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Message to all the believers in Baha’u’llah
Statement by E.S. Yazdani

After the first Guardian of the Baha’i Faith, Shoghi
Effendi, left this world on Nov. 4, 1957, a group of people,
then elevated to the rank of the Hands of the Cause of
God, led by Ruhiyyah Khanum, openly opposed and
challenged the authority of C. M. Remey, the head of the
embryo of the Universal House of Justice, appointed by
the first guardian of the Faith to that position on 9™ of
January, 1951. As the head of the Universal House of
Justice and the office of the Guardianship is the same,
C.M. Remey became the 2™ Guardian of the Baha’i faith
on 4 Nov. 1951. C.M. Remey declared his position as the
2" Guardian of the Baha’i Faith and the successor to the
1* Guardian, in his declaration of Ridvan, 117 of B.E.

The group of the ex-Hands of the Cause collectively
claimed the successorship to the 1% Guardian of the Baha’i
Faith, Shoghi Effendi, and after “assuming the reins of
authority with no documents”* to support them, formed
an illegitimate Universal House of Justice in 1963 to
mislead the believers.

The so called Universal House of Justice does not have the
Guardian, in person, as its president, a fundamental
requirement under the provision of the Will and Testament
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. It has not been formed in accordance
with the Writings of the Baha’i Faith. It has not been the
development of the embryo of Universal House of Justice,
established by the first Guardian of the Faith in early 1951.
Thus this body, the budded Universal House of Justice, is
false Universal House of Justice and it is illegitimate.

The first Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, has rejected, in advance,
validity of such an institution in his letter of summer of 1925
where he states:

“Any institution that is not established in accordance with

the Divine Order, notin conformity with the
principles and the conditions recorded in the Holy
Writings, as it is required for this august institution,
consequently such an institution is void of credential
deprived of spiritual station, and forbidden to have any
right to legislate and enact laws and ordinances which are
not explicitly recorded in the Holy Writings. It also lacks
the essential qualities and the Divine confirmation.”
[Reference to the Universal House of Justice]

*Ref. Introduction to “The Ministry of the Custodians 1957—
1963” by Ruhiyyah Khanum, page 9
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RIDVAN

is the formal publication of the community
of the believers in the continuation of
Guardianship. It is published under the
direction and guidance of his eminence

Jacques Soghomonian the present 4"
Guardian of the Baha’i Faith. Its aim is to
teach and promote the teachings of the
Baha’i Faith particularly the Principles of
the World Order of Baha’u’llah,
established by its Founder, Baha’u’llah
defined and explained by ‘Abdu’l-Baha,
and promoted and applied by the 1%
Guardian Shoghi Effendi Rabbani the 1
Guardian and guarded by the succeeding
Guardians; C.M. Remey, and D.A.
Harvey. The Baha’i Faith is currently
protected by the present 4th Guardian,
Jacques Soghomonian.

RIDVAN is published once every four
months for distribution among the
believers in Baha’u’llah and others.

Address for Correspondence:

RIDVAN

P.O. Box 563,
HORNSBY, NSW, 2077,
AUSTRALIA

Email: ridvan@tpg.com.au
Tel. +612 96522640




Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I give Thee thanks inasmuch as Thou
hast called me into being in Thy days, and infused into me Thy love and
Thy knowledge. I beseech Thee, by Thy name whereby the goodly pearls
of Thy wisdom and Thine utterance were brought forth out of the
treasuries of the hearts of such of Thy servants as are nigh unto Thee, and
through which the Day-Star of Thy name, the Compassionate, hath shed
its radiance upon all that are in Thy heaven and on Thy earth, to supply
me, by Thy grace and bounty, with Thy wondrous and hidden bounties.
These are the earliest days of my life, O my God, which Thou hast linked
with Thine own days. Now that Thou hast conferred upon me so great an
honour, withhold not from me the things Thou hast ordained for Thy
chosen ones.

[ am, O my God, but a tiny seed which Thou hast sown in the soil of Thy
love, and caused to spring forth by the hands of Thy bounty. This seed
craveth, therefore, in its inmost being, for the waters of Thy mercy and the
living fountain of Thy grace. Send down upon it, from the heaven of Thy
loving-kindness, that which will enable it to flourish beneath Thy shadow
and within the borders of Thy court. Thou art He who watereth the hearts
of all that have recognised Thee from Thy plenteous stream and the
fountain of Thy living waters.

Praised be God, the Lord of the worlds. Baha’u’llah



O SON OF JUSTICE!

In the night-season the beauty of the immortal Being hath repaired from the emerald height of
fidelity unto the Sadratu'l-Muntaha, and wept with such a weeping that the concourse on high and
the dwellers of the realms above wailed at His lamenting. Whereupon there was asked, Why the
wailing and weeping? He made reply: As bidden I waited expectant upon the hill of faithfulness,
yet inhaled not from them that dwell on earth the fragrance of fidelity. Then summoned to return I
beheld, and lo! certain doves of holiness were sore tried within the claws of the dogs of earth.
Thereupon the Maid of heaven hastened forth unveiled and resplendent from Her mystic mansion,
and asked of their names, and all were told but one. And when urged, the first letter thereof was
uttered, whereupon the dwellers of the celestial chambers rushed forth out of their habitation of
glory. And whilst the second letter was pronounced they fell down, one and all, upon the dust. At
that moment a voice was heard from the inmost shrine: "Thus far and no farther." Verily We bear
witness to that which they have done and now are doing.

O SON OF MY HANDMAID!

Quaff from the tongue of the merciful the stream of divine mystery, and behold from the dayspring
of divine utterance the unveiled splendor of the daystar of wisdom. Sow the seeds of My divine
wisdom in the pure soil of the heart, and water them with the waters of certitude, that the hyacinths
of knowledge and wisdom may spring up fresh and green from the holy city of the heart.

O SON OF DESIRE!

How long wilt thou soar in the realms of desire? Wings have I bestowed upon thee, that thou
mayest fly to the realms of mystic holiness and not the regions of satanic fancy. The comb, too,
have I given thee that thou mayest dress My raven locks, and not lacerate My throat.

O MY SERVANTS!

Ye are the trees of My garden; ye must give forth goodly and wondrous fruits, that ye yourselves
and others may profit there from. Thus it is incumbent on every one to engage in crafts and
professions, for therein lies the secret of wealth, O men of understanding! For results depend upon
means, and the grace of God shall be all-sufficient unto you. Trees that yield no fruit have been and
will ever be for the fire.
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Declaration

Two declarations from Mr. Jason Gadley and Madam J. St. Dremont have been
received by the Guardian. RIDVAN sends their best wished to the new believers
and praying for their success in teaching the Cause of Baha’u’llah.
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The Story of
‘Aq’a Buzurg of Nishapur

Known as

Badi’
The bearer of Tablet of

Sultan

Compiled by E.S. Yazdani
19



Badi’, the bearer of the Tablet of Sultan was under
unbearable torture for many days. The torturer was failed to
make Badi’ to talk to disclose his Baha’i friends. The
torturer continued torturing him to make him to confess at
least that he had brought a petition to the King not a tablet.
Badr’, the Pride of the Martyrs, refused even to say that. At
last..... The torturer raised a pounder and while Badi’s head
was on a solid support the pounder was brought down on
Badi’s head, “...his skull was smashed and his brain oozed
through his nostrils...”

On the contrary the group of the ex-Hands of the Faith leaded by Ruhiyyih Khanum
collectively “assumed authority” after the 1* Guardian left this world on 4 Nov.
1957. And within a short period of time they managed to change the Writings,
destroyed the embryo of the Universal House of Justice, aborted the Ten Year
Crusade Plan, refused to obey the command of the 2™ Guardian of the Faith C. M.
Remey, assumed for themselves the duties of the Guardian of the Faith, formed an
illegitimate universal house of justice, denied the believer the right of Investigation
for Truth, changed the approved material on the Administration to suit their
objectives and successfully they turned the Baha’i Faith to a sect, to a cult, to an
another means for disunity among the believers of the Faith and the people of the
world. As the result of their action the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth
1s temporary delayed.

The attention of reader is to drawn to the degree of scarifies made by The Bab,
Baha’u’llah, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Shoghi Effendi, the succeeding guardians and the
martyrs for growth of the Faith. The ex-Hands and now the false universal house of
justice and their supporters have paid them negatively for their unquestionable
sacrifices they made for growth of the Cause of Baha’u’llah. The present generation
and the generations to come will not forget the ex-Hands for what they did to the
Cause and the future historian will not certainly judge them favourably.

Here is the story of Badi’
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The Story of Badi’

The purpose of this article is to portray two
personalities; one a monarch of the Qajar
dynasty, Nassir-ed-Din Shah and ‘Aq’a
Buzurg-i-Nishapuri known as Badi’, the
bearer of the Tablet of Baha’u’llah, known as
Tablet of Sultan, to the monarch. The bearer
of the Tablet sacrificed everything including
his precious life to accomplish the task he
was given by Baha’u’llah to hand to the
monarch His Tablet. On the contrary the
monarch sacrificed others to protect himself
and his kingship and finally his life was
ended by a bullet of an assassin, Mirza Reza
Kermani in 1896.

