November 25, 1957,
the Hands of the Cause announced to the
Baha’is that Shoghi Effendi had left no
Will and Testament and that the Hands of
the Cause had constituted a body of nine
Hands, namely the “Custodians,” to
remain in Haifa, Israel, in order to protect
the Baha’i Faith. They further stated: “On
the matters involving administrative
questions this same body will assist
National Assemblies by citing those
passages of the Baha’i Sacred literatures
which direct the Assemblies to a sound
solution.” (The Ministry of the
Custodians, p. 37). Here the Hands of the
Cause made themselves a higher authority
above the Baha’i National Assemblies and
preserved for themselves the right to
pronounce the final word on questions
related to Baha’i administrative procedures
or validity of any other institutions. From
the beginning at the first conclave at Bahji,
in Akka, Israel, the Hands of the Cause
decided to manage the affairs of the Baha’i
word community by obtaining a majority
of votes among themselves. Two of the
resolutions made by twenty seven Hands
of the Cause, on November 25, 1957, read
such as: “In all their dealings with the
Israel Government and any local
authorities in Israel the Custodians shall
act through the Baha’i International
Council, who shall act in accordance
with the instructions of the Custodians.”
And “the authority to expel violators from
the Faith shall be vested in the body of
nine Hands” (The Ministry of the
Custodians, pp. 33-34). The International
Baha’it Council was one of the highest
institutions at the International level,
composed of nine members, which were
appointed by Shoghi Effendi. According to
the Guardian’s proclamation on January 9,
1951, the International Baha’i Council was

the forerunner of the Universal House of
Justice. Regarding to this Institution, in
his cablegram, dated April 25, 1951, he
stated: “Process of unfoldment of the
ever-advancing Administrative  Order
accelerated by the formation of the
International Baha’i Council designed to
assist in the erection of the superstructure
of the Bab’s Sepulcher, cement ties
uniting the budding World Administrative
Center with the recently established state
, and pave the way for the formation of
the Baha’i Court, essential prelude to the
institution of the Universal Houser of
Justice.” (Messages to the Baha’i World,
p. 13). Logically, it would be much proper
that the administrative procedures of the
Baha’i world community to be directed by
the International Baha’i Council for the
reason that Shoghi Effendi already had
expressed his satisfaction of the activities
of the International Baha’i Council in
accelerating the unfoldment of the Baha’i
Administrative  Order. But all the
evidences show that Hands of the Cause
did not want the International Baha’i
Council become the highest ruling body of
Baha’i Administration. On December 2,
1957, the Custodian Hands wrote to all
National Spiritual Assemblies:  “Our
lawyer advises us that we should also
obtain from each National Assembly a
letter recognizing us as the supreme body
in the Cause, and this letter should
include the following sentence: “We
pledge our full support, faith and
allegiance to the body of the Custodians
of the Baha’i World Faith elected by the
Hands of the Cause.” (The Ministry of the
Custodians, p. 40). The Custodian Hands,
in the same letter, stated that their motive
for obtaining such a letter was related to
the many legal negotiations they had to
conduct concerning properties at the
World Center and elsewhere. In response
to this letter, all the Baha’i National
Spiritual Assemblies gave their consent
and allegiance to the Custodian Hands. At
that time sixteen Hands of the Cause were
members of the Baha’i National Spiritual
Assemblies in various countries. In the
National Spiritual Assemblies of Iran, four
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Hands of the Cause had membership.
Under such circumstances, the National
Spiritual Assemblies could easily go under
influences of the Hands of the Cause
during their deliberations. Ruhiyyih
Khanum at the introduction of “The
Ministry of the Custodians” wrote: “When
the Guardian passed away the
paramount, supremely urgent task
confronting us at our first Conclave was
to ensure that everything connected with
the affairs, direction and administration
of the Faith was solidly and speedily
vested in the Institution of the Hands.”
(P. 10), and “the Hands were firmly
established as the ruling and guiding
body of the entire Baha’i world” (p. 2).
Those Baha’is who have studied the Will
and Testament of Abdu’l-Baha and
deepened themselves in the writings of
Shoghi Effendi are aware that the Baha’i
scriptures do not provide a base for the
Hands of the Cause to become the supreme
and ruling body of the entire Baha’i world.
Besides, in the text of Declaration of Trust
and By-laws which was the constitution of
the National Assemblies, and had been
approved by Shoghi Effendi, there was no
mention of the Hands of the Cause. The
authority was only vested in the
Institutions of National Assembly, the
Universal House of Justice, and the
Guardianship of the Faith, in this
constitution. In April 1960, there was a
conflict of authority between the Hands of
the Cause and the National Assembly of
France which had with majority of votes
accepted Mason Remey as the second
Guardian of the Faith. Mason Remey’s
proclamation was based on  his
appointment as the president of the
International Baha’i Council by Shoghi
Effendi in a cablegram, dated as of March
2, 1951. The Hands of the Cause dissolved
the National Assembly of France and
announced to the Baha’is that the five
members of the France National Spiritual
Assembly were covenant breaker. This
event is recorded in “The Ministry of the
Custodians,” a  documentary  book
approved by UHJ at the Baha’i World
Center, in Haifa, Israel. Shoghi Effendi in

the last year of his life wrote that the
spiritual health of the Baha’i communities
and the fulfillment of ultimate destiny of
the Baha’i Faith were all directly
dependent upon the befitting discharge of
responsibilities  resting  upon  two
Institutions of the Hands of the Cause and
the Baha’i National Spiritual Assemblies.
This Cablegram was dated as of June 4,
1957, and reads such as: “Call upon
Hands and National Assemblies, each
continent  separately, to establish
henceforth direct contact and deliberate,
whenever feasible, as frequently as
possible, to exchange reports...The
security of our precious Faith, the
preservation of the spiritual health of the
Baha’i communities, the vitality of the
faith of its individual members, the
proper functioning of its laboriously
erected institutions, the fruition of its
worldwide enterprises, the fulfillment of
its ultimate destiny, all are directly
dependent upon the befitting discharge of
the weighty responsibilities now resting
upon the members of these two
institutions.” (Messages To The Baha’i
World, p. 123).

Putting The Baha’i Laws Into Effect:

The KITAB-I-AQDAS is the most holy
book of the Baha’i Dispensation. It is the
repository of basic laws, ordinances,
principles, and guidance revealed by
Baha’u’llah. In respect to this holy book,
Baha’uv’llah stated: “Our Exalted Herald
[the Bab]... hath revealed certain laws.
However, in realm of His Revelation
these laws were made subject to Our
sanction, hence this Wronged One
[Baha’u’llah] hath put some of them into
effect by embodying them in the Kitab-i-
Aqdas in different words. Others We set
aside... There are also ordinances newly
revealed.” (Tablets of Baha’u’llah, p.
132). From the beginning of Baha’u’llah’s
declaration to His companions in
Baghdad, Irag, in  April 1863,
the followers of Baha’u’llah were
practicing many teachings and laws of the
Bab until a copy of THE KITAB-I-
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AQDAS was given to them sometime after
1873, the actual date it was revealed. Even
then they were known as Babis by the
adherents of the other religions. The name
“Baha’i” was introduced during the
Ministry of Abdu’l-Baha, by himself. THE
KITAB-I-AQDAS was written in its
entirety in Arabic by the pen of
Baha’u’llah and was never translated into
Persian language. Its circulation was
limited in Iran, and Many Persian Baha’i
teachers were able to read and understand
its context. But most of the Persian
believers did not know Arabic and their
knowledge of their holy book was little
and limited to what they perceived from
the Baha’i teachers.  During Abdu’l-
Baha’s ministry, many questions regarding
the prayers, fasting, laws of personal
status, and the other ordinances of THE
KITAB-I-AQDAS were raised by the
Baha’is to which Abdu’l-Baha answered
accordingly. The Baha’i spiritual
assemblies in the East had the obligation to
ask and encourage the followers of the
Faith to observe those ordinances which
were sanctioned by Abdu’l-Baha. From
the beginning of his Guardianship, Shoghi
Effendi asked the Baha’is of the East to
practice the laws of the Baha’i Most Holy
Book as far as the circumstances in their
countries allow them. To the Baha’is of
the western countries, he sanctioned some
of the laws and ordinances of THE
KITAB-I-AQDAS; but the laws of
Huququ’llah (right of God), Inheritance,
Dowry...and etc., were not given to the
western Baha’is during the thirty six year
ministry of Shoghi Effendi. In connection
to this subject, he wrote through his
secretary:  “the Laws revealed by
Baha’u’llah in the Aqdas are, whenever
practicable and not in direct conflict with
the Civil Laws of the land, absolutely
binding on every believer or Baha’i
institution whether in the East or in the
West. Certain laws, such as fasting,
obligatory prayers, the consent of the
parents before marriage, avoidance of
alcoholic drinks, monogamy, should be
regarded by all believers as universally
and vitally applicable at the present time.

Others have been formulated in
anticipation of a state of society, destined
to emerge from the chaotic conditions
that prevail today. When the Aqdas is
published this matter will be further
explained and elucidated.” (Principles of
Baha’i Administration, pp. 6 -7). In
March 1936, the Guardian stated: “The
day may not be far distant when in
certain countries of the East, in which
religious communities exercise
jurisdiction in matters of personal status,
Baha’i Assemblies may be called up on to
assume the duties and responsibilities
devolving upon officially constituted
Baha’i courts. They will be empowered,
in such matters as marriage, divorce, and
inheritance, to execute and apply, within
their respective jurisdictions, and with the
sanction of civil authorities, such laws
and ordinances as have been expressly
provided in their Most Holy Book.” (The
World Order Of Baha’u’llah, p. 200). In
December 1941, Shoghi Effendi stated:
“the Cause is not yet ready or sufficiently
matured to put all the provisions of the
Agqdas into effect... the provisions of the
Aqdas are gradually, according to the
progress of the Cause, being put into
effect already, both in the East and the
West.”(Dawn Of A New day, p. 94). In
January 1944, regarding the prospect of
the Faith of Baha’u’llah and the future
tasks of its followers, he wrote: “The
codification of the Kitab-i-Agdas, The
Mother-Book of the Baha’i Revelation,
and the systematic promulgation of its
laws and ordinances, are as yet unbegun.
The preliminary measures for the
institution of Baha’i courts, invested with
the legal right to apply and execute those
laws and ordinances, still remain to be
undertaken.” (God Passes By, p. 411).
On 22 July 1949, Guardian’s secretary
wrote on his behalf: “as most of the laws
of the Aqdas cannot at present be
enforced anywhere he has not deemed it
necessary or wise to translate and
promulgate them. You can orally
translate them for any of the believers
anxious to know exactly what they are...
Neither the Master nor the Guardian

33



have made any pronouncements about
punishments stipulated in the Aqdas.”
(Unfolding Destiny, p. 455). Ruhiyyih
Khanum wrote: “One of the goals of the
Ten Year Plan associated with the World
Center, a goal the Guardian had allotted
to himself, was what he termed the
“codification of the laws and ordinances
of the Kitab-i-Agdas, the Mother Book of
the Baha’i Revelation.”... Shoghi
Effendi worked on this for about three
weeks or so in the spring of 1957... 1
realized from what he told me that he was
not planning at that time a legal
codification of the provisions in the
Aqdas but rather a compilation, placing
subject with subject, which would enable
the Baha’is to comprehend the nature of
the laws and ordinances given by
Baha’u’llah to His followers. It was at
this time that Shoghi Effendi remarked
more than once that he did not feel he
could ever finish this task he had
undertaken.” (The Priceless pearl, p.
445).

