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THE MYSTIC AND WONDROUS BRIDE, HIDDEN ERE THIS BENEATH THE VEILING OF
UTTERANCE, HAD NOW BY THE GRACE OF GOD AND HIDIVINE FAVOUR, BEEN
MADE MANIFEST EVEN AS THE RESPLENDENT LIGHT SHED BY THE BEAUTY OF THE
BELOVED. | BEAR WITNESS, O FRIENDS! THAT THE FAVOUR IS COMPLETE AND THE
EVIDENCE ESTABLISHED. LET IT BE SEEN WHAT YOUR ENDEAVOURS IN THE PATH
OF DETACHMENT WILL REVEAL. IN THIS WISE HAD THE DIVINE BEEN FULLY
VOUCHSAFED UNTO YOU AND UNTO THEM THAT ARE IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH.
ALL PRAISE TO GOD, THE LORD OF ALL WORLDS
Bahdahu o

RIDVAN isthe formal publication of the community of the believers in the continuation of
Guardianship. It is published under the direction and guidande %f Yazdanithe present
Guardian of the Bahaodi Faith. lts aim is to
particularly the Principles of the Worl d Or
Bahaoduol |l ah def i ne d-Baha and gromptédaaiagpled byShgghi &fferxdid u 6 |
the ' Guardian. After Shoghi Effendi the Faith has been guardethdgucceeding Guardians;

C.M. Remey D.A. Harvey Jaques Soghomonian The Bahaboi Faith is <cu
presentth Guardian of the Faitl.S. Yadani

RIDVAN is published once every four months for distribution among the believers in
Bahadudll ah and ot hers.

Address for Correspondence:
RIDVAN
P.O. Box 563,
HORNSBY, NSW,163Q
AUSTRALIA
Email: esyazdani@yazdani.com.au

Tel.: +612 96522640
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Message to all the believers

Af ter Shoghi Effendi, the first Guardie
4, 1957, a group of people, then elevated to the rank of the Hands@étise of

God, led by Ruhiyyah Khanum, openly opposed and challenged the authority of C.

M. Remey, the head of the embryo of the Universal House of Justice, who was
appointed by the first guardian of the Faith, to that position, "bofQanuary,

1951. Asthe head of the Universal House of Justice and the office of the
Guardianship is the same, C.M. Remey became"f®@@ar di an of t he |
on 4 Nov. 1957. C.M. Remey declared his position as fi&sBardian of the
Bahaoi Fai t h ated Guadan, is hiscdecEmt®oof Ridvan, 117

of B.E, April, 1960.

The group of the elands of the Cause collectively claimed the successor ship to
the 'Guar di an of the Bahaoi fFaesistumi nh o ghhei
of authority wi t h n o * tbosappar ethem,sfarmed an illegitimate
Universal House of Justice in 1963 to mislead the believers.

The so called Universal House of Justice does not have the Guardian, in person, as
its president, a fundamental requirement under phovision of the Will and

Test ament -Bahh. 10 Hab doi belen formed in accordance with the
Writings of the Bahaoi Faith. | t has r
Universal House of Justice, established by the first Guardian of theifragtrly

1951. Thus this body, the budded Universal House of Justice, is false universal
house of justice and it is illegitimate.

Shoghi Effendi,the first Guardian, has rejected, in advance, validity of such an
institution in his letter of summer of 1925 where he states:

A A ningtitution that is not established in accordaneath the Divine
Order, notin conformity with the principlesand the conditons recorded

in the Holy Writings,as it is required for this august institution,
consequently such an institution is void of credential deprived of
spiritual station, and forbidden to have any right to legislate and enact
laws and ordinances which are moexplicitly recorded in the Holy
Writings. It alsolacks the essential qualities and the Divine
confir I']fiRéiefEncie tod@hd Univei@al House of Justice]

*Ref . I ntroduction to AT&A29MBai byr Rubfyyabkb Khahonoj apag
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A few Quotations fronThe Hidden Word&rom
Bahaoéduol |l ah

This is that which hath descended from the realm of glory, uttered by the tongue oapdwer
might, and revealed unto the Prophets of old. We have taken the inner essence thereof and clothed
it in the garment of brevity, as a token of grace unto the righteous, that they may stand faithful unto
the Covenant of God, may fulfill in their livessHrust, and in the realm of spirit obtain the gem of
Divine virtue.

), |

O SON OF SPIRIT! My first counsel is this: Possess a pure, kindly and radiant heart, that thine
may be a sovereignty ancient, imperishable and everlasting.

), |

O SON OF SPIRIT! The best beloved of all things in My sight is Justice; turn not away therefrom if
thou desirest Me, and neglect it not that | may confide in thee. By its aid thou shalt see with thine
own eyes and not through the eyes of others, and khait of thine own knowledge and not
through the knowledge of thy neighbor. Ponder this in thy heart; how it behooveth thee to be. Verily
justice is My gift to thee and the sign of My lovikndness. Set it then before thine eyes.

9

O SON OF MAN! Veiled n My immemorial being and in the ancient eternity of My essence, |
knew My love for thee; therefore | created thee, have engraved on thee Mine image and revealed to
thee My beauty.