Among the Kings and religious leaders of the
world that have received directly the Message
of Baha’u’llah is Nasser-ed-Din Shah of
Qajar (Kadjar) dynasty founded by its
founder Aagha Muhammad Khan of Qajar
tribe of northern Persia migrated originally
from the Turkic tribes of central Asia. Nasser-
ed Din Shah is the 4™ king of the dynasty and
the most famous king, after Fath Ali Shah his
great grand father of the Qajar kings. The
disastrous reign of the Qajar kings from 1794
to 1925 caused the decline of Persia from her
glory to its lowest state of her social, political
or her economical status.

Nasser-ed-Din Shah reigned Persia for almost
second half of 19" century. He ascended to
the throne of Persia during publication of the
Communist Manifesto by Marx and he died
by an assassin’s bullet at the age of 65"
birthday in 1896, four years after Ascension
of Baha’u’llah from this world to the next. He
traveled to Europe twice and he attempted to
reform Persia and bring his country to the
European level. It has been said that politics
and the circumstances did not allow him to
see his plan through which is very hard to
believe. In fact during his reign and the reign
of the other kings of the dynasty Persia fell
from one disaster to another. H. M. Balyuzi in

“Baha’u’llah the King of Glory” writes
“Qajars were Umayyads of Iran (Persia).
They were usurpers. They were treacherous.
They did not, would not keep their words.”"
“By the year 1795, when the revolutionary
ardour of France had subsided, Robespierre
and his works and the rump of the National
Convention were all of the past, and Catherin
the Great, the Tsarina of Russia, had only one
year to live, the founder of the Qajar dynasty,
the despicable Agha Muhammad Khan, was
well established as undisputed monarch of
Iran. And thus began for Iran a long
nightmare, a period of unmitigated disaster.
The Qajars were in turn cruel, sensuous,
spineless, obscurantist and tyrannical. Under
their yoke, Iran steadily declined from infamy
to another”.'

The first Guardian of the Baha’i Faith in his
work, “God Passes By”, writes “Nassiri-ed-
Din Shah, stigmatized by Baha’u’llah as the
‘Prince of Oppressors’ as one who had
‘perpetrated what hath caused the denizens of
the cities of Justice and equity to lament,” was
during the period under review, in the full
tide of his manhood and had reached the
plenitude of his despotic power. The sole
arbiter of fortunes of a country ‘firmly
stereotyped in the immemorial tradition of the
East’: ....... The head of an administration in
which ‘every actor was, in different aspects,
both the briber and the bribed”; allied, in his
opposition to the Faith, with a sacerdotal
order which constituted a veritable “church-
state”; supported by a people pre-eminent in
atrocity, notorious for its fanaticism, its
servility, cupidity and corrupt practices, this
capricious monarch, no longer able to lay
hands upon the person of Baha’u’llah, had to
content himself with the task of attempting to
stamp out in his own dominions the remnants
of a much-feared and newly resuscitated
community. Next to him in rank and power
were his three cldest sons, to whom, for
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purposes of internal administration, he had
practically delegated his authority, and in
whom he had invested the governorship of all
the provinces of his kingdom. The province
of Adhirbayjan he had entrusted to the weak
and timid Muzaffari’d-Din Mirz4, the heir to
his throne, who had fallen under the influence
of the Shaykhi sect, and was showing a
marked respect to the mullas. To the stern and
savage rule of the astute Mas’ud Mirza,
commonly known as Zillu’s-Sulhan, his
eldest surviving son, whose mother had been
of plebeian origin, he had committed over
two-fifths of his kingdom, including the
provinces of Yazd and Isfdhan, whilst upon
Kamran Mirza, his favourite son, commonly
called by his title the Nayibu’s-Saltanih, he
had bestowed the rulership of Gilan and
Mazindaran, and made him governor of
Tihran, his minister of war and the
commander-in-chief of his army. Such was
the rivalry between the last two princes, who
vied with each other in courting the favour of
their father, that each endeavoured, with the
support of the leading mujtahids within his
jurisdiction, to outshine the other in the
meritorious task of hunting, plundering and
exterminating the members of a defenceless
community, who, at the bidding of
Baha’u’llah, had ceased to offer armed
resistance even in self-defence, and were
carrying out His injunction that ‘it is better to
be killed than kill.” Nor were the clerical
firebrands, H4ji Mulla ‘Aliy-i-Kani and
Siyyid Sadig-i-Tabataba’i, the two leading
mujtahids of Tihran, together with Shaykh
Muhammad-B4qir, their colleague in Isfahan,
and Mir Muhammad-Husayn, the Imam-
Jum’ih of that city, willing to allow the
slightest opportunity to pass without striking,
with all the force and authority they wielded,
at an adversary whose liberalizing influences
they had even more reason to fear than the
sovereign himself.”

The bearer of the Tablet to the Monarch was
‘Aq’a Buzurg son of Hiji ‘Abdul’l-Majid-i-
Shalfurush burn in the city of Nishapur of the
providence of Khurasan in northwest of
Persia. “Mulla Muhammad-i-Zarandi, Nabil-
1-A’zam, in the course of his travels .... came
to .... Nishapur, in the province of Khurasan.
There he met Haji ‘Abdu’l-Majid-i-

Shalfurush (dealer in shawls), a noted
merchant and a survivor of Shaykh Tabarsi,
and as Nabil himself says, ‘an old
acquaintance’. H4ji ‘Abdul-Majid took him to
his home. There, Nabil met Shaykh
Muhammad-i-Ma’muri, the uncle of the
martyr, Shaykh Ahmad-i-Khurasani, engaged
in copying Tablets of Baha’u’llah. And to his
surprise, Nabil found H&ji ‘Abdu’l-Majid
attending personally to everything. He asked
the H4ji whether he did not have a son old
enough to assist him. H&ji ‘Abdu’l-Majid
replied that he had, but his son did not obey
him. Indeed, his son, ‘Aq’a Buzurg, a youth
in his teens, led a wild life, was unruly, and
took no interest at all in his fathers
preoccupations; in a word, he was the despair
of his family. To see what followed, let Nabil,
that inimitable narrator, tell us himself:

‘I said, “send for him to come, I wish to see
him.” He was sent for and he came. I saw a
tall, gangling youth, who instead of physical
perfections, had merely a simple heart, and I
told his father to make him my host and leave
his case to God . . . Then, I mentioned
matters, very moving, which would melt a
heart of stone.” Nabil-i-A’zam here quotes a
number of verses from the long poem by
Baha’vw’llah — Qasidiy-i- ‘Izz-i-Varqga’iyyih,
which he composed in Sulaymaniyyih. In
these verses quoted by Nabil, Baha’u’llah
speaks of His own sufferings and tribulations.
‘Hearing these divine themes, the colour of
the visage of that youth reddened, his eyes
welled with tears, and the sounds of his
lamentation rose high. I calmed his agitation,
but throughout that night, his enamourment
and attraction kept sleep away from the eyes
of Shaykh Muhammad and myself. Until the
light broke we read and recited from the holy
script. In the morning, when he prepared the
samovar for tea, and went out to fetch milk,
his father came and said: “I had never heard
my son weep. | thought that nothing could
move him. Now, what is the spell cast on him
to make his tears flow and to cause him to cry
out, to make him afire with the love of God?”
I said: “In any case he is no longer in
command of himself, and you must give him
up.” And his father said: “This manner of
losing one’s self is exactly what I desired. If
he remains firm in the Cause of God, I myself
shall serve him.”
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‘Aqa Buzurg was insistent that he should
accompany me to Mash-had. But his father
said: “I brought Shaykh Muhammad here,
specifically to be his tutor, so that he might
learn reading and writing within a short time,
and study the Jgan under Shaykh
Muhammad’s tuition, and make a copy of the
book. Should he do these, then I undertake to
provide him with a steed and all his
expenses.”

‘Subsequent to my departure from Khurasan
and arrival at Tihran, Shaykh Fani reached
Nishabur and mentioned that he was on his
way to Bandar-i-Abbas, so as to go to
Baghdad, and ultimately to the Land of
Mystery [Adrianople], and was permitted to
take one person with himself. Jinab-i-Aba-
Badi' [the Father of Badi’] provided his dear
son with a steed and money, so that he might
catch up with me at Baghdad, and we might
travel together to the abode of the Beloved.
Badi’ had accompanied the Shaykh up to
Yazd, and there had parted company with
him, and giving the Shaykh all that he
possessed, and all alone, had set out on foot
to walk all the way to the Daru’s-Salam — the
Abode of Peace [Baghdad].