No Amendment Could Be Introduced In
The Text Of National Baha’i
Constitution Without Approval Of
Shoghi Effendi:

According to Shoghi Effendi’s instruction
all National Spiritual Assemblies in the
world had to adopt a National Baha’i
Constitution in conformity with the text of
the Declaration of Trust and By-Laws of
the Baha’is of the United States and
Canada. The Declaration of Trust of the
early Baha’i National Assembly was
composed of several Articles and was
adopted in 1927. Article 1l of Declaration
of Trust reads: “We declare the purposes
and objects of this Trust to be to
administer the affairs of the Cause of
Baha’ulah for the benefit of the Baha’is
of the United States and Canada
according to the principles of Baha’l
affiliation and administration created and
established by Baha’u’llah, defined and
explained by Abdu’l-Baha, and amplified
and applied by Shoghi Effendi and his
duly constituted successor and successors

under the provision of the Will and
Testament of Abdu’l-Baha .”  This
Article is indicting the line of the
Guardians was meant to be continued after
the passing away of Shoghi Effendi. The
Article IV declares: “The trustees, i.e. ,
the National Spiritual Assembly, shall
adopt for the conduct of the affairs
entrusted to them under this Declaration
of Trust, such by-laws, rules of procedure
or regulations as are required to define
and carry on its own administrative
functions and those of the several local
and other elements composing the body
of the Baha’is of the United States and
Canada, not inconsistent with the terms
of this instrument and all in accordance
with the explicit instructions given us to
date by Shoghi Effendi, Guardian of the
Cause of Baha’w’llah”. This Declaration
of Trust and the By-Laws were printed as
appendix at the end of old copies of
“Baha’i  Administration” during the
ministry of Shoghi Effendi. On May 27,
1927, the Guardian wrote to the National
Spiritual Assembly of the United States
and Canada: “The Declaration of Trust,
the provisions of which you have so
splendidly conceived, and formulated
with such assiduous care, marked yet
another milestone on the road of progress
along which you are patiently and
determinedly advancing. Clear and
concise in its wording, sound in principle,
and complete in its affirmations of
fundamentals of Baha’i Administration,
it stands in its final form as a worthy and
faithful exposition of the constitutional
basis of Baha’i communities in every
land, foreshadowing the final emergence
of the world Baha’i Commonwealth of
the future. This document, when
correlated and combined with the set of
by-laws which I trust are soon
forthcoming, will serve as a pattern to
every National Baha’i Assembly, be it in
the East or in the West, which aspire to
conform, pending the formation of the
First Universal House of Justice, with the
spirit and letter of the world-order
ushered in by Baha’u’llah.”
(Baha’l Administration, pp. 134-135).
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About two years later, in a letter dated
February 27, 1929, Shoghi Effendi
explained to the National Spiritual
Assembly of the Baha’is of the United
States and Canada: “whatever
amendments you may decide to introduce
in the text of the Declaration and By-laws
should be duly communicated to me, that
I may take the necessary steps for the
introduction of similar changes in the
text of all other National Baha’i
Constitutions.” (The World Order
Of Baha’u’llah,p.11). In 1934, he wrote to
the Baha’is in Persia such as: “The first
responsibility of the National Assembly is
to formulate the By-Laws and adopt the
constitution of its community in
conformity with the Declaration of Trust
of the National Assembly of the Baha’is
in America. The text of this Declaration
of Trust [of America] must be carefully
translated without any change and
alteration; because what are explicitly
recorded in it are the administrative
principles and considered as the
foundation of the Baha’i community.”
(Tawgiat-i-Mubarakih, 1922 - 1948).
Shoghi Effendi asked all the National
Spiritual Assemblies (N.S.A.) not to alter
the  essential  principles of their
constitution. On 27 December 1934, he
wrote through his secretary to the British
National Spiritual Assembly: “He [Shoghi
Effendi] feels it his duty, now that your
N.S.A. is taking steps for its formal
registration in the Government, to
earnestly request you to adopt, in its
entirety and without any alteration, the
full text of the constitution of the
American N.S.A. so as to maintain the
necessary uniformity in the essential
principles of the Administrative Order.
Whatever is not specified in the text of
this national constitution, the Guardian
has already explained to the National
Assemblies of America, India, Egypt, Irag
and Persia, is to be left to the discretion
of these Assemblies. He does not object if
there be any differences in these
secondary matters, but he feels that he
should insist on uniformity in
essentials.”(Unfolding Destiny, pp. 101-

102). Adoption of National Baha’i
constitutions in new territories became one
of the goals of the Ten Year Teaching
Plan, set by the Guardian, which started in
1953 and destined to end in 1963. The
texts of Declaration of Trust and By-laws
of several National Spiritual Assemblies in
English, Persian, German, Arabic, and
Spanish were printed in “THE BAHA’I
WORLD, VOL. XII 1950 -1854; pp. 393 -
444). In April 1963, the Baha’is elected a
sans-Guardian Universal House of Justice
which later on decided to make
amendments in the text of Declaration and
By-laws of the Baha’i National
Assemblies.  This means they made
alteration in the principles of the
Declaration of Trust by erasing the phrase
“his [Shoghi Effendi’s| duly constituted
successor and successors under the
provisions of the Will and Testament of
Abdu’l-Baha” from Atrticle 1, and also by
removing the phrase the “explicit
instructions given us to date by Shoghi
Effendi, Guardian of the Cause of
Baha’u’llah, which instructions are
already known to the Baha’is” from the
Article IV. The alteration is in contrary to
the instructions of Shoghi Effendi and
should be considered as a breach in the old
constitution of the Baha’i National
Assembly. The reason Shoghi Effendi
wanted the words “Successor and
Successors” remain in the Declaration of
Trust was for they were according to the
provision of the Will and Testament of
Abdu’l-Baha, and the Guardian himself
foreshadowed the continuation of the line
of Guardians of the Faith as he stated in a
letter on April 11, 1949: “once a Baha’i
has the profound convection of the
authority from God, nested in the
Prophet, passed on to the Master, and by
Him, to the Guardians, and which flows
out through the assemblies and creates
order based on obedience —once a Baha’i
has this, nothing can shake him.” (THE
LIGHT OF DIVINE GUIDANCE; second
volume, p.84).
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Shoghi Effendi’s Ten Year Plan For
Establishment Of National And
International Baha’i Courts:

Towards the end of his life, Shoghi
Effendi gave the Baha’i world the Ten
Year Plan known as “Ten Year Crusade.”
His Plan intended to fulfill the Will and
Testament of Abdu’l-Baha by establishing
the highest Baha’i institutions at the
National and international levels in the
world. In March 1953, in a long letter to
the Persian believers, he wrote: “the most
great Crusade [Ten year Plan] for which
and for the purpose of enforcing the Will
and Testament of the Center of the
Covenant [Abdu’l-Baha] and fulfilling
the Teaching Plan of the expounder of
the word of God, the adherents of the
Cause of God will arise.”(Tawqi-i-Naw
Ruz, 110 Badi). The writings of Shoghi
Effendi are indicating that he thought until
the Baha’i National Spiritual Assemblies
and the International Baha’i Council were
not properly and legally transformed to
Baha’i courts, it would be premature to
name them Houses of Justice. For the
reason that the Will and Testament of
Abdu’l-Baha which is the charter of the
world order of Baha’u’llah, guides the
believers to establish the secondary and
the Universal Houses of Justice. As he
wrote on March 11, 1936, “The day may
not be far distant when in certain
countries of the East, in which religious
communities exercise jurisdiction in
matters of personal status, Baha’i
Assemblies may be called upon to assume
the duties and responsibilities devolving
upon officially  constituted  Baha’i
courts.” Then on October 8, 1952, the
Guardian  proclaimed the projected
lunching of the Ten Year Teaching Plan,
known as ten year spiritual Crusade. Some
of the goals of the Crusade were such as:
“The establishment of a Baha’i court in
the Holy Land, preliminary to the
emergence of the Universal House of
Justice. Codification of the laws and
ordinances of the Kitab-i-Agdas, Mother
book of the Baha’i Revelation.
Establishment of six national Baha’i

Courts in the chief cities of the Islamic
East—Tehran, Cairo, Baghdad, New
Delhi, Karachi, Kabul,” and again on his
letter dated May 4, 1953, in connection to
these objectives, he wrote: “the
transformation of the International
Baha’i Council into an international
Baha’i court; the codification of the laws
and ordinances of the Kitab-i-Aqdas; the
establishment of six national Baha’l
Courts in the chief cities of Islamic East.”
(Messages to the Baha’l World, p. 42,
152). Concerning the progress of the
Crusade, on March 29, 1955, he wrote
through his secretary: “The Ten Year
Crusade ends in 1963; but as many of the
goals should be won as quickly as
possible. It should certainly be clear to all
of the friends that we cannot hold off on
winning the various goals of our tasks
until the last year of the Crusade. They
should be won just as quickly as possible.
Furthermore, there are many tasks of the
Crusade which the Guardian is not
lunching until preliminary goals have
been won.” (Unfolding Destiny, p. 345).
Shoghi Effendi passed away in the mid-
point of the Crusade, and the fortune of the
Baha’l Faith fell under the control of the
Hands of the Cause to rule the entire
Baha’i world for six years. They were not
able to establish even one Baha’i court
which the Guardian set as a goal in his Ten
Year Teaching Plan. They elected a
Universal House of Justice which in
contrary to the instruction of Shoghi
Effendi had not become an officially
recognized religious court of Justice by the
government of Israel.