) |
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Jacques Soghomonian

The Fourth Guardian

Of

The Bahaoi Fai t h
Ascended
To

Abha Kingdom

On

6 September 2013

Ascension ofJacques Soghomonian



The4d"Guardi an of the Baha

Jacques Soghomonian was born in 1926 and ascended to Abha Kingdom oenéb8eR013 at
the age of 87His parents migrated from Armenia to Fraicen travelled to North Africa for work.
Jacquesvas born in North AfricaBordj Bou Arréridj The familyreturned to Francandlived in
Paris until Jacques turned six when they movebllaoseille. It appears that the migration was the
result ofGenocideof the Armenians by the Turkseginning in 1915 and lasting till 1923 which
over one million Armeniandied and many of theifled persecution.

Jacques Soghomonidrs gr andf at her and his dau g bacgees, Ja
Soghomoni an accept ewhs d h e/ e Ba ma difaim suictaistiebair rihe

B a h Ravalationand membershim local assemblies artie France National Spiritual Assembly.
Subsequent tthe ascension of Shoghi Effendhe Ex-Hands of the Faitbpposedhe continuation

of the Guardiaship andater in 1960 Proclamation @harlesMasonRemey as the"? Guardian of

the Faith. TheNational Spiritual Assemblgf Francevotedto supportC. M\.Remeyp s pr oc | a ma
andthe continuation of the Institution of the Guardianshlpcques Soghom@n was one of the
members of the France National Assembho voted in favor of continuation of Guardianship.

Jacques Soghomoniaorntinued his activities in theffairs of the Faith and faithfully servettie
then present Guardian, C M Remey. He vishéason Remey in Florencé#aly in the company of
D. A. Harveyin early September 1972n account of this visit was documentey themandit was
published inRidvanissueNo 14 August, 2010.

After Mason Remey left this world in 1974, Jacques Soghomonian supported D. A. Harvey the
appointee of C. M. Remey as his successorthadhird Guardian of the Faith. Durinonal d 6 s
ministry Jacques Soghomonian helped and assistethitteGuardian anctontinued teaching the
Faith to those thirsty of the truth of the Ba

On November, 17, 1984 thikird Guardian wrote:

fiTo all the Believers, Servants and Handmaids of the Universal Faith and Revelation of
Bahaodéudl |l ah:

By this writ in my own handwriting |, Donald Alphonse Harvey, presently residing at 5, rue
Lavasier, 75008 Paris, France and presently being the Third Guardian of the Universal Faith and
Revelation of Bahaouol |l ah unt appointrayd designate M s ¢
Jacque SOGHOMONIAN, presently residing at 27, place Sebastopol, 13004 Marseille, France, as
his successor as Fourth Guardian of the Unive
thus being made by virtue of the Expt i t Text of the Wi l|lBahammd Tea
compliance with all prescription found in it.

Rougemont , near Montbard, Codte dobor , in Frar
AD,

Signed Donald A. Harvey

Third Guardian

Upon the deatlof the third Guardian of the Faith on 19 ter 1991 at the age of 68; Jacques
Soghomonian became theurthGu ar di an. During his Guardianshi
andwrote letters to individualencouraging them tmaintaina high standardf spiritual quality

and teach the Faith. He also wrote letters to thedéed universal house of justice aihtional
Assembliesvho supporedthe false house of justice and the individuals. In his last letter of 27 May,
2013, he wrote:



Dear Friendsof he Bahaodi worl dwi de Fait h,

Foll owing the Writings of Bahaodudoll ah and
Soghomonian, the™Guardian of the Faith] would like to warn you of the false messages
from the [the so called] universal house of justiddey have falsified the Words of
Bahaouodoll ah [t he Found&ha, the Center lofethe Eavenanth of a n
Bahaouoll ah]. They have destroyed the true
[the Founder] arBdhat he Master, O6Abdul

O Believers! You have followed the Exands [of the Cause] whom they have not given
authority to be followed. They formed a false International House of Justice in 1963.

All the Ex-Hands of the Cause are now deceased.

O Believers! Try to understand tha/i | | and Test-Bame the Bookfof 6 Ab
Covenant, the Writings of Bahadoudoll ah and
Shoghi Effendi and make your own judgment.

O Believers! You are not obliged to believe or to follow the destroyers of the true Faith of
Bahaouol !l ah. | f you are the true believer
translated by Shoghi Effendi and you will realize that the false faitrafagkd by ExHands

and false universal house of justice] which has nothing in common with True Faith of
Bahao6uodollah. The Writings have been transl
your review.]

If you sincerely investigate God will help understand the truth of the guardianship. The
Guardianship is not taboo and in accordance with the Covenant the succession of the
Guardianship will continue.