‘After his arrival at Baghdad, Aqa ‘Abdu’r-
Rasul was martyred, and he stepped in to
replace the martyr, carrying Aqa 'Abdu’r-
Rasul’s water-skin over his shoulders, and
served as the water-carrier of the companions
there. And when the companions were
rounded up, to be taken to Mosul, that
illuminated youth, although wounded in
several places by rascally men, betook
himself to Mosul, and reached that city before
the arrival of the captives, where, once again,
he engaged in carrying water for them. Later
he set his steps towards the Holy Land, and
attained the presence of the Abha Beauty.

The day had come in the life of this
seventeen-year-old youth when he felt that he
had to turn to Baha’u’llah. And he began to
walk — to walk all the way from Mosul to the
waters of the Mediterranean, to the foot of the
citadel of ‘Akka, where, he knew, his Lord
was incarcerated.

He arrived in ‘Akka early in 1869 and, since
he was still wearing the garb of a simple
water-carrier, he had no trouble slipping past
the vigilant guards at the city gates. Once
inside the city, however, he was at a loss, for

he had no idea how to contact his fellow
believers and could not risk betraying himself
by making enquiries. Uncertain as to the
course he should follow, he repaired to a
mosque in order to pray. Towards evening, a
group of Persians entered the mosque and, to
his delight, Badi' recognised ‘Abdu’l-Baha
among them. He wrote a few words on a
piece of paper and managed to slip this to
‘Abdu’l-Baha. The same night, arrangements
were made to enable him to enter the citadel
and go into the presence of Baha’u’llah.

Badi’ had the honour of two interviews with
Baha’v’llah. During the course of these,
Baha’u’llah made reference to the Tablet that
He had already revealed, addressed to
Nasiri’d-Din Shah — the Letter which opens
thus:

‘O King of the Earth! Hearken to the call of
this Vassal: verily, I am a Servant Who
believed in God, and in His Signs and
sacrificed Myself in His path. To this
testifieth the calamity that surroundeth Me:
such calamity as none of the creatures of God
hath borne. My Lord, the All-Knowing, is
witness unto what I say. [ have summoned the
people unto naught save Thy Lord and the
Lord of the worlds, and for His love I have
encountered that, the like of which the eyes of
creation have not seen.’

Many were the men, veterans, who had
longed for the honour to be entrusted with
that Letter. But Baha’u’llah had made no
move and waited. He had waited a long time
until the forlorn, the weary youth, who had
come to receive the gift of second birth from
His hands, reached the gates of ‘Akka, and
entered the citadel. At those two interviews
Aqa Buzurg of Khurasan came face to face
with his Lord, and became Badi’ — the
Wonderful. Baha’u’llah wrote that in him ‘the
spirit of might and power was breathed’.

We know that to him was given the task
which others, much older, much more tried
and experienced than he, had hoped to
perform, that Badi’ asked for the honour of
delivering the Tablet to the Shah and that it
was bestowed upon him. Since it would have
entailed risks to have carried the Tablet out of
‘Akka, Badi’ was instructed to go to Haifa
and wait there, and that on his way back to
Persia he must travel alone and not contact
the believers.
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Haji Mirza Haydar-Ali has recorded in his
history Bihjatu’s-Sudur an account he heard
from H4ji Shah-Muhammad-i-Amin: ‘I was
given a small box, the length of which was
one and a half spans, its width was less than
one span and its thickness was one-quarter of
a span, and I was told to deliver it to him
[Badi’] in Haifa together with a few pounds. |
did not know what was in the box. [ met him
in Haifa and gave him the good news that a
favour had been bestowed upon him and I
was entrusted with its delivery. And so we
went outside the town, onto Mount Carmel,
and I delivered the box to him. He held it
with both hands and kissed it, then he
prostrated himself. There was also a sealed
envelope for him which he took from me. He
walked some twenty or thirty paces away
from me and, turning towards the place of
Baha’u’llah’s imprisonment, he sat down and
read it. He then prostrated himself again and
his face was radiant with joy and ecstasy. I
asked him whether I could also have the
honour of reading the Tablet which he had
received but he replied: “There is no time.” I
understood that it was a matter which could
not be divulged. What was it? | had no idea at
all of the significance of what was happening,
nor of the importance of the task with which
he had been commissioned.

‘I said to him, ‘Come with me into Haifa for I
have been instructed to deliver a sum of
money to you.” He replied, ‘I won’t come into
the town with you, you go and bring the
money.” I went and returned but could not
find him anywhere — he had departed. I wrote
to Beirut that they should give him the money
there but they had not seen him. I had no
further news of him until I heard reports of
his martyrdom from Tihran. Then I realised
that in that box had been the Lawh-i-Sultan,
and in the envelope had been a Tablet bearing
tidings of the martyrdom of that essence of
steadfastness and constancy.

In one of the Appendices to 4 Traveller’s
Narrative, Edward Granville Browne has
translated the words addressed to the bearer
(Badi’) of the Tablet to Nasiri-ed-Din Shah.
The text of these words as well as the Tablet
itself had not been obtained by Russian
consular officials in Persia and sent to St
Petersburg, where they were deposited in the
Collection of the Institute of Oriental

languages by the head of that Institute,
Gamazov. Baron Rosen had sent Browne a
copy of his catalogue of this Collection in
which this Tablet is fully described.

These then are the words addressed by
Baha’u’llah to Badi’:

He is God, exalted is He

We ask God to send one of His
servants, and to detach him from
Contingent Being, and to adorn his
heart with the decoration of strength
and composure, that he may help his
Lord amidst the concourse of
creatures, and, when he becometh
aware of what hath been revealed
for His Majesty the King, that he
may arise and take the Letter, by the
permission of his Lord, the Mighty,
the Bounteous, and go with speed to
the abode of the King. And when he
shall arrive at the place of his
throne, let him alight in the inn, and
let him hold converse with none till
he goeth forth one day and standeth
where he [i.e. the King] shall pass by.
And when the Royal harbingers
shall appear, let him raise up the
Letter with the utmost humility and
courtesy, and say, ‘It hath been sent
on the part of the Prisoner.” And it is
incumbent upon him to be in such a
mood that, should the King decree
his death, he shall not be troubled
within himself, and shall hasten to
the place of sacrifice saying, ‘O
Lord, praise to be thee because that
Thou hast made me a helper to Thy
religion, and hast decreed unto me
martyrdom in Thy way! By Thy
Glory, I would not exchange this cup
for [all] the cups in the worlds, for
Thou hast not ordained any
equivalent to this, neither do
Kawthar and Salsabil rival it!” But if
he [i.e. the King] letteth him [ei the
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messenger| go, and interfereth not
with him, let him say, ‘To Thee be
praise, O Lord of the worlds! Verily
I am content with Thy good pleasure
and what Thou hast predestined
unto me in Thy way, even though I
did desire that the earth might be
dyed with my blood for Thy love.
But what Thou willest is best for me:
verily Thou knowest what is in my
soul, while I know not what is in Thy
soul; and Thou art the All-knowing,
the Informed.’

Haji Shah-Muhammad-i-Amin has further
related: The late Haji ‘Ali, brother of Haji
Ahmad of Port Sa’id, used to recount: “From
Trebizond to Tabriz I was in his [Badi’s]
company for some of the stages of the
journey. He was full of joy, laughter,
gratitude and forbearance. And I only knew
that he had been in the presence of
Baha’uv’llah and was now returning to his
home in Khurasan. Time and again [ observed
that, having walked a little more or less than
one hundred paces, he would leave the road
and, turning to face “Akka, would prostrate
himself and could be heard to say: ‘O God,
that which you have bestowed upon me
through Your bounty, do not take back
through Your justice; rather grant me strength
to safeguard it.”””’

Badi’ plodded on, a solitary figure, over
deserts and mountain peaks, for four months,
never seeking a companion, never choosing a
friend with whom he could share his great
secret. His father had no knowledge of his
return. In Tihran, as bidden by Baha’u’llah,
Badi’ did not go in search of his fellow
Baha’is, but spent three days in fasting while
he made certain where the Shah’s summer
camp was, and went straight there, sitting on
a hillock, all day long, so that he might be
seen and taken to the Shah. The hour came
when the Shah set out on a hunting
expedition; Badi approached him calmly,
addressing the Monarch with respect: ‘O
King! I have come to thee from Sheba with a
weighty message’. Nasiri-ed-Din Shah may
have been taken aback, but the confident tone
of that youth had already impressed on his

consciousness that this message had come to
him from Baha’u’llah. In the words of Shoghi
Effendi, ‘at the Sovereign’s order, the Tablet
was taken from him and delivered to the
mujtahids of Tihran who were commanded to
reply to that Epistle — a command which they
evaded, recommending instead that the
messenger should be put to death. That Tablet
was subsequently forwarded by the Shah to
the Persian Ambassador in Constantinople, in
the hope that its perusal by the Sultan’s
ministers might serve to further inflame their
animosity.’