The Influence Of The Babi Faith Upon
The Baha’i Faith:

Regarding the influence of the Babi Faith
upon Baha’i Dispensation, Shoghi Effedi
stated: “the Unity of the Baha’i revelation
as one complete whole embracing the
Faith of the Bab should be
emphasised...The Faith of the Bab
should not be divorced from that of
Baha’u’llah. Though the teachings of the
Bayan[Bab’s holy book] have been
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abrogated and superseded by the laws of
Aqdas, yet due to the fact that the Bab
considered Himself as a forerunner of
Baha’u’llah  we should regard His
Dispensation together with that of
Baha’u’llah as forming one entity.”
(Unfolding Destiny, p. 426). Furthermore,
He stated: “His [Bab’s] Dispensation in a
sense will last as long as Baha’u’llah’s
lasts.”(Dawn Of A New Day, p. 94). It
should be said that before writing a history
of the life and ministry of Baha’u’llah,
Shoghi Effendi gave an English translation
of the history of the Babi Faith to the
world, in 1931. This work was Nabil’s
narrative that he named it the Dawn-
Breakers and completed it in 600 pages
with the addition of 200 pages notes. In
October 1931, he cabled America: “Urge
all English speaking believers
Concentrate study Nabil’s immortal
narrative as essential preliminary to
renewed Intensive Teaching Campaign
necessitated by completion Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar. Strongly feel widespread use of
its varied rich and authentic material
constitutes most effective weapon to meet
challenge of a critical  hour.
Unhesitatingly recommend it to every
prospective visitor of Baha’u’llah’s native
land.” (The Priceless Pearl, p. 217). In
reference to this book, his secretary wrote
to the Baha’is of England: “Shoghi
Effendi feels justified to call Nabil’s
narrative a narrative of the early days of
the Baha’i revelation.” (Unfolding
Destiny, p. 427.)

Up to then there was not a chronicle of
important events of Baha’u’llah’s ministry
or an analyses of His writings. There were
two books available for the believers in the
East and in the West providing some
historical information in connection to the
Bab and Baha’u’llah’s mission. “A
Traveler’s Narrative” written by Abdu’l-
Baha was a chronicle of the Bab’s
ministry, describing Baha’u’llah as a
devoted Babi leader and as the Promised
One of the Babi Dispensation. This was
translated into English by Edward
Granville Browne and published by
Cambridge University Press in 1891.

Another book was, “Baha’u’llah And The
New Era” by J.E. Esslemont, a general
introduction to the Baha’i Faith, first
published in Britain in 1923. In chapter IlI,
it outlines the important events of
Baha’u’llah’s life in about 22 pages. In
1944, for the first time, a monumental
work on history of Babi and Baha’i
Dispensations, namely “God Passes By,”
was given to the followers of the Faith by
Shoghi  Effendi. A review of the
significant historical events during the
ministry of Baha’u’llah as an independent
Manifestation of God, analyses of His holy
book and Tablets were recorded in “God
Passes By,” in 144 pages. On Foreword of
the book, at the very beginning, the
Guardian wrote: “On the 23" of May of
this auspicious year [1944] the Baha’i
world will celebrate the centennial
anniversary of the funding of the Faith of
Bha’u’llah.” This statement of Shoghi
Effendi is very similar to what he wrote
ten years prior to this date at the opening
of “The Dispensation Of Baha’u’llah,” a
long letter to the western believers. It is
obvious that Shoghi Effendi considered the
declaration of the Bab, on 23 of
May1844, as a historical date on which the
foundation of the Baha’i Faith was laid
down by The Bab. Many of the Babi
teachings, laws, and ordinances were
embodied in THE KITAB-I-AQDAS with
no changes or with modification by
Baha’u’llah. The doctrine of BADA was
one of the teachings of The Bab, revealed
by Him, in the Persian Book of Bayan. On
chapter 3 of the vahid IV of this book, The
Bab prepared His followers to accept
changes in the plan, laws, and ordinances
of God. This was because the Dispensation
of the Babi Faith was short; apparently
only nineteen years, and the coming of the
Promised One of the Babi Faith was near.
The Bab stated the occurrence of BADA is
when a prophet of God is alive. Moreover,
he explained such changes happened in the
name of abrogation in the laws of Quran
during the ministry of  Prophet
Mohammad. The Bab stated whatever
change to a decree made by Prophet
Mohammad, during His lifetime, had to
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remain fixed until the Day of Resurrection.
The teaching of the Bab is indicating that
BADA does not happen in the laws of God
after the passing of the prophet-founder of
a Faith up to the next Manifestation of
God. In Chapter 9 of the vahid VII of the
Persian Book of Bayan, The Bab in respect
to Baha’v’llah (Man’yuzhiru’llah) wrote:
“O people of the Bayan! Be on your
guard; for on the Day of Resurrection no
one shall find a place to flee to. He will
shine forth suddenly, and will pronounce
judgment as He pleaseth. If it be His wish
He will cause the abased to be exalted,
and the exalted to be abased, even as He
did in the Bayan, couldst thou but
understand. And no one but Him is equal
unto this. Whatever He ordaineth will be
fulfilled, and nothing will remain
unfulfilled.” (Selections From The
Writings Of The Bab. P. 92). The above
passage is indicting there will not be a
BADA in Baha’u’llah’s plan, laws, and
ordinances for a period of at least a
thousand years of the Baha’i Dispensation.
There are passages in The Most Holy
Book of Baha’u’llah referring to the fact
that His Will and decrees are irrevocable.
We read in THE KITAB-I-AQDAS, such
as: “O kings of the earth! The Most Great
Law hath been revealed in this Spot, this
scene of transcendent splendour. Every
hidden thing hath been brought to light
by virtue of the Will of the Supreme
Ordainer, He Who hath ushered in the
Last Hour, through Whom the Moon has
been cleft, and every irrevocable decree
expounded.”(K 81). In November 1957, at
the first conclave of twenty seven Hands
of the Cause, the seven Persian Hands who
were familiar with the doctrine of BADA
in Shiih, Islam suggested that, in the
provision of the Will and Testament of
Abdu’l-Baha, BADA had occurred and
there could not be a second Guardian to
succeed Shoghi Effendi. The majority of
the Hands liked the idea and accepted it.
But, if the Persian Hands of the Cause had
studied carefully the teaching of The Bab
in respect to doctrine of BADA, they
would not suggest it to the other Hands of
the Cause after the passing of Shoghi

Effendi, in November 1957. For according
to The Bab, only the prophet-founder of
the Faith has authority to pronounce
BADA (change) upon a decree or
whatever He wishes. It is incumbent upon
the followers of the Faith to obey the laws
and instructions given to them in the holy
writings of their Faith. The writings of
Shoghi Effendi do not support the
occurrence of BADA in the provision of
the Will and Testament as he stated: “The
bedrock on which this Administrative
Order is founded is God’s immutable
Purpose for mankind in this day...The
axis round which its institutions revolve
are the authentic provisions of the Will
and Testament of Abdu’l-Baha.” (The
World Order Of Baha’u’llah, p.156).
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Visiting Charles Mason Remey
The second Guardian of the Baha’i Faith

By
Donald A. Harvey and Jacques Soghomonian
September 5th 1972
Jacques and Donald journeyed to come. These pretenders claim for

Monday 4t September 1972 by
highway from Marseille to Florence
in view of visiting the Guardian of
the Cause of God and of the Faith of
Baha’v’llah. They arrived late in the
evening and it was only the
following morning, Tuesday 5t
September that they took contact at
the Pensione.

There they found Mason Remey in
high form, sitting in an easy chair in
his room. He welcomed them with
open arms one and the other, and the
conversation began almost
immediately.

Mason emphasized how much Pepe
Is a very special servant to the Cause
through his total service, abnegation
and entire fidelity to him Mason, to
his physical person presently
confined to his room. Mason
declared how much this fact should
be known to all the peoples as it will
be anyway sooner or later, this we
can all be sure.

Then the topic of the present
confusion throughout the world and
more particularly in the Baha’i Faith
was brought up. Mason declared
quite  bluntly that there are
pretenders as there always were, but
especially in our times and for times

themselves the Guardianship of the
Faith of Baha’u’llah and thereby
will mislead many peoples as is the
case in partisan and election political
campaigns. No matter how this
continues Mason declared that there
Is but one single Cause of God and
that each of us can be certain that
there is but one Guardian of the
Baha’i Faith. This he has repeated
several times during this initial
conversation, and he has insisted
very strongly on this fact of unicity
and of the authenticity of the
Guardianship of the Cause of
Baha’u’llah. He said that none of us
should ever be discouraged whatever
the circumstances for ultimately this
truth of the guardianship and of a
single Guardian would be at last
seen and recognized by all the
peoples living upon this Earth.

The Guardian said that our present
day situation surrounding us is very
confusing indeed. Jacques and
Donald asked him, since so many
efforts of the Sans-Guardian groups
and those of the followers of
numerous  pretenders to the
Guardianship of the Cause, those of
today and those to come, if it would
be useful that large excerpts and
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developments of “Some Answered
Questions” be circulated
everywhere. Mason immediately
answered them to do nothing of the
kind, so not to add to the great
confusion which prevails now in the
Faith among all the friends. It would
be well instead for each of the very
few friends who really follow the
Guardian (and for him four or five
of them at this moment would be
sufficient) to pursue on doing his
best in presenting this Message
which is destined to all the peoples,
to the peoples that they may meet in
these times to come. The friends
must not engage in arguments
(polemics) which only shrouds
fundamentals and makes things yet
more confusing then they are at
present, but to know well themselves
what Baha’u’llah expects from each
and from all in order to be able to
present with some degree of success
this Message to the peoples of the
earth, beginning thereby with those
who show a definite desire for the
search for truth. Answering a
question Mason said that mysteries
are created solely by men.