Shoghi Ef fendi i's descendent of the Bab an

In accordance with the Will and e me nt  oHahad & lvrittendn black and white
thatfl' ¢ and his glorious | ineage not be match
guardian of the Cause of God), ] Stdyglu Bffereli a n ot
has nominated Charlddason Remey as his successor [by two cablegram¥ of Sanuary

and 29 of March 1951]. C. M. Remey died in 1974. He appointed, in his own hand writing,

D. A. Harvey as the'3Guardian of the Faith. D. A. Harvey in his own hand writing and in
presencef a solicitor at Mont Cote Dbéor, [ Fr a
Soghomonian as his successor, the&tiardian of the Faith. And |, Jacques Soghomonian,
have nominated my successor, Enayatollah S. Yazdani who will bd'tBei&dian 6the

Faith [after my soul is departed from this world. Reference: My signed and sealed letter of
10" of February, 2005.]

The Chart of the Bahaodi worl dwi de Faith proy
1 The Guardian remains the permanent President of the Universal Hourstiad.J
1 The election of the Universal House of Justice is done in accordance with the specific



| aws of Bahaouol |l ah.

1 The Hands of Cause are nominated by the Guardian of the Faith himself.

1 In accordance with the Holy Writings the dEbands of the Cause mademnumental
error in rejection of the continuation of Guardianship after ascension of'Bedrdian
early November 1957. Today is the time to correct the past mistakes

O Believers! Be aware of the situation you are in now. Pray to God to direct yfuei riight
direction. This is fundamental requirement before the great catastrophe forecasted by
Bahaouol !l ah.

| pray for you and for your soul.

Faithful in EIBaha

The Guardian,

Signed

Jacques Soghomonian,
27 May, 2013

Under the direction of the fourtGuadian of the Faith Rlvan magazine was published and
distributedamong the friends including National Assemblies supporting the present administration
in Haifa.

Jacques Soghomonian in his sgrand sealed open letter of 10 February 2005 appointed his
successor . Part of the |l etter reads fALast but
final willingness: | indisputably name as my successor Mr. Enayatollah Sarvestani YAZDANI
[living at] 2c Hampden Road Pennant Hill, NSW, Australia. He will be th&&rdian after my
deat h. o

Jacques Soghomonian su#drfrom kidney failure for several years and as a result he eteiv
dialysis three times per week, which caused lethargy, breattdes and anemia.

On 31 August2013 Jacquetook a fall athis daughted some in Paris and sustained a fracture to

his right neck of émur (NOF). ¢ underwent surgery on tieSeptember 2013. Due to his past
medical and physical limitations Jacogedyd i d ndét survive the surgery
of 87 at10:30 anon 6 September, 2013.

The Guardia's body was moved to Marseillln the mortuary of Marseille he was laid out dred

could be visited by faily members and the friends. The bodytloé Guardian was visited by the
believersfrom France, Switzerland and thenitéd States. E. S. Yazdani arrived in Marseille in the

early morning of 12 September 2013 from Sydney, Australia. In the company of others he visited
the body of the late Guaah of the Faith for the last time before 8:00 am 12 September, 2013.
Prayers were read. A special prayer for prote
Persian, was chanted by E. S. Yazdaefore the funeral

The Guar di anaéranged forMleursday 12 Bepember 28(18:30 am.The weather on
that day was pleasant andetfuneral party drove from the mortuary to #ygostolic Armenian
Church of Marseillavhere an Armenian service was held for Jacques.

It was in this same churclacques Soghomonian married his wi@dristine. In February 2012 a
funeral servicavas held there for hedacquesnd his wife wer®f Armenian origin His wife kept

her Armenian Christian faith while supporting her husband in all his Baha'i actibiesg the

service talks were given by the Jacques family members. Besides the family members and friends,



the believers present includéd S. Yazdanirom Australia,Hand of the Cause Beat Edelmann
from Switzerlandand Amy Kruger from USA.

After the sevice the funeral party drove tbe village ofLa Cadiere d'Azur East of Marseill€he

children of Jacques Soghomonian bougfibt for their parents to be buried and rest in peace
together. The burial sits on the shore of the MediterranearwBegethey loved to spend time
together A picture ofJacquesind one of his daughters in this village can be found orrdhé fage

of RidvanmagazindssueNo. 15 March 2011.

The Guardiandés funer al was c o rhp Heecasenl Pelisign by e a d i
E. S. YazdaniFlowers were placed over the coffin after it was positioned in the grave. Charles, the
grandsorof Jacques Soghomonigplayed a beautiful piece on his violBhe tomb was then closed

and the funeral completed by midday 12 Septe2l 3.

Jacques Soghomonian is survived by two sons Philip andJdeaunes and two daughtéitancoise
and Edith.In memory of the late Guardian of the Faith a few photos are presented here.

Prepared by E. S. Yazdani

Photos
Of

Jacquesoghomonian

The Late Fourth

Guardi an of t he Bahao
19262013

Photos Taken In May 2012 & September 2013



Figurel: From R to L The Guardian, J. Soghomonian, E S Yazdani, Jean Paul and the Guardian's
daughterFrancoise

Figure2: Standing Mrs. A Yazdani



Figure4: The Guardian, his daughter, his son in law and grandchildren, frienddraadirs
Yazdani




Figureb: E S Yazdani reading the Bahao