We have known that Badi’ was tortured and
that he remained undaunted and steadfast to
the very end. We have known that the pen of
Baha’uv’llah, for the space of three years,
lauded his valour and constancy. We have
known that to him was given the title of
Fakhru’sh-Shuhada — The Pride of Martyrs,
and that Baha’u’llah characterised his
references to his ‘sublime sacrifice’ as ‘the
Salt of My Tablets’. But it was left to the
strange ways of Providence to bring to light
the full story of the last days of Badi’, his
ordeal and his immolation. It is a horrific
story, but moving, a story of which every
Baha’i cannot but be proud. The fiendish
cruelty which it discloses, sickens, but the
unassailable integrity, the never-wavering
faith, the invincible courage of that wonderful
youth of seventeen ennoble the soul.

To see how it happened, how Providence
intervened, we have to move swiftly with the
years — more than four decades — in fact, to
the year 1913.

Early in 1913, Muhammad-Vali Khan-i-
Tunukabuni, Nasru’s Saltanih and the
Sipahdar-i-A’zam (later Sipahsalar-i-A’zam)
were in Paris. Tunukabun, the home town of
this grandee of Iran, of which he was himself
the governor over a period of years, is
situated in the province of Mazindaran. Nur
and Kujar and Takur, where Baha’u’llah’s
forbears lived, also belong to this Ilush
Caspian province. Sipahdar-i-A’zam was one
of the two Nationalist leaders, who, in 1909,
marched on Tihran, at the head of their men,
to restore the Constitution  which
Muhammad-‘Ali  Shah  had  wantonly
destroyed. He converged on the capital from
the north, and the other leader, the Bakhtiyari
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chieftain Haji ‘Ali-Quli Khan, the Sardar-i-
As’ad, from the south.

When Muhammad-‘Ali Shah had staged his
coup, in June 1908, relying heavily on
Russian support, and had sent his Cossack
Brigade, under Colonel Liakhoff, to storm the
Baharistan, the Parliament building, and
arrest those deputies who had incurred his
wrath, Sipahdar-i-A’zam not only did not
challenge the autocracy of Muhammad-‘Ali
Shah, but gave him his active support and led
the royal forces to invest in the city of Tabriz
that had risen in revolt. However, he was
soon disillusioned and drifted away from the
side of Muhammad-Ali Shah to the ranks of
his opponents. In Rasht, he became a member
of the Revolutionary council and there he
planned his march on Tihran.

In the meantime, the powerful Bakhtiyari
tribe with a few dissidents, declared for the
Constitution and Haji Ali-Quli Khan, the
Sardar-i-As’ad, whose father had died in the
prison of the notorious Zillu’s-Sultan, hurried
from Europe to assist his elder brother,
Samsamu’s-Sultanith, who had taken
possession of [sfahan.

Russian officials, in concert with the British,
tried to dissuade Sipahdar-i-A’zam and
Sardar-i-As’ad from carrying out their plans.
They failed, the Nationalist forces occupied
Tihran in mid-July, Muhammad-‘Ali Shah
took refuge in the Russian Legation and was
deposed. His eldest son, Sultan-Ahmad
Mirza, twelve years old was put on the throne
with a regent: the venerable ‘Adudu’l-Mulk,
chief of the Qajar notables; and Sipahdar-i-
A’zam became the first prime minister of the
restored constitutional regime. But despite his
signal service to the cause of the Constitution,
Sipahdar-i-A’zam was suspected of being a
reactionary at heart, sympathetic to the ex-
Shah and Russian schemes. In truth, he was
aloof and imperious, much of a grandee,
totally lacking the arts of the demagogue. In
the summer of 1911, while he was once again
the Prime Minister, Muhammad-‘Ali Shah
made an abortive attempt to win back his
throne, and Sipahdar-i-A’zam was forced to
resign. It was thought that he would not act
promptly and energetically to foil the designs
of the ex-shah. He has stated that he went to
France in 1913, for medical treatment.
Howbeit, he was in Paris in March, at the

time when ‘Abdu’l-Baha was still visiting the
French capital. Either then, or possible
sometime earlier, Mme Laura Dreyfus-
Barney had presented to him a copy of the
Persian version of Some Answered Questions
by ‘Abdu’l-Baha. One day Sipahdar-i-A’zam
opened the book to read the story of Badi’
and as he read he recalled an incident of his
early youth, and wrote his recollections in the
margin. This is what he wrote:

‘6 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1331
26 February AD 1913
Paris, Hotel d’Albe, Avenue Champs Elysée

‘That year, when this letter [Baha’u’llah’s
Tablet] was sent, the messenger came to the
Shah in the summer resort of Lar, and this is
the full account of what happened.

“The late Nasiri-ed-Din Shah was very fond
of the summer resorts of Lar, Nur and Kujur.
He ordered my father, Sa’idu’d-Dawlih the
Sardar [Sirdar], and myself (then a youth with
the rank of Sarhang [Colonel]) to go to Kujar
and find provisions and victuals for the royal
camp. “I am coming”, he said, “to the
summer resort of Lar and from there to the
resort of Baladih of Nur and thence to Kujur.”
These resorts adjoin each other and are
contiguous. My father and [ were in the
environs of Manjil-i-Kujur when news
reached us that the Shah had arrived at Lar,
and that there he had put someone to death,
by having him strangled. Then it was reported
that this man [who was put to death] was a
messenger of the Babis. At that time the word
“Bahd’i” was not known and we had never
heard it. All the people rejoiced of the slaying
of that messenger. Then the Shah came to
Baladih of Nur. My father and I went forth to
greet him. Near the village of Baladih, where
a large river flows, they had set up the Shah’s
pavilion, but the Shah had not yet arrived.
Kazim Khan-i-Turk, the Farrash-Bashi of the
Shah, had brought the advance equipage. We
wanted to pass by. My father, who had the
rank of Mir-Panj [General] and had not yet
received the title of Sa’idu’d-Dawlih, was
acquainted with this Kazim Khan. He told
me, “Let us go and visit this Farrash-Bashi.”
We rode up to the pavilion and dismounted.
Kézim Khan was seated with much pomp in
his tent. We entered the tent. He received my
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father respectfully and showed me great
kindness. We sat down and tea was served.
The talk was about the journey. Then my
father said ““Your Honour the Farrash-Bashi,
who was this Babi and how was he put to
death?” He replied, “O Mir-Panj! Let me tell
you a tale. This man was a strange creature.
At Safid-Ab-i-Lar, the Shah mounted to go
hunting. As it happened I had not mounted.
Suddenly I saw two cavalrymen galloping
towards me. The Shah had sent for me. I
immediately mounted, and when I reached
the Shah, he told me that a Babi had brought
a letter. ‘I ordered his arrest,” the Shah said,
‘and he is now in the custody of Kishikchi-
Bashi [Head of the Sentries]. Go and take him
to the Farrash-Khanih. Deal with him gently
at first, but if not successful use every manner
of force to make him confess and reveal who
his friends are and where they are to be found
— until I return from the hunt.” I went, took
him from the Kishikchi-Bashi and brought
him away, hands and arms tied. But let me
tell you something of the sagacity and the
alertness of the Shah. This man was
unmounted in that plain and as soon as he
raised his paper to say that he had a letter to
deliver, the Shah sensed that he must be a
Babi and ordered his arrest and the removal
of any letter he had. He was then detained but
had not given his letter to anyone and had it
in his pocket. I took this messenger home. At
first I spoke to him kindly and gently; ‘Give
me a full account of all of this. Who gave you
this letter? From where have you brought it?
How long ago was it? Who are your
comrades?’ He said, ‘This letter was given to
me in ‘Akka by Hadrat-i-Baha’u’llah. He told
me: “You will have to go to Iran, all alone,
and somehow deliver this letter to the Shah of
Iran. But your life may be endangered. If you
accept that, go; otherwise I will send another
messenger.” [ accepted the task. It is now
three months since I left. I have been looking
for an opportunity to give this letter into the
hands of the Shah and bring it to his notice.
And thanks be to God that today I rendered
my service. If you want Bahd’is, they are
numerous in Iran, and if you want my
comrades, I was all alone and have none.” |
pressed him to tell me the names of his
comrades and the names of the Baha’is of
Iran, particularly those of Tihran. And he

persisted with his denial: I'l have no comrade
and I do not know the Baha’is of Iran.” I
swore to him: ‘If you tell me these names I
will obtain your release from the Shah and
save you from death.” His reply to me was: ‘I
am longing to be put to death. Do you think
that you frighten me?” Then I send for the
bastinado, and farrashes (six at a time) started
to beat him. No matter how much he was
beaten he never cried out, nor did he implore.
When I saw how it was I had him released
from the bastinado and brought him to sit
beside me and told him once again: ‘Give me
the names of your comrades.” He did not
answer me at all and began to laugh. It
seemed as if all that beating had not harmed
him in any way. This made me angry. I
ordered a branding-iron to be brought and a
lighted brazier. While they were preparing the
brazier I said: ‘Come and speak the truth, else
I will have you branded’; and at that I noticed
that his laughter increased. Then I had him
bastinadoed again. Beating him that much
tired out the farrashes. I myself was also tired
out. So I had him untied and taken to the back
of another tent, and told the farrashes that by
dint of branding they ought to get a
confession from him. They applied red-hot
iron several times to his back and chest. I
could hear the sizzling noise of the burning
flesh and smell it too. But no matter how hard
we tried we could get nothing out of him. It
was about sunset that the Shah returned from
hunting and summoned me. I went to him and
related all that had happened. The Shah
insisted that I should make him confess and
then put him to death. So I went back and had
him branded once again. He laughed under
the impact of the red-hot iron and never
implored. I even consented that this fellow
should say what he had brought was a petition
and make no mention of a letter. Even to that
he did not consent. I then lost my temper and
ordered a plank to be brought. A farrash, who
wielded a pounder used for ramming in iron
pegs, put this man’s head on the plank, and
stood over him with the raised pounder. I told
him: ‘If you divulge the names of your
comrades you will be released, otherwise I
will order them to bring that pounder down
on your head.” He began to laugh and give
thanks for having gained his object. I
consented that he should say it was a petition

27



he had brought, not a letter. He even would
not say that. And all those red-hot rods
applied to his flesh caused him no anguish.
So, in the end, I gave a sign to the farrash,
and he brought down the pounder on this
fellow’s head. His skull was smashed and his
brain oozed through his nostrils. Then [ went
myself and reported it all to the Shah.”