To another question put forth to
Mason concerning the Revelation of
John The Divine and the
corresponding chapter of the New
Testament in the Bible where it is
spoken of the Lamb of God who will
sit upon the Throne of God
surrounded by the faithful and where
he will unfurl the scrolls, Mason
confirmed that the Lamb of God is
in fact the Guardians of the Cause of
Baha’u’llah. These verses revealed
by John the Apostle in the Chapter

of Revelation in the very Last Days
would be literally accomplished in
due time.

Mason made mention of the Number
One, the Unicity of God and of His
Cause and that of the Guardianship.
He spoke also about the Number
Seven as being a number of religious
significance down through the ages
and more particularly so during
these present times and those to
come (The Seven Lights or Candles
of the Spirit). Each of the true
followers of Baha’u’llah and of the
Guardianship which is inseparable to
this Cause should be as each of these
lights. Mason reminiscing while on
this subject recalled an hymn in the
Methodist Church: “Keep the home
Light burning”, never let it die
down, keep it well in evidence
before the whole world. Such is the
requirement for the Seven Lights for
the times we are now living in. It is
incumbent for all concerned to
insure that whatever surrounds and
protects that Light from outside
winds (in other words, the Lamp
itself) will be constantly maintained
in good condition so that it will
correctly fulfill its purpose.

Mason also recalled the numerical
systems having ten, or twelve as a
base, which are propositions and
inventions coming solely from men
and having no relationship with
these Seven Lights in the Baha’i
Faith. Moreover Mason indicated
that there was no direct relationship
whatsoever, even no basis for
comparison between these Seven
Lights and the Five Worlds of the
Spirit which were developed by
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Abdu’l-Baha in one of the Chapters
of “Some Answered Questions’.

All throughout this series of exposes
the Guardian, more lucid than he
ever seemed to be before, insisted
upon the fact that there is but one
Guardian, and all those who, today
follow the Guardian can ever be
certain of it whatever may happen as
coming from men, and no matter
how many detractors (there) will be.
All ready with the presentation of
the signification of the figure
“Seven”, and that of the figure
“One” (one single true Cause of God
and one Guardian only) Mason then
emphasized and insisted upon the
sentence: ‘“There are many called
and few chosen”. He again and
again repeated  this  Verse,
alternating it with the declaration
that, there is but one sole true
Guardian of the Faith and that the
few who follow him and who will
follow him can be absolutely certain
of that fact and must not allow
anything whatever to lead them
away from this essential and
indestructible Truth.

Jacques proposed that a prayer be
said all together and Mason asked
Jacques to lead us in prayer at this
moment. Even before the last verse
was pronounced Mason had closed
his eyes and found himself then so it
seemed intensely concentrated as in
another world. Only thereafter he
gradually come back to himself.
This interview lasted about an hour
and a few minutes over, and Jacques
with Donald took leave of the
Guardian since lunch time was

approaching, in order to meet with
him later that afternoon.

It is customary right after lunch for
everyone to take a short nap or
“siesta”. Mason remained alone in
his room most of the afternoon while
Jacques, Donald and Pepe were up
to the terrace on top of the building
for a relaxed and friendly chat,
reminiscing about many events that
were lived through by some or
another, either together or each one
on his own. Somehow a balance
sheet could thus be drawn with the
evidence that the True Faith and
Cause of God is one thing while the
actions of men, far from being
decisive and overriding, can only be
illuminated, whether favorably or
des-favorably as each case may by
the incontrovertible and unalienable
verities of the True Religion of God
such as was revealed to us by the
many Manifestations down the ages
and more particularly His Holiness
Baha’u’llah for the recent and actual
times as well as for the times to
come.

As soon as this meeting with Pepe
ended, Jacques and Donald came
downstairs to see Mason who
awakened from his siesta. He said he
was happy to see them again, and
repeated several times the Verse:
“There are many called and few
chosen” and pronounced
alternatively that there is but one
true Guardian only, of the Cause of
God. He repeated too that this fact,
nowadays invisible to the peoples,
would become subsequently and at
last clear and evident to all. He
recommended to  never be
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discouraged whatever events may
come to us for ultimately all will be
well. This is the Cause of God and
nothing; absolutely nothing will ever
prevail against His Plan. All will
become at last clear for all the
peoples of the Earth for times to
come.

Mason told Donald and Jacques “Do
you see this painting and this portrait
that | can see through the mirror of
this chest over there? Well, one can
ask himself all kinds of questions,
and there will always be questions,
always questions one can ask
without ever finding any answer.
Nevertheless we must forge ahead
and do what is to be done, gradually
as things present themselves to you
and not allow questions to stop you
as if they were obstacles. There will
be and always will be questions that
one must not try to answer nor to
solve. Only acts performed in the
right spirit will be taken in account.
Anyways every effort will always
find an ending and will inevitably
bear its fruits.”

Mason also said to Donald and to
Jacques: “Each time there are inside
bowel movements in my body and
that there is this inside growling
which forces me often to do what |
shouldn’t as I lay upon this bed, then
| know that there is something the
matter in the Baha’i Cause, that
things are not correct in the Cause
and are going bad.”

As dinner time approached Jacques
and Donald took with Pepe leave of
Mason and would rejoin him after
dinner.

Thus about 8:30 p.m. Jacques,
Donald and Pepe, after a brief
conversation together that began
during dinner, visited again Mason.
He greeted them standing up and
with a cane in hand. He sat down in
the arm chair as Pepe said to him:
“Mason, when you will be tired, you
tell Donald and Jacques and we will
then all retire for the night.”

Mason began the interview stating
that the day about to end was a
marking success, nevertheless there
would yet be many events of all
kinds. He then quoted again the
Verses: “There are many called but
few chosen”. He also said that things
announced themselves well vyet
everything could be compromised,
that is why we should all dedicate
ourselves to action, each as he is
concerned, in his family, in his city,
in his work. No one could foretell
exactly what would then happen and
what would be the future condition
of this or that person, and that it
would be wiser not to say too much
now. He then came back and quoted
the Verse: “There are many called
but few chosen ones....” And then
fixing his gaze through the window
of his room Mason told Jacques and
Donald: “I can see over there a light
and one can ask himself questions
without ever finding an answer.”
(The sun had set, night was upon us
and across the Arno River from
where we were we could see not
only one but several lights
scintillating like big stars, coming so
it appeared from houses upon the
hill. Mason during his interview was
in full possession of his powers and
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no one did see him yet as one could
behold him that evening as the True
Guardian of the Cause of God and of
Baha’uv’llah, the very Centre of the
Faith, the fully lucid Captain
conducting the Ship.)

Mason insisted again, and at length
this time, more then ever before
upon the fact that there is but one
True Guardian of the Faith, upon the
Verse: “There are many called but
few chosen”, and upon the presence
of questions in our minds, questions
which will never be resolved.
Between these things Mason asked
first Jacques and Donald if they
would have anything to say
themselves. He asked them if they
had any questions, first of all
general, and thereafter personal, to
bring to him. One after the other
Jacques and Donald related to him
their profession and entourage,
asking him if they should be
changed? In each case Mason
declared:

“Continue, pursue what you are now
doing concerning your professional
work from where you are now, and
for your family.”

Again came the theme: “There will
always be questions which will
never be answered, and it should not
deter us in any way whatsoever.”
Mason asked again and again once
more, if there were questions as if to
probe at this instant his visitors.
Upon a remark of Mason that whole
problems yet subsist in a very
special country where the Guardian
is already served on the spot (its
capital city was mentioned earlier in
the day and Mason did not provide

any precise answer to it) one of his
visitors received from Mason this
answer: “if 1t would be possible for
anyone to make a brief journey there
it would be indeed a good thing.”
Another question was brought to
Mason, a question also mentioned
earlier in the afternoon and
unanswered until now: “Would
“Somaliland Coast become the
future Holy Land?” (as it was
reportedly told to someone by the
Guardian). To this Mason replied
that there would remain always
questions without an immediate
answer, or that the answer would
become evident after a long time has
elapsed. Then, at Mason’s bidding
that this question be reworded, it
was asked to him if this affirmation
made before by the Guardian would
be fulfilled before or after the Great
Catastrophe constituted by the slip
of the earths crust. He replied:
“After!”

At this very moment Pepe, who
wasn’t  taking part in  the
conversation, appeared at the
entrance and asked if all was well,
and upon the affirmation of Jacques
and Donald he announced he would
have to be absent briefly and would
be on his way. At this point the
Guardian declared to Jacques and to
Donald that the interview was over
and that, feeling increasing fatigue
upon him, he should think upon
retiring for the night. Pepe was
called so everything would go well
with Mason in preparing him for the
night. This was done in a jiffy and
with Mason well installed in his bed,
Jacques and Donald respectfully
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took leave as he told them that this
day was for him particularly
significant and propitious in every
way.

In concluding with the foregoing,
the Guardian is most obviously in
full possession of his faculties and in
full command of his Guardianship.
Pepe, as well as all those, believers
or not who visit him, estimate that
he is a most exceptional person alive
today, expecting to see him standing
up without any assistance as it was
the case even not so long ago. All
expect him to outlive many much
younger persons, and in any case to
be alive upon this Earth many more
years. For none must forget that he
Is the Guardian of the Cause of God
and as such he, Mason, is under the
Protection and  Guidance  of
Baha’uv’llah no matter what says
men and women who pretend to be
what they are not and who are no
longer what they were slated to be,
all this owing to their deeds and
their utterances, above all owing to
the steps they have taken.

Over a hundred years ago
Baha’v’llah was a prisoner of men
never-the less through the deeds and
the words of this Glorious
Manifestation the ultimate victory of
the Cause of God has been
demonstrated. Demonstrated at the
same time the errors of men,
foremost the errors of temporal 19
Century Rulers who because of their
conceit and their neglect with
respect to the One True God
manifested upon this Earth have
impressed upon the turn of events,
periods of tragedy and useless wars

whose consequence was thereafter to
multiply to infinity human problems,
through the fallacious actions of
human-formed groups  which
continue to insist upon solving
without God - without His
Manifestation - all these problems,
all this un-orderliness, all this
confusion which can only increase,
unless each one, and all the peoples
unanimously turn to Him,
Baha’u’llah. This will be so at the
right time whatever the great
opposition strains of today and those
to yet come.

In another degree Mason, the
Guardian, the one and only unique
Guardian of the Cause of
Baha’u’llah who will remain so as
long as he lives upon this Earth, the
only Guardian for today and for
years to come, is also a prisoner, a
prisoner confined to his room
because of all the confusion and
disorder now in the Faith. This
confusion and disorder, caused by
some persons well in view who have
“risen” and have unexpectedly
deviated from the right path, has
repercussions in the very inside of
his physical body. All must know, in
accordance to the very desire of
Mason he has himself expressed
before Jacques and before Donald
during their visit to him on 5t
September 1972, how much Pepe is
serving the True Cause while
serving the physical person of the
One who is today and tomorrow the
one and only Guardian. Each
concerned should profitably make an
examination of his own conscience
so he can determine himself which
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Faith he is serving? Is it the one and
only Faith of Baha’u’llah effectively
guarded as never before so it well
seems by its one and only Guardian
whatever his present physical
sufferings which Pepe strives to
alleviate at the maximum. Otherwise
Is it a pretence of a Faith disguised
with the True Name so as to mislead
the peoples in believing it is the
True Faith while in reality it is but
an aggravated repetition of past
human mistakes, mistakes having no
valid excuse whatever for those. All
men and women who commit them
today before God and, as it will
become sooner or later visibly
evident, before all the men and
women who lived upon this Earth at
all times. Mistakes built upon
cupidity, selfishness, particular-
1sms, the personal “causes”

disguised in the garb considered to
be that of the True Cause! Even
worse than that, for God the
Almighty had revealed for all to see
an Alliance and a Covenant with all
of Creation, the summit of which is
man. Humankind today, made up of
all these men and all these women,
finds itself temporarily misled and
threatened to be fallaciously and

definitively towed away by some
persons who pretend serving
faithfully so they can mislead the
better and thus transform the Cause
into a vile commerce and become a
personal means of influence.
Nevertheless these misled are
mistaken for no one on Earth, except
obviously the One who is the True
Guardian, can ever pretend to know
this True Cause of God. It is solely
through the one and only unique
Guardian now living on Earth that
each believer can ever hope to know
this True Cause and to develop
thereby as he serves it really and
unconditionally. Aside from this
everything else is but illusion which
will but leads to naught, while the
True Cause under the Unique One is
the Living Guardian, will triumph
over all. All will be well ultimately.
Mason has always assured us ever
since we knew him as Guardian, and
he says so again with even more
force today.

Text prepared

By

Donald Harvey

With the assistance of Jacques
Soghomonian

R
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STATEMENT
BY

E.S. YAZDANI

26 April, 2009

I, E. S. Yazdani, currently residing at 1385 OIld Northern Road,
Middle Dural, 2158, Australia, state that, Mr. J. Soghomonian is the
present 4" guardian of the Baha’i Faith and he remains the guardian
of the Baha’i Faith until his soul is called from this physical plane to
the next by the All Mighty God. He was appointed to the position of
the 4" guardian of the Baha’i Faith by his predecessor; Mr. D. A.
Harvey the 3" guardian of the Baha’i Faith.

It is the duty of all the believers, including his appointed successor, to
obey the Guardian of the Faith Mr. J. Soghomonian, in accordance
with the provision of the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

It must be stated that it is my great honour to serve the present
guardian of the Faith. It is my dignity to obey his order. It is my
adoration and adulation to take his direction. I am nothing in his
presence. My greatness is to be humble before him. My God protect
him and | wish him a very long life in this world.

May God assist me to remain faithful in His Covenant.

May God protect the Cause of Baha’u’llah from the violators of His
Covenant.

E.S. Yazdani
Sydney, Australia
26 April, 2009

PS: This statement was published in the last April, 2009 issue of RIDVAN and it is
republished again to stress that the unity of the Faith is guarded by obeying the present
Guardian of the Faith Mr. Jacques Soghomonian. He is the present Guardian of the Faith.
Signed by E.S. Yazdani
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The Baha’i Faith
And
The Institution
Of
Guardianship
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Statement

On

The Baha’i Faith and Its Institution of Guardianship

The Baha’i Faith was heralded by a young
man named Siyyid Ali Muhammad, who
became known as the Bab. The Bab
declared His mission on 23 May 1844,
closing the Prophetic Cycle and opening
the new Cycle of Light and Truth, destined
to last at least 500,000 years. The Babi and
the Baha’i dispensation are the first two
dispensations of the many to come in this
new cycle. The Bab directed His followers
to spread the new teachings throughout the
Persian Empire in the mid-nineteenth
century. He stirred the frozen Persian
community to its depths, creating waves of
opposition within the religious hierarchy
and the Persian ruling elites. Many
distinguished religious leaders, ruling
personnel, and ordinary people accepted
His new teachings. The ruling Persian
clergy class, however, found Him to be a
threat. The Bab was arrested and exiled
within Persia. Finally, He was judged by a
number of religious leaders in Tabriz and
executed by the order of the Persian
government in 1850. Many of His
followers were savagely put to death by
mobs, religious leaders, and the Persian
government.

In 1852, a man named Mirza Husayn-Ali,
a follower of the Bab, was arrested in

Tehran and put into prison. While in
prison, Mirza Husayn-Ali became aware
that he was God’s new Messenger,
fulfilling the Bab’s promise of the One to
come after Him and formally ending the
Babi dispensation, which lasted only nine
years. Mirza Husayn-Ali became known as
Baha’u’llah, Arabic for “Glory of God”;
but it was not until 1863 that He
proclaimed His mission and revelation to
the world.

Like the Bab before him, Baha’u’llah
faced exile and persecution. He was sent
into exile to Baghdad, Istanbul,
Adrianople, and finally Akka, today part of
Israel, where He lived under house arrest
until He left this world in 1892. A prolific
writer, Baha‘u’llah sent tablets to the
leaders of His time: Napoleon IlI; Queen
Victoria; Pope Pius IX; Alexander 1l, Czar
of the vast Russian Empire; William I,
King of Prussia; Francis Joseph, King-
emperor of Austria-Hungary; Sultan
‘Adul’l-‘Aziz of the Ottoman Empire; and
N’asiri’d-Din Shah, the ruler of Persia. He
invited the leaders and the people of the
world to embrace a new teaching for the
establishment of the unity of humankind.
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Charles Mason Remey

The 2"! Guardian of the Baha’i Faith
‘Abdu’l-Baha in His tablet Addressed to C.M. Remey states:
“Verily I beseech God to make thee confirmed under all circumstances. Do not
become despondent, neither be thou sad. ERE LONG, THY LORD SHALL

MAKE THEE A SIGN OF GUIDENCE AMONG MANKIND”
Star of the West, Vol. V, No. 19, 2 March 1915
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The outstanding teachings of the Baha’i
Faith can be summed up in the following
principles: the declaration of Universal
Peace; oneness of mankind; Religion must
be the cause of fellowship and love; all
kinds of prejudices, religious, racial,
political, and national, destroy the edifice
of humanity; establishment of a universal
language; equality between women and
men; material civilization must be
completed by spiritual civilization;
Religion is the foundation for world unity;
universal  education; and complete
harmony between science and religion.
The Founder of the Baha’i Faith confirmed
that the unity of humanity and universal
peace will be realized and the Kingdom of
God on earth will be established per the
prophecies of His Holiness the Christ.

Baha’u’llah left this world in 1892. In His
Will, the Book of the Covenant, He
appointed ‘Abdu’l-Baha to succeed Him.
‘Abdu’l-Baha directed the affairs of the
Baha’i Faith and wrote numerous books
and tablets on the importance of the Faith
during His ministry, which lasted from the
passing of Baha’u’llah to his own death in
late November 1921. After ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
ascension, He was succeeded by Shoghi
Effendi as the first guardian of the Faith, in
accordance with ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and
Testament.

To regulate the activities of the worldwide
human communities and nations, the
Founder of the Baha’i Faith engineered an
administrative system known as The
World Order of Baha’u’llah (WOB). WOB
contains various institutions. The two most
important Institutions of WOB are the
Guardianship and the Universal House of
Justice.

The institution of Guardianship is
represented by a Guardian at any time in
the Baha’i Dispensation. The first

Guardian was Shoghi Effendi, named and
appointed by ‘Abdu’l-Baha in His Will
and Testament. The Guardian’s duties are
fully described in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and
Testament as well as in "The Dispensation
of Baha’u’llah," a chapter in The World
Order of Baha'u'llah by Shoghi Effendi.
Guardian’s duties include: appointing his
successor in his own lifetime; sitting at the
head of the Universal House of Justice;
interpreting the Holy Writings; and having
the final say on matters of the Faith as the
Authorized Interpreter of the Baha’i
dispensation, which will be in existence
not less than a thousand years.

The Institution of the Universal House of
Justice (UHJ) is formed by marrying a
universally elected body of the people and
the Institution of Guardianship represented
by the guardian. The formation of the
Universal House of Justice is under the
supervision and direction of the guardian
of the Faith. UHJ passes laws and
regulations that are not found in the
Writings of Baha’u’llah or ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
UHJ can cancel the laws enacted by past
Houses and may enact new ones to meet
the requirements of the time. The guardian,
as the head of the Universal House of
Justice, has only one vote and does not
have the right of veto or to disregard any
member’s vote or the vote of the majority.