‘This Kéazim Khan-i-Farrash-Bashi was
astounded by that man’s behaviour and
endurance, astonished that all the beating and
application of red-hot metal to his body had
no effect on him, causing him no distress. He
said, “I went and told the Shah and was
rewarded with a sardari [an outer garment],
which was the Shah’s own. We interred the
corpse in the same place — Safid-Ab — and no
one knows where it is.” But now the Bahd’is
have discovered the place, and for them it is a
place of pilgrimage.

‘These utterances of Kézim Khén-i-Farrash-
Béshi I heard with my own ears. He related it
all to us. I was very young and I was
astonished. That same letter the Shah sent to
Tihran for H4ji Mulla ‘Aliy-i-Kani and other
mullas to read and to answer. But they said
that there was nothing to answer; and Haji
Mulla ‘Ali wrote to Mustawfiyu’l-Mamalik
(who was the Premier at the time) to tell the
Shah that, “If God forbid, you should have

any doubts regarding Islam and your belief is
not firm enough, I ought to take action to
dispel your doubts. Otherwise such letters
have no answer. The answer was exactly what
you did to his messenger. Now you must
write to the Ottoman Sultan to be very strict
with him and prevent all communications.”
Sultan ‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz was living then. It was
during his reign.’

‘27 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1331, 2 March AD 1913
Written at the Hotel d’Albe in Paris.

‘Tonight I could not sleep. Mme Dreyfus had
sent me this book and I had not read it. It is
early morning. I opened the book and read on
till T reached the theme of Letters to the
Kings, and to Nasiri-ed-Din Shah. Because |
had been there on that journey and had heard
this account personally from Kéazim Khén-i-
Farrash-Bashi, I wrote it down.

‘A year and a half later, on the journey to
Karbila, this Kazim Khan went mad. The
Shah had him chained and he died miserably.
The year I went to Tabriz, as the Governor-
General of Adharbayjan, I found a grandson
of his, begging. “Take heed, O people of
insight and understanding”.

Muhammad-Vali,

Sipahdar-i-A’zam.’
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The Qajars Kings
From left to right top to bottom,;
Agha Muhammad Khan, the founder of the dynasty, Fath Ali Shah, Contemporary with Sheikh Ahmad
Ahsaie, Mohammad Shah, Contemporary with The Bab, Nasser-ed Din Shah, Contemporary with the
Bab and Baha’u’llah, Mozaffar-ed-Din Shah, Mohammad Ali Shah, Ahmad Shah
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A Temple Of Worship Upon
Mount Carmel

By

Kamran Taimouri

Among many architectural designs made
by Charles Mason Remey, his design for the
future Baha'i Temple (Mashriq’ul-Adhkar) on
Mount Carmel, in Haifa, Israel, is unique.
It was done in Indian style of architecture and

approved by Shoghi Effendi, the first
Guardian of the Baha'i Faith. This
was announced to the Baha'i world

community, in April 25, 1953: "Preliminary
steps taken in reparation of final design for
the Mashriq’ul-Adhkar on Mount Carmel by
President of the International Baha'i Council,
specifically appointed by Abdu'l-Baha to be
its architect” (Messages to the Baha'i World, 1950-
1957, pp.12-13)

‘Abdu'l-Baha is one of the three central
figures of the Baha'i Faith, who in numerous
Tablets, praised Mason Remey for being firm
in God's Covenant and detached from worldly
possession. In a Tablet to Mason Remey,
dated October 7, 1921, ‘Abdu'l-Baha wrote: "
Sometime ago I wrote thee a letter, whose
content was that praise be to God, thou hast
become confirmed in drawing a plan for the
pilgrim house in Haifa. It is my hope that this
pilgrim house may be builtunder your
supervision. Also in the future a Mashriq'ul-
Adhkar will be established on Mount Carmel.
Thou wilt be its architect and founder. I give
thee this glad tiding. Thou must be very glad
and thankful for this statement [task].
Convey to each one of the Friends the best
Abha greetings. Upon thee be the Glory of
the Most Glorious. (Signed) ‘Abdul-
Baha Abbas (Extracted from the original translation)

Mason Remey, in 1923, published a series of
designs for temples and shrinesin a book
under the title
of, "Architectural Compositions in the Indian

Style" Later on, in July 1924, he
added several pages of explanation to this
book for the Baha'i readers when he was
donating one copy to the Local Baha'i
Archives, in Washington, DC. In the
Foreword of this copy he Stated:" It is
recorded that upon various occasions and to
different people our Beloved Master, ‘Abdu'l-
Baha, expressed his preference of the style of
Taj-Mabhal, saying that of all existing styles of
architecture the Indian style was best suited
for Baha'i temples. Therefore I have designed
these buildings in this style.”

For the section 5 of his book, Mason Remey
added, such as: “This design for a
Mashriq’ul-Adhkar upon the promontory of
Mount Carmel was made at the specific
request of Shoghi Effendi , and in its making,
care was taken to carry out, as nearly as
possible, his expressed ideas. The proposed
site is that now occupied by the light house. A
series of retaining walls would be built on the
slope of the mountain in such [a] manner as
to sustain nine terraces, arising one above the
other, upon the uppermost of which the
Temple would stand."

In April 1954, Shoghi Effendi announced:
" The site for the first Mashriq’ul-Adhkar of
the Holy Land has been selected ...situated at
the head of the Mountain of God, in close
proximity to the Spot hallowed by the
footsteps of Baha'u'llah, near the time-
honoured Cave of Elijah, and associated
with the revelation of the Tablet of Carmel,
the Charter of the World Spiritual and
Administrative Centres of the Faith on that
mountain." (Messages to the Baha'i World, p.63)
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Furthermore,on May 4, 1953, Shoghi
Effendi confirmed that “The design for
the Mashriq’ul-Adhkar on Mt. Carmel,
conceived by the architect appointed by
Abdu'l-Baha, has been completed, and a
model constructed, which is soon to be
unveiled at the All-America Intercontinental
Teaching Conference." (ibid. p. 149)

Today, after fifty years from the passing of
the first Guardian of the Baha'i Faith, the site
for the Baha'i Temple of worship on Mount
Carmel is marked by an obelisk, and it is not
known when this Temple will be erected.
Sometimes about 1985, a relative of the
writer  of  this article who  had
visited Israel, saw the model of  the
future Baha'i Temple of Mount Carmel in the
shrine of Baha'u'llah, in Bahji. The guide to

the pilgrims told them that the design of
the Temple was made by Mason Remey. This
was a surprise to the Baha'i pilgrims for
Mason Remey had been expelled and
shunned by the Baha'i world
community because  of his declaration  of
being the second Guardian of their Faith, in
1960.

The visitor has taken a photo of the model
and passed a copy of the same to the writer.
Although the Baha'i
Administrative Headquarters, in Haifa, try to
hide from the Baha'is, the services and
sacrifices of Mason Remey for the Baha'i
Faith yet many designs that he made for the
Baha'i Temples and shrines talk for
themselves.

Model of the Mount Carmel Mashriq’ul-Adhkar taken by a visitor at the resting place of
Baha’u’llah in the Holy Land
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An Introductory note to
“Baha’u’llah and the New Era”

During the life of Shoghi Effendi, the 1%
Guardian of the Faith, two major introductory
books were approved by the Guardian for
publication. One was in Persian, Nazar-i-
Ejmali by Ahmad Yazdani and the other
“Baha’u’llah And The New Era” by J. E.
Esslemont. J. Soghomonian, the present 4t
Guardian of the Baha’i Faith directed the
writer to publish, in RIDVAN, an
introductory to latter book, “Baha’u’llah and
the New Era”, in witch it has been widely
published in English and in other languages
of the East and the West.