The first guardian, Shoghi Effendi, in his
own life time, formed the embryo of the
Universal House of Justice and appointed
Charles Mason Remey as its president in
an announcement to the Baha’i World
made by two cablegrams of 9 January and
2 March 1951. In these two cablegrams,
the first guardian appointed his successor
as well as announces formation of the
embryo of the Universal House of Justice.
The first cablegram reads:
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Guardian of the Baha’i Faith in Person
Permanent Head of the Universal House of Justice
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“Without such an institution [Guardianship] the integrity of the Faith would be
imperilled, and the stability of the entire fabric would be gravely endangered. Its
prestige would be suffered, the means required to enable it to take a long, an
uninterrupted view over a series of generations would be completely lacking, and the
necessary guidance to define the sphere of the legislative action of its elected

representative would be totally withdrawn.”
From Dispensation of Baha’u’llah by Shoghi Effendi
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THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE
OF
JUSTICE
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Universally Elected Body by the People of the World

[Under direct supervision of living Guardian of the Baha’i Faith]
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Proclaim National Assemblies of East and
West weighty epoch-making decision of
formation of first International Baha'i
Council, forerunner  of  supreme
administrative institution destined to
emerge in fullness of time within precincts
beneath shadow of World Spiritual Center
of Faith already established in twin cities
of Akka and Haifa. Fulfillment of
prophecies uttered Proclaim National
Assemblies of East and West weighty
epoch-making decision of formation of
first  International Baha'i  Council,
forerunner of supreme administrative
institution destined to emerge in fullness
of time within precincts beneath shadow of
World Spiritual Center of Faith already
established in twin cities of Akka and
Haifa. Fulfillment of prophecies uttered by
Founder of Faith and Center of His
Covenant culminating in establishment of
Jewish State, signalizing birth after lapse
of two thousand years of an independent
nation in the Holy Land, the swift
unfoldment of historic undertaking
associated with construction of
superstructure of the Bab's Sepulcher on
Mount Carmel, the present adequate
maturity of nine vigorously functioning
national administrative institutions
throughout Baha'i World, combine to
induce me to arrive at this historic decision
marking most significant milestone in
evolution of Administrative Order of the
Faith of Baha'u'llah in course of last thirty
years. Nascent Institution now created is
invested with threefold function: first, to
forge link with authorities of newly
emerged State; second, to assist me to
discharge responsibilities involved in
erection of mighty superstructure of the
Bab's Holy Shrine; third, to conduct
negotiations related to matters of personal
status with civil authorities. To these will
be added further functions in course of
evolution of this first embryonic
International  Institution, marking its
development into officially recognized
Baha'i Court, its transformation into duly
elected body, its efflorescence into

Universal House of Justice, and its final
fruition through erection of manifold
auxiliary institutions constituting the
World Administrative Center destined to
arise and function and remain permanently
established in close neighborhood of Twin
Holy Shrines. Hail with thankful, joyous
heart at long last the constitution of
International Council which history will
acclaim as the greatest event shedding
luster upon second epoch of Formative
Age of Baha'i Dispensation potentially
unsurpassed by any enterprise undertaken
since inception of Administrative Order of
Faith  on morrow of Abdu'l-Baha's
Ascension, ranking second only to
glorious immortal events associated with
Ministries of the Three Central Figures of
Faith in course of First Age of most
glorious Dispensation of the five thousand
century Baha'i Cycle. Advise publicize
announcement through Public Relations
Committee. ["Message to the Baha’i
World." Shoghi Effendi, Baha’i Publishing
Trust, 1958, page 7]

Part of the second cablegram states:

Greatly welcome assistance of the newly-
formed International Council, particularly
its President, Mason Remey, and its Vice-
President, Amelia Collins, through contact
with authorities designed to spread the
fame, consolidate the foundations and
widen the scope of influence emanating
from the twin spiritual, administrative
World Centers permanently fixed in the
Holy Land constituting the midmost heart
of the entire planet. ["Message to the
Baha’i World." Shoghi Effendi, Baha’i
Publishing Trust 1958, page 22]

After Shoghi Effendi left this world on 4
November 1957, a group of people then
elevated to the rank of the Hands of the
Cause, led by Shoghi Effendi’s widow
Mrs. Rabbani, openly opposed and
challenged the authority of C. M. Remey,
the head of the embryo of the Universal
House of Justice. They propagated the idea
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that the lines of guardianship ended with
the passing of the first guardian and there
will be no other guardians after Shoghi
Effendi.

Based on the fact that an embryo possesses
all perfections, the International Baha’i
Council, that is the embryo of the
Universal House of Justice, was
potentially the Universal House of Justice.
Further, and in accordance with the Will
and Testament, the Head of the Universal
House of Justice is the guardian of the
Faith and the guardian of the Faith is the
head of the Universal House of Justice.
These two offices are in fact one office.

Upon these facts, the Institution of
Guardianship will continue in the Baha’i
Dispensation. Shoghi Effendi writes;

Divorced from the institution of the
Guardianship the World Order of
Baha'u'llah would be mutilated and
permanently deprived of that hereditary
principle which, as ‘Abdu'l-Baha has
written, has been invariably upheld by the
Law of God. ...Without such an institution
the integrity of the Faith would be
imperiled, and the stability of the entire
fabric would be gravely endangered. Its
prestige would suffer, the means required
to enable it to take a long, an uninterrupted
view over a series of generations would be
completely lacking, and the necessary
guidance to define the sphere of the
legislative  action of its  elected
representatives  would  be  totally
withdrawn.[The  World  Order  of
Baha’u’llah, Shoghi Effendi. Baha’i
Publishing Trust, 1955, page 148]

In another passage Shoghi Effendi states:

It must be also clearly understood by every
believer that the institution of the
Guardianship does not wunder any
circumstances abrogate, or even in the
slightest degree detract from the power
granted to the Universal House of Justice
by Baha'u'llah in the Kit’ab-i-Aghdas, and

repeatedly and solemnly confirmed by
‘Abdu’l-Baha in his Will. It does not
constitute in any manner a contradiction to
the Will and Writing of Baha'u'llah, nor
does it nullify any of his revealed
instructions. It enhances the prestige of
that exalted assembly, stabilizes its
supreme position, safeguards its unity, and
assures the continuity of its labours,
without presuming in the slightest to
infringe upon the inviolability of its
clearly-defined sphere of jurisdiction...
[The World Order of Baha’u’llah. Shoghi
Effendi, Baha’t Publishing Trust, 1955,

page 8]

C. M. Remey, after over two years sending
various correspondence and appeals to the
ex-Hands, with no result, announced his
proclamation as the second Guardian of
the Baha’i Faith in 1960. C. M. Remey
stated that he was the second guardian of
the Baha’i Faith and successor to the first
Guardian from the moment Shoghi Effendi
left this world on 4 November 1957.

The ex-Hands, after “assuming the reins of
authority with no documents”
[Introduction to The Ministry of the
Custodians: 1957—1963: An Account of
the Stewardship of the Hands of the Cause,
with an introduction by The Hand of the
Cause Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyah Khanum.
Baha'i World Centre, 1992, page 9] to
support them, and with no authority for
any administrative function in the WOB,
collectively claimed to be the successor to
the first guardian. To further mislead the
believers, they formed an illegitimate
universal house of justice in 1963. Their
so-called universal house of justice does
not have the living guardian as its
president. It has not been formed in
accordance with the Writings of the Faith.
It does not manifest the development of
the embryo of the Universal House of
Justice, established by the first Guardian of
the Faith in the early 1951 cablegrams.
Thus this body, the so-called universal
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house of justice, is a false universal house
of justice and it is illegitimate.

Shoghi Effendi rejected, in advance, the
validity of such an institution in a letter
dated the summer of 1925 where he states:

Any institution that is not established in
accordance with the Divine Order, not in
conformity with the principles and the
conditions recorded in the Holy Writings,
as it is required for this august institution,
consequently such an institution is void of
credential, deprived of spiritual station,
and forbidden to have any right to legislate
and enact laws and ordinances which are
not explicitly recorded in the Holy
Writings. It also lacks the essential
qualities and the Divine confirmation.
[From the letter of 27 November 1925 to
central spiritual assembly of Iran]

The present administration in Haifa, the
false universal house of justice and its

supporters, do not represent the Baha’i
Faith. The Divinely established Baha’i
Faith no longer exists among these people.

Nate:

o C. M. Remey priov to his passing from
this world, appointed D.A. Flarvey as
his successor and the 3° Guardian of the
Faith. Cuvvently the Baha't Faith is
guarded by /). Soghomonian, the 4th
Guavdian of the Faith, appointed by
the 3" Guardian, D.A. Haroey.

o  Lhe foregoing statement does not
substitute in any way the writings on the
Baha'i Faith and the World Order of
Baha'v'llah. Fov fuvther information,
study of the following wovks is suggested:
1. Baha'u'llah and new Eva, an

intvoduction to the Baha'i Faith,
By Dr. [).&. Esslemont, 1950

The Haifa Group converted the Baha’i
Faith into a sect that is yet another source
of division and disharmony among the
people of the world. In the last fifty years
this administration has changed and
twisted the Baha’it Writings to suit their
objectives and continues to keep the
believers uninformed so they would follow
their design. Whoever opposes them and
expresses his or her view is blacklisted and
excommunicated, even though this group
has no authority to do so. Their victims are
shunned and separated from their loved
ones, and their divinely given human
rights have been shamefully violated by
the Haifa Group and their supporters. They
are committing the same mistakes as the
Rabbis did in the time of Christ, or the
priests did in the Dark Ages, or the
mullahs have done since the inception of
the Babi and the Baha’i Faith.

E.S. Yazdani
July 2009

Sydney, Australia

2. AU Things Made New, [John
Ferabby, Baha'i Publishing “Lrust,
1957

3. “Che Will and [Lestament of
"Abdu’l- Baha, ‘Abdn'l-Baha, Abdu’l-
Baha'i, Publishing “Lrust, 1944

4. The World Order of Baha''llah,
Shoghi Shfendi. Baha'i Publishing
Lrust, 1955,

5. Baha'i Administration, Shoghi
Shhendi, Baha'i Publishing “Lrust,
1974,

6. Message to the Baha'i World.
Shoghi Effendi, Baha'i Publishing
Lrust, 1955

7. God Passes By, Shoghi Shhendi,
Baha'i Publishing “Lrust, 1974,
Seventh Printing
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Déclaration
Sur la Foi baha'ie et son institution du Gardiennat

La Foi baha'ie a été annoncée par un jeune
homme nommé Siyyid Ali Mohammed, qui
par la suite a été connu sous le nom du Bab.
Le Bab a annoncé sa mission le 23 mai, 1844,
date qui marque la fin du cycle prophétique et
qui ouvre la Nouvelle Ere de lumiére et de
vérité, destinée a durer au moins 500'000 ans.
La dispensation du Bab et la dispensation
baha'ie sont les deux premieres dispensations,
parmi plusieurs dispensations a venir, de ce
nouveau cycle. Le Bab a demandé a ses
disciples de diffuser les nouvelles doctrines
dans tout I’empire perse, dans les années qui
ont suivi. Il a troublé a fond la communauté
perse sclérosée, provoquant des vagues
d’opposition au sein de I’hiérarchie religieuse
et dans les élites du gouvernement. De
nombreux chefs religieux éminents, des
membres du gouvernement et des gens
ordinaires ont accepté ses nouveaux
enseignements. Le clergé perse au pouvoir,
pourtant, I’a considéré comme une menace.
Le Bab a été arrété et exilé a I’'intérieur de la
Perse. Finalement, il a été jugé par des chefs
religieux & Tabriz et a été exécuté par ordre
du gouvernement perse en 1850. Beaucoup de
ses disciples ont été tués brutalement par des
foules, par des chefs religieux et par le
gouvernement perse.

En 1852, Mirza Husayn-Ali, un disciple du
Bab, a été arrété a Téhéran et mis en prison.
En prison, Mirza Husayn-Ali a pris
conscience du fait qu’il était le nouveau
messager de Dieu, reéalisant la promesse du
Bab de Celui qui viendrait apres lui, mettant
fin officiellement a la dispensation du Bab,
qui n’avait duré que neuf ans. Mirza Husayn-
Ali a été connu sous le nom de Baha’u’llah,
«la gloire de Dieu» en arabe; ce n’était

quen 1863 qu’il a déclaré au monde sa
mission et sa révélation.

Comme le Bab avant lui, Baha’u’llah a fait
face a I’exil et a la persécution. On I’a envoyé
en exil & Bagdad, a Istanbul, @ Andrinople et,
finalement, a Saint-Jean-d’Acre, aujourd’hui
une partie d’Israél, ou il a vécu en résidence
surveillée jusqu’a ce qu’il ait quitté ce monde
en 1892. Ecrivain prolifique, Baha’u’llah a
envoye des tablettes aux dirigeants de son
époque : a Napoléon 1ll, a la Reine Victoria,
au pape Pie IX, a Alexandre Il, tsar du vaste
empire russe, a Guillaume 1, roi de Prusse, a
Francois-Joseph, roi-empereur d’Autriche-
Hongrie, au sultan ‘Adul’l-‘Aziz de I’empire
ottoman, et a N’asiri’d-Din Shah, le souverain
de la Perse. Il a invité les dirigeants et les
peuples du monde a accepter le nouvel
enseignement pour établir 'unité du genre
humain.

Les enseignements principaux de la foi
baha'ie peuvent se résumer par les principes
suivants: la déclaration de la paix
universelle ; 1'unité du genre humain; la
religion doit étre le fondement de la fraternité
et de I’amour; tous les préjuges, soit
religieux, raciaux, politiqgues ou nationaux,
détruisent 1’édifice du genre humain; la
création d’une langue universelle ; 1’égalité
entre les sexes ; la civilisation matérielle doit
étre complétée par la civilisation spirituelle, la
religion est la base de 1’unité du monde ;
I’éducation  universelle, et 1’harmonie
complete entre la science et la religion. Le
fondateur de la foi baha'ie a confirmé que
I’unité du genre humain et la paix universelle
seront réalisés et que le royaume de Dieu sur
terre sera établi comme dans les prophéties de
sa Sainteté, le Christ.
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Baha’u’llah a quitté ce monde en 1892 et
dans son testament, le Livre de [’Alliance, il a
nommé ‘Abdu’l-Baha comme successeur.
‘Abdu’l-Baha a géré les affaires de la foi
baha'ie et a écrit de nombreux livres et
tablettes sur 1I’importance de la foi pendant
son ministére depuis la disparition de
Baha’u’llah jusqu'a la fin novembre 1921.
Aprés I’ascension de ‘Abdu’l-Baha, il a été
succédé par Shoghi Effendi, comme premier
Gardien de la foi, conformément au testament
de ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

Pour régler les activités des communautés
humaines et des nations du monde, le
fondateur de la foi baha'ie a congu un systéme
administratif connu sous le nom de I’Ordre
Mondial de Baha’u’llah. L’Ordre Mondial de
Baha’v’llah  comprend des institutions
diverses. Les deux institutions les plus
importantes sont I’institution du Gardiennat et
I’institution de la Maison Universelle de
Justice.

L’institution du Gardiennat est représentée
par un Gardien présent a chaque époque
pendant la dispensation baha'ie. Le premier
Gardien, Shoghi Effendi, a ét¢ nommé par
‘Abdu’l-Baha dans son testament. Les
responsabilités du Gardien sont décrites d’une
maniére compléte dans le testament de
‘Abdu’l-Baha et dans La Dispensation de
Baha'u’llah  par Shoghi Effendi. Les
responsabilités du Gardien incluent : nommer
son successeur de son vivant, siéger a la téte
de la Maison Universelle de Justice;
interpréter les écrits saints et décider les
questions de la foi comme [Iinterpréte
autorisé pendant la dispensation baha'ie, qui
ne durera pas moins de mille ans.

L’institution de la Maison Universelle de
Justice est formée en unissant un corps élu
universellement par les citoyens du monde et
I’institution du Gardiennat, représentée par le
Gardien. La formation de la Maison
Universelle de Justice est sous la supervision
et la direction du Gardien de la foi. La
Maison Universelle de Justice edicte des lois
et des réglements qui ne se trouvent pas dans
les écrits de Baha’u’llah ou d’Abdu’l-Baha.
La Maison Universelle de Justice annule les

lois édictées par la Maison Universelle de
Justice précédente et en édicte de nouvelles
pour répondre aux exigences du moment. Le
Gardien est le chef de la Maison Universelle
de Justice, mais il n’a qu’un vote et il n’a pas
le droit de véto et ne peut pas annuler le vote
d’un autre membre ou le vote de la majorité.
Le premier Gardien, Shoghi Effendi, de son
vivant, a formé I’embryon de la Maison
Universelle de Justice et en a nommé C. M.
Remey président. L.’annonce au monde baha'i
a été faite par deux cablogrammes du 9
janvier et du 2 mars 1951. Dans ces deux
cablogrammes, le premier Gardien nomme
son successeur ainsi qu’il annonce la
formation de DI’embryon de la Maison
Universelle de Justice. Le premier
cablogramme dit :

« Proclame aux Assemblées Nationales
d'Orient et d'Occident décision éminemment
significative pour l'avenir de la formation du
Premier Conseil International Baha'i., le
précurseur de I'Institution administrative
Supréme destinée a surgir en la plénitude des
temps dans les voisinages a I'ombre du Centre
Spirituel Mondial de la Foi déja établi dans
les villes jumelles de Akka (Saint-Jean-
d'Acre) et Haifa. L'accomplissement des
prophéties prononcees par le Fondateur de la
Foi et par le Centre de son Covenant,
culminant en I'établissement de I'Etat juif,
signalant la naissance apres un intérim de
deux mille ans, d'une nation indépendante en
Terre Sainte, le rapide déroulement de
I'oeuvre historique associé a la construction
de la superstructure du Sépulcre du Bab au
Mont-Carmel, la maturité adéquate actuelle
des neufs institutions administratives
nationales fonctionnant avec vigueur dans
tout le monde baha'i, m'induisent a parvenir a
la decision historique marquant une borne des
plus significatives dans I'évolution de I'Ordre
Administratif de la Foi de Baha'u'llah dans le
cours des trente derniéres années. L'institution
naissante maintenant créée est investies de
trois fonctions : premiérement, de forger lien
avec les autorités de I'Etat nouvellement
surgi ; deuxiemement, de m'assister a
décharger les responsabilités concernant
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I'érection de la grandiose superstructure du
Sépulcre sacré du Bab ; troisiemement, de
conduire des négociations relatives aux
questions d'état civil personnel avec les
autorités. A ces fonctions seront ajoutées
d'autres fonctions supplémentaires dans le
cours de I'évolution de cette premiére
Institution  Internationale  embryonnaire,
marquant son deéveloppement en une Cour
Baha'i officiellement reconnue, sa
transformation en un corps ddment élu, son
effloraison en Maison Universelle de Justice
et sa fruition finale par érection de multiples
institutions auxiliaires constituant le Centre
Administratif mondial destiné a s'‘élever, a
fonctionner et a demeurer établi en
permanence, intiment a proximité dans le
voisinage des deux Sépulcres sacrés. Salue
avec coeur joyeux et reconnaissant la
Constitution aprés une longue attente, du
Conseil International que I'histoire acclamera
comme étant le plus grand événement
répandant sa lumiere sur la deuxiéme époque
de I'Age Formatif de la Dispensation Baha'ie,
potentiellement non-dépassée par aucune
entreprise engagée depuis la conception de
I'Ordre Administratif de la Foi au lendemain
de 1’Ascension d'Abdu'l-Baha, et venant
seulement en second rang par rapport aux
évenements glorieux et immortels associés
aux Trois Figures Centrales de la Foi dans le
cours du Premier Age de la trés glorieuse
Dispensation du Cycle Baha'i de cing mille
siecles. Conseille de publier cette annonce par
les soins du Comité de Relations Publiques. »
Et une partie du deuxiéme cablogramme
déclare :

« Accueille de beaucoup l'aide du Conseil
International récemment constitué,
particulierement de son président, Mason
Remey, et de son vice-président, Amelia
Collins, par leur établissement de rapports
avec les autorités dans le dessein, l'intention
de diffuser le renom, de consolider les
fondements et d'élargir le courant d'influence
émanant des 2 Centres mondiaux, spirituel et
administratif, fixés en permanence en Terre
Sainte et constituant le coeur méme de toute
la planéte. »

Apres que le premier Gardien de la foi
baha'ie, Shoghi Effendi, a quitté ce monde le
4 novembre, 1957, un groupe de gens, qui
avaient eté éleves au rang des Mains de la
Cause, menés par la veuve de Shoghi Effendi,
Madame Rabbani, se sont ouvertement
opposés a ’autorité¢ de C.M. Remey, le chef
de I’embryon de la Maison Universelle de
Justice. Ils ont répandu I’idée que les lignées
du Gardiennat étaient terminées avec la
disparition du premier Gardien et qu’il n’y
aura plus de Gardien apres Shoghi Effendi.
Basé sur le fait que I’embryon posséde toutes
les perfections, le Conseil international baha'i,
c'est-a-dire  I’embryon de la Maison
Universelle de Justice, était potentiellement la
Maison Universelle de Justice. D’ailleurs, et
conformément au testament, le chef de la
Maison Universelle de Justice est le Gardien
de la foi et le Gardien de la foi est le chef de
la Maison Universelle de Justice. Ces deux
charges sont en fait une seule charge.