The author of the book in his introduction to
the text states: “In December 1914, through a
conversation with the friends who had met
‘Abdu’l-Baha, and the loan of a few
pamphlets, I first became acquainted with the
Baha’i teachings. I was at once struck by their
comprehensiveness, power and the beauty.
They impressed me as meeting the great
needs of the modern world more fully and
satisfactorily than any other presentation of
religion which I had come across-an
impression witch subsequent study has only
served to deepen and confirm.

“In seeking for further knowledge about the
movement I found considerable difficulty in
obtaining the literature wanted, and soon
considered the idea of putting together the
gist of what I learnt in the form of a book, so
that it might be more easily available for
others. When communication with Palestine
was reopened after the war, I wrote to
‘Abdu’l-Baha and enclosed a copy of the first
nine chapters of the book, which was then
almost complete in rough draft. I received a
very kind and encouraging reply, and a
cordial invitation to visit him in Haifa and
bring the whole of my manuscript with me.
The invitation was gladly accepted, and I had
the great privilege of spending two and a half
months as the guest of ‘Abdu’l-Baha during
the winter of 1919-20. During this visit
‘Abdu’l-Baha discussed the book with me on

various occasions. He gave several valuable
suggestions for its improvement and proposed

that, when I had revised the manuscript, he
would have the whole of it translated into
Iranian so that he could read it through and
amend or correct it where necessary. The
revisal and translation were carried out as
suggested, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha found time,
amid his busy life, to correct some three and a
half chapters (Chapters I, II, V and part of III)
before he passed away.” It does not appear
that a publication of this version of the book
was ever published before 1923 edition. It
was this edition that the 1¥ Guardian of the
Faith has given his approval for publication.
“Shoghi Effendi, the grandson of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha and Guardian of the Cause,”, writes J.
E. Esslemont has also read the whole of
manuscript (in English) and given his cordial

approval,” [J. E. Esslemont, Baha’u’llah And New Era,
Baha’i Publishing Trust, 1950]

The introduction to 1937 edition was revised
and the statement; “Shoghi Effendi ..... given
it his cordial approval” together with the
name of an individual were removed from
1937 edition. In a letter to an individual
written on behalf of the 1% Guardian; states:
“He” [the st Guardian] “approves of your
getting out the edition of the ‘New Era’ which
you now have in the press; but feels very
strongly that any future editions should
strictly conform to the 1937 American
edition, in order to preserve unification in this

very important Baha’i publication.”[Message
from the Guardian of the Baha’i Faith to Baha’is of British
Isles, Baha’i Publishing Trust, 1981]

In the introduction to 1950 edition of the
book; it is stated that “This edition does not
displace the text as it has appeared since
major revision was made in the book under
the direction of the Guardian of the Faith in
1937... It should be added that any future
revision of the text in the future is subject to
approval by Shoghi Effendi. The Committee
has no authority to pass upon revision which
may be desired by Baha’is of other countries

for their particular need. December 1950 [J.
E. Esslemont, Baha’u’llah And New Era, Baha’i Publishing
Trust, 1950]

The aim of the text is elaborated in Chapter I
of the text where the author states: “The
endeavour in the following chapters will be to
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set forth, as far as possible, fairly and without
prejudice, the salient features of the history
and more especially of the teachings of the
Baha’i Cause, so that readers may be enabled
to form an intelligent judgment as to their
importance, and perhaps be induced search
into the subject more deeply for themselves.
“Search after truth, however, important
though it be, is not the whole aim and end of
life. The truth is no dead things, to be placed
in a museum when found-to be labelled,
classified, catalogued, exhibited and left
there, dry and sterile. It is something vital
which must take root in men’s hearts and bear
fruit in their lives ere they reap the full
reward of their search.

The real object, therefore, in spreading the
knowledge of the prophetic revelation is that
those who become convinced of its truth may
proceed to practice its principles, to ‘lead the
life’ and diffuse the glad tidings, thus
hastening the advent of that blessed day when
God’s Will shall be done on earth as it is in

Heaven.” [J. E. Esslemont, Baha’u’llah And New Era,
Baha’i Publishing Trust, 1950]

The importance of the text and its author is
revealed in the statement made by the 1%
Guardian of the Faith in his letter of 30 Nov.,
1925 where he states: “It is with feelings of
overwhelming sorrow that I communicate to
you the news of yet another loss which the
Almighty, in his inscrutable wisdom, has
chosen to inflict upon our beloved Cause. On
the 22" of November 1925 — that memorable
and sacred day in which the Baha’is of the
Orient celebrated the twin festivals of the
Declaration of the Bab and the birthday of
Abdu’l-Baha — Dr John E. Esslemont passed
on to the Abha Kingdom. His end was as
swift as it was unexpected. Suffering from the
effects of a chronic and insidious disease, he
fell at last a victim to the inevitable
complications that ensued, the fatal course of
which neither the efforts of vigilant
physicians nor the devoted care of his many
friends could possibly deflect.

“He bore his sufferings with admirable
fortitude, with calm resignation and courage.
Though convinced that his ailments would
never henceforth forsake him, yet many a
time he revealed a burning desire that the
friends residing in the Holy Land should,
while visiting the Shrines, implore the All-

Merciful to prolong his days that he may
bring to a fuller completion his humble share
of service to the Threshold of Baha’u’llah. To
this noble request all hearts warmly
responded. But this was not to be. His close
association with my work in Haifa, in which I
had placed fondest hopes, was suddenly cut
short. His book however, an abiding
monument to his pure intention, will, alone
inspire generations yet unborn to tread the
path of truth and service as steadfastly and as
unostentatiously as was trodden by its
beloved author. The Cause he loved so well
he served even unto his last day with
exemplary faith and unstinted devotion. His
tenacity of faith, his high integrity, his self
effacement, his industry and painstaking
labours were traits of a character the noble
qualities of which will live and live forever
after him. To me personally he was the
warmest of friends, a trusted counsellor, and
indefatigable  collaborator, a  lovable
companion.

“With tearful eyes I supplicate at the
threshold of Baha’u’llah — and request you all
join — in my ardent prayers, for the fuller
unfolding in the realms beyond of a soul that
has already achieved so high a spiritual
standing in this world. For by the beauty of
his character, by his knowledge of the cause,
by the conspicuous achievements of his book,
he has immortalised his name, and by sheer
merit deserved to rank as one of the Hands of
the Cause of God.

“He has been laid to rest in the heart of the
beautifully situated Baha’i burial ground at
the foot of Carmel, close to the mortal
remains of that venerable soul, Haji Mirza
Vakilu’d-Dawlih, the illustrious cousin of the
Bab and chief builder of the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar of ‘Ishqabad. Pilgrims visiting his
grave from far and near will, with pride and
gratitude, do honour to a name that adorned
the annals of an immortal Cause.

May he eternally rest in peace. Shoghi”
[Message from the Guardian of the Baha’i Faith to Baha’is of
British Isles, Baha’i Publishing Trust, 1981]

Contents of the book will be
highlighted in the next issue of

RIDVAN
E. S. Yazdani, August 2008, Sydney, Australia
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ANNOUNCEMENT
TO
THE HANDS OF THE FAITH

FROM

MASON REMEY

THE SECOND GUARDIAN

OF

THE BAHA’I FAITH

OF

HIS APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP

BY

THE FIRST GUARDIAN

OF

THE FAITH
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Continues from the last issue of RIDVAN:

I COMPELL THE CAUSE TO ACCEPT ME
The time is now at hand when the Hands of
the Faith should know and realise that the
Beloved Guardian placed me in command of
this situation when he appointed me President
of the Baha’i International Council for he
gave me the power and the clear authority to
call a halt in these ruinous to-the-Cause
proceedings of violation; namely the program
of plans for 1963 that you, he Hands of the
Faith, are foisting upon the Cause.

I forbid you to do anything at all about taking
over the International Council as you
announce that you are going to do.

You have thus appointed yourselves to take
over the control of the Council. In your last
general message to the believers, you state the
Council “is to work under the direction and
the supervision of the Hands of the Cause
residing in the Holy Land”.

What audacity!

As you know and as the entire world knows,
the Beloved Guardian appointed me President
of the International Council and I will not
countenance any usurpation of my
responsibilities, as you tell the Baha’i world
you are going to do in your program for 1963,
signed by twenty-two of the Hands in
Conclave. You have no right whatsoever to
perpetrate such violation upon the Cause and
I, President of the International Council and
Guardian of the Faith, will not permit you to
carry through this particular step in your
violation of the International Council
established by our Beloved Guardian.

The hands of the Faith have the responsibility
of protecting the Faith and this command they
have violated — the command to protect the
Faith that was given to them by the Will and
Testament of the Master! The Guardian alone
wields the right to choose and to appoint a
succeeding Guardian for the Faith, who alone
can give the Cause the infallible guidance that
the Faith must have in order to guide the
Cause.

As for myself, the beloved Guardian, in his
infallibility bestowed upon me, Mason
Remey, the power and the authority to half

your program for 1963 and this I am now
doing in order to save the Cause from this
violation of the Administration upon which
you are launched, and which is apparently
succeeding to such an extent that I am now
compelled to exert he full power given me by
the Infallible Beloved Guardian, to stop your
program of activities for 1963 and to insist
that this 1963 program be abandoned, and
thus compel you to acknowledge me as the
one appointed by the Beloved Guardian, to
save the Baha’i Faith in this emergency.

I am surprised that the Hands of the Faith
have not realised this without my having to
tell these things. I am now putting forth any
claim of mine for control of this body of
Hands. My only claim to this authority was
bestowed upon me by the Beloved Guardian
when he appointed me President of the
Council, later to be Guardian of the Faith.

Are you to question this? For the first
Guardian of the Faith gave me this authority
and this power, by which I am now
compelling the Cause to accept me as the
Second Guardian of the Faith.

THE ADVENT OF THE SECOND
GUARDIAN

The International Council, and all of these
were appointed by the infallible decree of the
First Guardian of the Faith and in all cases of
both the Hands and the International Council
members, all were to be under the infallible
guidance of the Guardianship of the Faith,
which infallible guidance was vested in the
First Guardian of the Faith, until his death —
whereupon the death of the First Guardian of
the Faith, this infallibility automatically
passed to the Second Guardian of the Faith
who, during this state of the dilemma of the
interregnum, was in occultation. He was in
the world but he did not make his presence
known to the people of the Faith; therefore
neither the Hands of the Faith nor the
International Council can take any sure or
certain action until the Second Guardian
declares himself and comes forth to the
believers as proclaimed by the Beloved
Guardian to be his successor.
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The credentials of the Second Guardian of the
Faith will be found to have been given by the
First Guardian of the Faith and my assurance
of this is because in the Master’s Will and
Testament it is so written; therefore, since the
Beloved Guardian was infallible, he must
perforce have complied with this order
described by ‘Abdu’l-Baha in his Will and
Testament.

To be sure the Baha’i world does not know as
yet who and where the Second Guardian of
the Faith actually is occultated, but we can be,
or should be, sure and confirmed in our belief
that the Beloved Guardian did not leave the
Faith without infallible guidance to carry the
Cause on into the future.

Therefore 1, President of the Baha’i
International Council, have urged the Hands
of the Faith to diligently seek to find the
Second Guardian of the Cause, thus to
prepare themselves to welcome him.

MY APPOINTMENT
By virtue of my appointment as President of
the Baha’i — International Council, our

Beloved Guardian has bestowed upon me the
authority and the power to call this halt that I
do to the activities of the Hands of the Faith
to take over to put aside the Council,
appointed by the Beloved Guardian, elect
another International Assemble and to put it
into working order and then to which is stated
as they intend to do in their message to the
Baha’i world from their third Behje Conclave
and which was signed by twenty-two of the
Hands of the Faith — that was all of those who
were present at that conclave, save I, myself,
who refused to endorse this violation.

MY ANNOUNCEMENT

The condition that forces me at this time to
make this announcement to the Baha’i world
through this National Convention is
precipitated by the announcement to the
Baha’i world of the Hands of the Faith in
their third annual message to the Baha’is of
east and west, dated November 4, 1959, that
was signed by the twenty two of the Hands of
the Faith.

In this document is outlined their plans for
1963 that are so flagrantly in violation of the
Administration of the Faith, that I find myself

obliged to guard and protect the Faith from all
such violation.

Dear Friends: To again reiterate, I leave one
hope and thought with you to cling to during
these difficult days of dilemma in the Faith,
and it is that our Beloved Guardian of the
Cause left the Cause amply protected for the
period of interregnum and that he indicated
beyond a doubt who his successor is — the
Second Guardian of the Faith who
automatically became the Second Guardian of
the Faith at the death of Shoghi Effendi and
that the Second Guardian of the Faith will
disclose himself to the believers when his
way so to do is made feasible for him by the
spiritual condition of the Hands of the Faith.
But Dear Friends, please, please rest assured
of all that I am telling you. Be at ease until
the Hands of the Faith call a conclave to plan
to receive in a fitting manner, their Guardian
when he emerges from his present
occultation.

This is a very difficult time for the Hands of
the Faith, so the believers should be most
considerate of them.

FALLIBILITY OF THE HANDS OF THE
FAITH

The Hands of the Faith, ignorantly or
otherwise, are  apparently deceiving
themselves and also are out to deceive many
of the believers who, uninformed of the
teachings, believe that this Universal House
of Justice that the Hands will establish will
give the Cause infallibility as promised by the
Hands of the Faith!

This promise of the Hands of the Faith to the
Baha’is of the world is indeed a most great
violation and an affront to the infallible
teachings of the Beloved Guardian who very
explicitly explained to the believers that the
International Assembly elected by the people
as one of the pillars of the Faith had, in itself,
no infallibility without or until it was
functioning together with the Guardian of the
Faith as its President or at his appointment
when absent, his representative sitting in his
place. Thus, the infallibility of the Universal
House of Justice is vested in the Guardian
who 1is its President. These two elements, the
infallible Guardian on one hand and the
International Assembly upon the other,
chosen by and representing the people of the
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Faith; these tho are the two pillars or two
supports when thus functioning together give
infallibility to the Universal House of Justice.
But it is impossible to have this infallibility in
the manner promised by the Hands of the
Faith who are insisting that the infallible
element is not necessary and that an
International Assembly chosen by the
believers has infallibility is pure violation of
the accepted teachings of the Baha’i Faith,
and like other forms of violation, should be
cut out and cast out from the Faith.

I personally dislike to have to stand and refute
the statement of Baha’is but it is most
imperative that I take this stand before this
convention to warn the people of the Faith
against this pernicious teaching that has been
circulated those two years and more by the
chosen Hands of the Faith themselves against
the  Administration and against the
Guardianship of the Faith. Such heresies are
as an axe at the root of the Faith and as a
dagger in the heart of the Cause. What more
can [ say? Any normal minded Baha’i should
be able to see and to understand this problem!
I, President of the Baha’i International
Council, have borne with this problem long
enough — yes, too long — in the hope that I
would not have to take the drastic step that I
am taking now and alone and, so far as I
know, with not one Baha’i in the world to
stand with me, for this will be the first time
that I have spoken to any Baha’i other than to
the Hands of the Faith themselves about this,
the greatest violation in the history of more
than a century of the Baha’is and of the
Baha’i Faith.

This day is indeed the Judgement Day of the
Baha’is of this world!

In the early History of our Faith the martyrs
faced torture, imprisonment and death. These
enemies of the Cause, they saw and met face
to face, and they stood and died like faithful
soldiers. But now this enemy — VIOLATION
— is a subtle enemy who comes along quietly
and slips into one’s confidence with promises
of good things and of better times to come
through supporting these plausible ideas and
notions that promise so much. But all the time
the damage is being done, the disease of
violation is slowly eating away like a cancer
destroying the vitality of the cause.

How long, O Lord God, how long are such
things to be allowed to be?

AN APPEAL TO THE HANDS OF THE
FAITH

Beloved Hands of the Cause, my heart bleeds
and suffers for you in this time that is a
terrible time for you because it is your time of
judgement, the judgement of each of the
Hands of the Faith as whether they will
follow the orders of the Beloved Guardian or
whether they will continue on the path of
their violation as declared by them and signed
by twenty-two of them in their announcement
to the Baha’i world of their decisions made in
the 1959 Behje Conclave!

You still have time and opportunity to make
your retreat from this stand of violation to one
of firmness in the Administration and support
of the Guardianship! I personally, as a brother
Baha’i, implore and beg of each one of you to
reconsider the stand you take in such
violation as you have thus endorsed and
published throughout the Baha’i world.

The appeal that [ make to you as a brother
Baha’i, 1 lay aside for the moment my
authority as President of the International
Council of the Faith, and I speak to you in
this writ imploring you as a brother, to
reconsider this matter — not as one having any
authority — but upon the human plane as a
brother. Should you hearken to this, my
human appeal to each one of you and arise to
support the infallible Guardianship of the
Faith, ALL THAT IS PAST is forgotten; but
if you continue in your violation, you will be
lost to the Faith, for the wrath of God will
surely descend upon you.

THE PRESUMPTUOUSNESS OF THE
HANDS OF THE FAITH

The assumption of the Hands of the Faith to
order Baha’i affairs as they have been doing
since the death of Shoghi Effendi has no
authority or support whatsoever in the Will
and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and this Will
and Testament is the foundation of the
Administration of the Baha’t Faith.
Everything done by the hands of the Faith
which has been done in conclave since the
death of the Beloved Guardian has been done
in violation of the Will and Testament of
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‘Abdu’l-Baha, upon the basis of which the
Beloved Guardian built the Administration of
the Faith. This, I have told repeatedly to the
Hands.

Upon the other hand, the stand that I take and
make thus, before this body of believers, as
President of the Baha’i International Council
and that which I insist upon is not of me (I, as
an individual) but stems from the authority
and the power given to me and to me alone by
Shoghi Effendi, when he appointed me the
President of the Baha’i International Council.