Sur ces faits et sur le fait que I’institution du
Gardiennat continuera pendant la
dispensation  baha'ie;  « Complétement
séparé de Il'institution du Gardiennat, a
écrit Shoghi Effendi, I'ordre mondial de
Baha'u'llah serait mutilé et privé a jamais
de ce principe héréditaire qui, comme I'a
écrit 'Abdu’l-Baha, a été invariablement
maintenu par la loi de Dieu.... Sans une
telle institution, I'intégrité de la foi serait
mise en péril et la stabilité de I'edifice tout
entier serait gravement menacée. Son
prestige souffrirait, les moyens nécessaires
pour la rendre capable de maintenir
durablement et de maniére ininterrompue
une méme perspective durant une série de
générations manqueraient totalement, et la
direction spirituelle indispensable pour
définir le champ de I'action législative de
ses  représentants  élus  lui  serait
complétement retirée. », et dans un autre
passage Shoghi Effendi affirme : « Chaque
croyant doit aussi comprendre clairement
que l'institution du Gardiennat n'abroge
en aucune circonstance ni ne réduit, aussi
peu que ce soit, les pouvoirs que
Baha'u'llah a octroyés a la Maison
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Universelle de Justice dans le Kitab-i-
Aqgdas, et qui furent confirmés a maintes
reprises et solennellement par ‘'Abdu'l-
Baha dans son testament. L'institution du
Gardiennat ne constitue en aucune
maniére une contradiction avec le
Testament ni avec les Ecrits de
Baha'u'llah, pas plus qu'elle n*annule
aucune de ses instructions révélées. Elle
rehausse le prestige de cette glorieuse
assemblée, stabilise sa position supréme,
sauvegarde son unité, assure la continuité
de ses travaux sans avoir la moindre
prétention d'enfreindre I'inviolabilité de sa
sphére de juridiction, qui est clairement
définie... » C. M. Remey, apres plus de deux
ans ou il envoyait des lettres variées et des
appels aux ex-Mains, sans résultat, a annoncé
sa proclamation comme deuxiéme Gardien de
la foi baha'ie en 1960. C. M. Remey a déclaré
qu’il était le deuxieme Gardien de la foi
baha'ie et le successeur au premier Gardien
depuis le moment ou le premier Gardien a
quitté ce monde le 4 novembre, 1957.

Les ex-Mains, aprés avoir « assumé les rénes
d’autorité sans documents » pour les
soutenir et sans 1’autorité d’avoir aucune
fonction administrative dans I’Ordre Mondial
de  Baha’u’llah, ont declaré  étre
collectivement le successeur au premier
Gardien et, de plus, pour mieux induire les
croyants en erreur, ont formé une maison
universelle de justice illégitime en 1963.
Cette soi-disant maison universelle de justice
n’a pas le Gardien, en personne, comme son
président. Elle n’a pas ét¢ formée
conformément aux écrits de la foi. Elle n’a
pas été le développement de I’embryon de la
Maison Universelle de Justice, établi par le
premier Gardien de la foi au début de 1951.
Ainsi, cette assemblée, la soi-disant maison
universelle de justice est-elle une fausse

E.S. Yazdani
Juillet, 2009
Sydney, Australie

maison universelle de justice et elle est
illegitime.

Le premier Gardien, Shoghi Effendi, a rejeté,
a ’avance, la validité d’une telle institution,
dans la lettre de 1I’été de 1925 ou il affirme :

« Toute institution qui n’est pas établie
conformément a I’Ordre divin, qui n’est
pas conforme aux principes et aux
conditions enregistrés dans les Ecrits
Saints, comme il est nécessaire pour cette
institution auguste, une telle institution,
par conséquent, est dépourvue de titre et
privée de statut spirituel et ne peut avoir
aucun droit de légiférer ou d’édicter des
lois ou des ordonnances qui ne sont pas
explicitement enregistrées dans les Ecrits
Saints. Elle manque aussi les qualités
essentielles et la confirmation divine. »
L’administration actuelle a Haifa, la fausse
maison universelle de justice et ceux qui la
soutiennent, le groupe de Haifa, ne représente
pas la foi baha'ie. La foi baha'ie, divinement
¢tablie, n’existe plus parmi ces gens. Le
groupe de Haifa a converti la foie baha'ie en
une secte qui est une autre source de division
et de désaccord parmi les habitants du monde.
Au cours des 50 derniéres années, cette
administration a changé et tordu les Ecrits
pour convenir a leurs objectifs et continue a
maintenir les croyants dans un état
d’ignorance pour poursuivre leur dessin et
quiconque qui s’oppose a eux est mis a
I’index et excommunié sans que ce groupe ait
I’autorité de le faire. Leurs victimes sont
évitées et séparées des leurs proches et leurs
droits humains, qui sont accordés divinement,
ont été honteusement violés par le groupe de
Haifa et ceux qui les soutiennent. lls
commettent la méme erreur que les rabbins
ont fait a ’époque du Christ, ou comme les
prétres ont fait aux ages des ténebres, ou
comme les mollahs ont fait depuis le
commencement de la foi babie et baha'ie.
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A POEM FROM HAFEZ

O beautiful wine-bearer, bring forth the cup and put it to my lips
Path of love seemed easy at first, what came was many hardships.
With its perfume, the morning breeze unlocks those beautiful
locks

The curl of those dark ringlets, many hearts to shreds strips.

In the house of my Beloved, how can | enjoy the feast

Since the church bells call the call that for pilgrimage equips.
With wine color your robe, one of the old Magi’s best tips

Trust in this traveler’s tips, who knows of many paths and trips.
The dark midnight, fearful waves, and the tempestuous whirlpool
How can he know of our state, while ports house his unladen
ships.

| followed my own path of love, and now | am in bad repute
How can a secret remain veiled, if from every tongue it drips?

If His presence you seek, Hafiz, then why yourself eclipse?

Stick to the One you know, let go of imaginary trips.
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" For Bah4a’u’lldh, we should readily recognize, has not only imbued mankind with a new and
regenerating Spirit. He has not merely enunciated certain universal principles, or propounded a
particular philosophy, however potent, sound and universal these may be. In addition to these He,
as well as ‘Abdu’l-Baha after Him, has, unlike the Dispensations of the past, clearly and
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specifically laid down a set of Laws, established definite institutions, and provided for the essentials
of a Divine Economy. These are destined to be a pattern for future society, a supreme instrument
for the establishment of the Most Great Peace, and the one agency for the unification of the world,
and the proclamation of the reign of righteousness and justice upon the earth. Not only have they
revealed all the directions required for the practical realization of those ideals which the Prophets of
God have visualized, and which from time immemorial have inflamed the imagination of seers and
poets in every age. They have also, in unequivocal and emphatic language, appointed those
twin institutions of the House of Justice and of the Guardianship as their chosen Successors,
destined to apply the principles, promulgate the laws, protect the institutions, adapt loyally
and intelligently the Faith to the requirements of progressive society, and consummate the
incorruptible inheritance which the Founders of the Faith have bequeathed to the world."

The World Order of Baha’u’llah p 11- 12
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" Not so with the Revelation of Baha’u’llah. Unlike the Dispensation of Christ, unlike the
Dispensation of Muhammad, unlike all the Dispensations of the past, the apostles of Baha’u’llah in
every land, wherever they labor and toil, have before them in clear, in unequivocal and emphatic
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" That the Spiritual Assemblies of today will be replaced in time by the Houses of Justice, and are
to all intents and purposes identical and not separate bodies, is abundantly confirmed by ‘Abdu’l-
Baha Himself. He has in fact in a Tablet addressed to the members of the first Chicago Spiritual
Assembly, the first elected Bahd’i body instituted in the United States, referred to them as the
members of the “House of Justice” for that city, and has thus with His own pen established beyond
any doubt the identity of the present Baha’i Spiritual Assemblies with the Houses of Justice
referred to by Baha’u’llah. For reasons which are not difficult to discover, it has been found
advisable to bestow upon the elected representatives of Baha’i communities throughout the world
the temporary appellation of Spiritual Assemblies, a term which, as the position and aims of the
Baha’i Faith are better understood and more fully recognized, will gradually be superseded by the
permanent and more appropriate designation of House of Justice.” The World Order of Baha’u’llah
p5
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" Recall feelings of profound thankfulness and joy at chain of recent historic events heralding long
anticipated rise and establishment of the World Administrative Center of the Faith of Baha’u’llah in
Holy Land regarded as third most momentous epoch-making development since inception of the
Formative Age on morrow of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Ascension.

Quarter century constituting opening epoch this age signalized successively by erection
consolidation over period no less than sixteen years of local, national institutions of Baha’i
Administrative Order in five continents of globe in conformity with provisions of the Will of the
Center of Covenant, and initiation of first Seven Year Plan by American Baha’i Community
marking inauguration first epoch in execution of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Divine Plan unavoidably held in
abeyance over two decades pending creation of divinely-appointed administrative agencies
designed by its Author for its effective prosecution.

Opening vyears of the second epoch of the Formative Age now witnessing at long last
commencement of third vast majestic fate-laden process following two above-mentioned
developments destined through gradual emergence of the manifold institutions in World Center of
the Faith as crown of the administrative structure of Baha’u’llah’s embryonic World Order.
Gigantic process now set in motion opening decade second Baha’i Century synchronizing with,
deriving notable impetus through, birth of sovereign State, Holy Land, greatly accelerated through
series of swiftly succeeding events originated in World Center of Faith. " [Cablegram, December
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" the rise of the institutions of its administrative order, the fashioning of the agencies for the
systematic diffusion of its light and the broadening and the consolidation of its foundations."

Messages to the Baha’i World: 1950-1957 p 30 [Cablegram, October 8, 1952] = 5 2 bl
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" The broad outlines of the world-encircling plan were divinely revealed. Its course was charted by
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s infallible Pen. Its shining goals have been set. The requisite administrative
machinery has been created.” Messages to the Baha’i World: 1950-1957 p 32 [Cablegram,
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