I claim nothing myself — all that I do now is
to tell the Hands what they already know and
acknowledge that the Guardian appointment
me President of the International Council and
with this appointment the responsibility IN
POTENTIA of the affairs of the International
Council that rested thus with me in status quo
until the death of the Guardian, and which I
now contend should still remain in status quo
until there be an infallible guidance,
acknowledged and accepted by the Baha’is to
direct the affairs of the Baha’i International
Council or in other words, the Second
Guardian of the Faith in office and accepted
by the believers, who will then at his own
good pleasure either do or do nothing for the
time being about the Baha’i International
Council.

Realising a forehand that this communication
will be emotionally disturbing to the entire

body of delegates and attendants, both Hands
and others there assembled, and furthermore
I, myself, shrinking from meeting such
emotional storms as this letter will inevitable
create in this convention, [, myself, have not
planned to attend these conferences. If,
however, the friends wish my presence
amongst them on this, or upon any other
occasion, I will be most happy and pleased to
hasten to Wilmette to meet with them.
Another reason why I am thus in absentia
addressing this convention is in order that
thus my being absent leaves the field open to
these Hands of the Faith who may be there
that they may have the opportunity to
consider and to reconsider with the delegates
from all parts of America (the land that our
Beloved Guardian blessed with the title of
“The Cradle of the Administration of the
Faith”) in order that they, the Hands of the
Faith, can get the viewpoint of the American
believers who are firm in the Administration,
as opposed to the attitude of these Hands
according to their proposition for 1963 about
which questions are beginning to arise in
many of the American believers, that [ would
rather let these two persuasions have the field
to themselves rather than get into my myself;
nevertheless, I’ll be very pleased to meet all
the friends on the convention floor should the
Officers of the Convention deem this
advisable. To be continued in next issue of RIDVAN




Notes on Continuation of Guardianship

By

Jean Miller

Since childhood I have been a believer in
the Teachings of Jesus Christ concerning
the establishment of the Kingdom of God
upon this planet Earth. “Our Father who
art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be done on
Earth as it is in Heaven.....”

Baha’u’llah is the King of Kings, the Lord
of Hosts, that Jesus was speaking about.
He came to Earth to establish God’s
Kingdom here. He suffered greatly for
this Purpose.

Abdu’l-Baha in his Will and Testament
wrote out Baha’u’llah’s Plan for the
Kingdom of God. In this Kingdom the
Guardian is Baha’u’llah representative
King upon Earth. He must reign for life
and He must appoint the next Guardian to
reign after him. We have the promise that
the living Guardian will be assisted by the
Bab and Baha’u’llah. He, the Guardian,
must be the Head of the Universal House
of Justice.

The Will and Testament of Abdu’l-Baha
should be read by every living soul on
Planet Earth and understand it is to be
God’s Plan for His Kingdom on Earth.
Mason Remey was also raised up in the
Christian Faith before he acknowledged
Baha’u’llah as the Lord of the Kingdom.
When Shoghi Effendi first showed Mason
the Will and Testament of Abdu’l-Baha he
understood the importance of this
document. Mason always showed great
loyalty to the First Guardian during Shoghi
Effendi’s Guardianship. He continued to
understand the importance of this Holy
Document when Shoghi Effendi passed
away. He tried to convince the other
“Hands” of its importance but they were
not interested. Led by the wife of Shoghi
Effendi, they were made to believe the
Guardianship had ended.

During the lifetime of the First Guardian,
he wrote many articles and books
emphasizing the importance of the

Institution of the Guardianship in
establishing God’s Kingdom on Earth. His
wife also wrote about the importance of
the Institution of the Guardianship. Even
after a long childless marriage they
continued to tell of the importance of this
institution. In children’s books on the
Baha’i Faith, there is reference about
future Guardians.

When Shoghi Effendi was Guardian, to not
believe in his  Guardianship was
considered to be Covenant Breaking.
Following his death, to believe in the
Institution of Guardianship is now equated
with Covenant Breaking. How could such
a reversal take place in the Baha’i Faith in
the time span of one day?

A sincere soul will study the Will and
Testament of Baha’u’llah and Abdu’l-
Baha Read the Writings of Shoghi Effendi.
Read the beautiful letters Abdu’l-Baha
wrote to Mason Remey in which he called
him his Son, and appointed Mason to be
the architect of the Archives building now
on Mt. Carmel. Know that Mason lived in
the First Guardians home with him. Know
that he always sat at Shoghi Effendi’s side
in gatherings. Read Mason’s Diaries and
know the humble way he tried to
encourage the other hands to seek a
Guardian. (Not that he was the Guardian)
He spoke of the necessity that the Faith
have a Guardian to fulfil Baha’u’llah and
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Plans. Early on it seems
he did not realize he was the Guardian but
he knew the Faith of Baha’u’llah must
have a Guardian, for that is God’s Plan for
the Kingdom. One must always follow
God’s Plan.

When Mason learned of the “Hands” plans
for establishing the Universal House of
Justice without a Guardian to give spiritual
Guidance to this organization, he realized
that he, Mason, must be the Guardian of
the Faith. Of all the Hands only he wanted
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to follow the Plan of Baha’u’llah, Abdu’l-
Baha and Shoghi Effendi. He was led to
study the Messages to the Baha’i World
1950-1957 in which Shoghi Effendi
announces the Formation of the First
International Baha’i Council.

On page 7 in this book the First guardian
tells this First international Baha’i Council
is the  “forerunner of  supreme
administrative institution destined to
emerge in fullness of time within precincts
beneath shadow of World Spiritual Center
of Faith already established in twin cities
of Akka and Haifa. Fulfilment of
prophecies uttered by Founder of Faith and
Center of His Covenant...... ” “in this
historic decision marking most significant
milestone in evolution of Administrative
Order of the Faith of Baha’u’llah in course
of last thirty years”

One might ask what happened 30 years
prior to this announcement? The answer:
Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and Testament is
revealed, establishing the Institution of the
Guardianship and nominating Shoghi
Effendi as the First Guardian.

The Guardian goes on to say, “.....this first
embryonic International Institution,
marking its development into officially
recognized Baha’i Court, its
transformation into duly elected body, its
efflorescence into

Universal House of Justice.....” “Hail with
thankful, joyous heart at long

last the constitution of International
Council which history will acclaim as the
greatest event shedding luster upon second
epoch of Formative Age of Baha’i
Dispensation potentially unsurpassed by
any enterprise undertaken since inception
of Administrative Order of Faith on
morrow of Abdu’l-Baha’s Ascension,
ranking second only to glorious immortal
events associated with Ministries of the
Three Central Figures of Faith in course of
First Age of most glorious Dispensation of
the five-thousand century Baha’i Cycle.”
If this was not setting up the plan for the
establishment of the Universal House of
Justice, what else could it be?

Then at the bottom paragraph of page 8,
“Greatly welcome assistance of the newly

formed International council, particularly
its President Mason Remey.....” Here
Shoghi Effendi names Mason Remey
President of the embryonic Universal
House of Justice which is the position held
only by the Guardian.

This wonderful embryonic International
Institution was never activated during
Shoghi Effendi’s lifetime, nor could it be
done because he was the Guardian at that
time, not Mason Remey. It could only be
activated at Shoghi Effendi’s death. It was
never activated because the Hands of the
Cause of God no longer wanted a
Guardian.

It has been demonstrated all down through
history that human beings have been
compared to sheep. And sheep need a
shepherd. In the Gospel Christ appointed
Peter to establish His New Church on
Earth. Peter did not appoint anyone to
succeed him, but the need was there to
have a single head to guide the Believers
and the Catholic Church was born, created
by men. The need for a single head was
still there when Mohammed passed away
and the majority of His Believers did not
want to support Ali, who was
Mohammed’s choice for successor.

Today the need for a single head to give
Spiritual Guidance to mankind is still with
us. The man made Universal House of
Justice has been successful only in a
material sense. If the Institution of the
Guardianship had remained one of the
pillars on which it was built, it would have
been successful in the Spiritualization of
Israel and we would not be looking at the
continuation of War there in the near
future.

God’s Kingdom as planned by Baha’u’llah
is perfect. = Man’s subtraction of the
Earthly King of that Kingdom will bring
disaster upon mankind. This we see day
by day.

The Baha’is need their Guardian, Jacques
Soghomonian, the 4™ Guardian of the
Baha’i Faith

Jean Miller

May 28, 2008
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Guardian of the Baha’i Faith in Person

Permanent Head of the Universal House of Justice
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“Without such an institution [Guardianship] the integrity of the Faith would be
imperiled, and the stability of the entire fabric would be gravely endangered. Its
prestige would be suffered, the means required to enable it to take a long, an
uninterrupted view over a series of generations would be completely lacking, and
the necessary guidance to define the sphere of the legislative action of its elected

representative would be totally withdrawn.”
From Dispensation of Baha’u’llah by Shoghi Effendi
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THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE
OF
JUSTICE
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Universally Elected Body by the People of the World

[Under direct supervision of living Guardian of the Baha’i Faith]
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